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A DUBIOUS COMPLIMENT. 


E are gratified to note that the publication by the 
AMERICAN Druccaist of a complete detailed report 
of the fifty-first annual meeting of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association, practically within a day of the 
close of the convention, has called forth numerous ex- 
pressions of appreciation, on the part of both of our 
subscribers and advertisers, as well as of our esteemed 
contemporaries in the field of drug journalism. 

We regret, however, that in a few instances the ap- 
preciation has taken a form which, though it may be 
flattering to us, is scarcely creditable to its authors, and 
we are happy to say, also unusual with reputable jour- 
nals; as witness the act of a contemporary which has 
paid us the dubious compliment of “ lifting ” whole blocks 
of our expensive telegraphic matter and appropriating it 
as its own, without the courteous formality of acknowl- 
edging its source. 





POISONS AND POISONERS. 


-. history of poisons and poisoners still exerts a 

wonderful fascination over some writers. The sub- 
ject has more than a historical interest for pharmacists, 
for the art of pharmacy has ever been drawn upon by the 
professional poisoner for the accomplishment of his de- 
signs. In times of antiquity and down to a period so 
late as the eighteenth century, before the spread of popu- 
lar education, when ignorance, superstition and credulity 
were rife, poison played a very.jmportant part in the ar- 
rangement of domestic difficulties and the furtherance 
of political objects. Dr. J. W. Wainwright, of New York, 
has contributed to the Medical Record for August 22 a 
paper of rather more than ordinary interest bearing on 
the poisons of history, and it is the appearance of Dr. 
Wainwright’s paper on a topic of so much interest to 
pharmacists which prompts us to suggest the subject of 
poisons and poisoners as a fine field of research for the 
pharmacist of a literary turn of mind. The possibilities 
of the subject have been by no means exhausted, much 
remaining to be told of the mystery and ideas of super- 
natural force which were associated with the art of secret 
poisoning, which was so carefully cultivated at different 
periods in the world’s history. Dr. Wainwright recalls 
some interesting reminiscences of famous poisoners, be- 
sides making mention of certain obscure poisons not 
hitherto touched upon in essays of the kind written by 
him, and, erudite Shakespearean scholar as he is, makes 
adequate mention of the references to secret poisoning 
contained in Shakespeare’s plays; but he seems to have 
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missed altogether the atmosphere of mystery and super- 
stition which pervaded the work of the secret poisoner 
under the influence of the ignorance and credulity which 
flourished pari passu with the development of the poi- 
soner’s art in the early days of the Christian era. 





HOW THE RETAILERS FARED AT BOSTON. 





ITH our customary promptitude we publish else- 
W where in this issue complete and accurate reports 
of the coincident meetings of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association and the Proprietary Association 
of America, which closed at Boston on Saturday. Perhaps 
the most interesting feature of this year’s gatherings was 
the action taken by the N. W. D. A. on the request of 
the N. A. R. D., for an indorsement of the direct contract 
and serial numbering plan. It is true that the phraseology 
of the resolutions adopted with regard to this plan might 
have been somewhat more positive and encumbered with 
fewer provisos, but an unqualified indorsement could 
hardly have been expected, in view of the limited time the 
plan has been on trial. The resolution adopted by the 
N. W. D. A., while scarcely an unequivocal indorsement 
of the plan, amounts to an unequivocal pledge of support 
to the retailers in their efforts to secure its general adop- 
tion, and in view of all the circumstances the retail drug 
trade may rest well satisfied with the results of their 
representations, both as to the moral effect produced 
upon the jobbers and proprietors, and the character of 
the reception extended to their representatives. 





HINDRANCES TO SUCCESS. 





HE prominent position which Secretary Thomas V. 
Wooten, of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists,now occupiesin American pharmacy commands 
interested attention to anything he may have to say on 
the questions of the hour. In his address as the chair- 
man of the Section on Commercial Interests of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association at the Mackinac Island 
meeting, which was so fully and promptly reported in 
the AMERICAN Druccist for August 10, he made an in- 
teresting and noteworthy contribution to the records of 
the section. While nothing startlingly new was advanced 
the difficulty of saying anything novel about a problem 
that has been touched at so many angles as has the sub- 
ject of improvement of conditions in the retail drug 
trade, especially since the N. A. R. D. movement got 
under way, is sufficiently known, and even if he did no 
more than emphasize afresh some ideas that are already 
more or less familiar to the trade, Mr. Wooten’s paper was 
well worth the effort, and the effect is certain to be good. 
In discussing the hindrances to financial success in the 
retail drug business, Mr. Wooten dwelt upon the ex- 
cessive multiplication of stores. During the past few 


years drug stores have increased in number to such an 
extent as to make competition ruinously keen, especially 
in the cities and larger towns. Then, too, the inroads of 
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departments stores and mail order houses on the iegitimate 
drug and patent medicine business of the present day 
pharmacist have been felt heavily, and when, as Mr. 
Wooten points out, one considers to what an extent the 
business of the pharmacist is cut into by the operation of 
sanitariums, hospitals, free dispensaries and ‘ homes ” 
of various kinds, to say nothing of the dispensing physi- 
cian, it is not a matter for wonder that in these circum- 
stances druggists should look in different directions for 
relief, and finding it necessary to vend many articles out- 
side of their legitimate line turn their pharmacies into 
miniature department stores. 

As one possible means of checking to some extent the 
ruinous multiplication of stores, Mr. Wooten suggests 
an improvement in the treatment of clerks. More health- 
ful sleeping quarters should be provided, and the work- 
ing day should be limited to as few hours as may be 
consistent with justice to the proprietors. As another 
inducement to make clerks satisfied to remain clerks and 
not adventure too quickly into business for themselves, 
with a consequent overcrowding of drug stores, he sug- 
gests the payment to clerks, in addition to their salaries, 
of a certain percentage on all cash business done. And, 
agreeing with Mr. Wooten, we can see no reason why 
this profit-sharing method, now used so successfully by 
many mercantile and manufacturing houses, might not 
be employed to fine advantage by retail pharmacists. 

The keynote of Mr. Wooten’s address being “ or- 
ganization,” it is not surprising to find him suggesting 
concert of action on the part of the druggists of a given 
community who may be threatened with new stores in 
a territory already fully occupied. Many of the new 
stores owe their existence to the enterprise of rival whole- 
sale drug houses, and if the druggists of the locality 
threatened with an invasion supported by a wholesale 
firm should get together and threaten to—well, boycott 
the offending jobber, the interested party would hesitate 
a good deal before incurring the enmity of a number of 
druggists in order to gain one additional customer. Mr. 
Wooterl cites this as one of the many illustrations which 
might be given of the power of organized effort, a power 
the value of which pharmacists have not heretofore fully 
appreciated. 

As to means of increasing the volume of business done 
by drug stores, Mr. Wooten advances one or two novel 
ideas. He discusses the practicability of combining sev- 
eral stores under one roof in the hands of one manage- 
ment, after the plan of the large department stores. More 
remarkable changes than this are occurring daily, espe- 
cially in the cities, and it is suggested that it might be 
the part of wisdom for druggists to accustom themselves 
to the thought of this change, and be prepared to make 
the most of opportunities as they arise. A departure 
of the kind indicated would, as Mr. Wooten says, reduce 
the number of stores and increase the amount of business 
done by those that remain, but is it a pleasing prospect 
to contemplate ? 

For the mitigation of the evil of dispensing by physi- 
cians, Mr. Wooten favors the cultivation of closer rela- 
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tions between the druggist and the doctor. Recently in 
Chicago the druggists of a section of the city gave a 
dinner, at which were present more than a hundred physi- 
cians. In the speeches which followed the repast, the 
relations of physicians and pharmacists to each other were 
freely discussed by representatives of both sides, and it 
can readily be imagined how much good would result 
from an interchange of views of this character. 

Mr. Wooten is not one of those who indulge in day 
dreams regarding the future of pharmacy. Although his 
ideals are high, he keeps his imagination well in check, as 
is evidenced by the following extract from his address: 


To conduct a professional store where only medicines 
and sick room requisites are kept is the ideal of almost 
every young man who graduates from a school of phar- 
macy. Doubtless there are few men present who do not 
look back on the time when they yearned to conduct a 
pharmacy where only professional work was done, where 
the round of duties consisted of filling prescriptions, testing 
excreta, chemically and microscopically, certifying the 
purity of drinking water and milk, doing general analyti- 
cal work, etc. What a pity this roseate dream is so 
seldom realized—that throughout the whole country there 
has been found room for only a handful of such stores! 
That the number of these stores can with advantage to 
their owners be increased does not seem probable, in spite 
of the preaching of some earnest, well-meaning men. 
whose devotion to pharmacy as a profession outruns their 
practical wisdom. 


Of the practice of price-cutting on proprietary and 
other medicines Mr. Wooten was, as might be expected, 
unstinted in his condemnation, and he did not hesitate to 
say that it ought to be laid upon’ the conscience of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association to condemn the 
practice of demoralizing prices, when this was done for the 
special purpose of gaining advantage over one’s fellow 
pharmacists, as wrong in principle and subversive of the 
association spirit which the A. Ph. A. was organized to 
foster. 

‘The address constituted a powerful plea for thor- 
ough organization among retail pharmacists, the greatest 
hindrance to the realization of many plans for the 
amelioration of unfavorable conditions being undoubtedly 
the lack of this. 





REVISION PROBLEMS. 


MERICAN pharmacists are awaiting with consider- 
able expectancy the publication of the eighth de- 
cennial revision of the Pharmacopeeia of the United 
States. Its publication is now nearly three years overdue, 
though if the book makes its appearance before the end 
of this year only ten years will have elapsed since the 
publication of the preceding revision. Many causes have 
contributed to the delay, chief among them being the loss 
incurred by the Revision Committee in the death of its 
chairman, Dr. Charles Rice. 
year that the 1900 Pharmacopoeia would be issued from 
the press some time next October, but members of the 
Revision Committee who have been interviewed on the 


It was hoped early in the 
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subject by the AMERICAN Druccist say that unforeseen 
complications may delay final publication until January, 
1904. 

Two of the knottiest questions that have engaged the 
attention of the committee on revision are problems con- 
nected with the standardization of antitoxines and serum 
remedies and the introduction of synthetic remedies mar- 
keted under a copyrighted name. The difficulty of estab- 
lishing a definite standard of strength for biologic prod- 
ucts is great, especially when a test is sought “ sufficiently 
simple for any intelligent pharmacist to be able to use 
it in his pharmacy and that will not take but a few minutes 
to perform.” Perhaps the majority of pharmacists would 
prefer to see antitoxines, serums, etc., omitted from the 
Pharmacopeeia altogether rather than bear the burden of 
responsibility attaching to the application of biologic tests 
which they would obviously have few facilities for apply- 
ing. 

As to the introduction of synthetic remedies, if the 
Revision Committee be governed by the plan for revis- 
ing the Pharmacopceia presented at the Washington con- 
vention in May, 1900, it may admit into it “any syn- 
thetized product of definite composition which is in 
common use by the medical profession, the identity, 
purity, or strength of which can be determined.” Ac- 
cording to the report made to the American Pharmacu- 
tical Association last month by Dr. R. G. Eccles, the 
chairman of the A. Ph. A. Committee on the Revision of 
the Pharmacopceia, no copyrighted names are to be rec- 
ognized in the forthcoming eighth revision, and the syn- 
thetic remedies which will be officially recognized in the 
work will number about 15. A pharmacopeeial title is to 
be chosen for proprietary substances recognized in this 
way, and we suppose the trade or copyrighted names used 
by the manufacturers will be given as synonyms. In 
regard to the plan of adopting a distinctive pharmacopeeial 
title, Dr. Eccles suggests to the committee a careful read- 
ing of recent court decisions bearing on property rights 
in copyrighted names of patented products before finally 
adopting it. It would be better in his opinion to adopt 
the firm name, copyrighted or not copyrighted, for, as he 
argues, to give a patented article a pharmacopeeial name 
prior to the expiration of the patent and simultaneous 
loss of property right in the title, would be to permit the 
patentee to exercise the same monopoly that he had pre- 
viously exercised and thus defeat the very object aimed 
at by the committee in excluding copyrighted titles from 
the Pharmacopeeia. 





N annoying typographical error destroyed the iden- 
tity of the author of the interesting article on the 
advertising value of window placards printed in the 
AMERICAN Drucaist for August 24, p. 99, under the 
title A Loyal but Neglected Servant. The correct name 
of the author is Ralph B. Gable, a name that is doubtless 
quite familiar to a host of readers as that of one of the 
editors of our esteemed contemporary, Merck’s Report. 
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PRACTICAL DISPENSING NOTES.’ 


By Gro. M. BERINGER, PH.M., 


Chairman of the Committee on Practical Pharmacy and Dispensing of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association. 


HE following notes, queries and comments were for- 
warded to the section on Practical Pharmacy and 
Dispensing, and on motion were referred to the chairman 
to be arranged for publication. It is regretted that the 
members did not more generally respond to the appeal of 
the committee and contribute their observations in the 
envelopes issued with the Proceedings of last year. The 
thanks of the section are due to the following contributors 
for these notes: H. A. B. Dunning, Baltimore, Md.; 
G. H. Lichthardt, Sacramento, Cal.; Otto Raubenheimer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; E. Q. Anewalt, Phillipsburg, N. J.; 
L. L. Staehle, Newark, N. J.; F. J. Llewellyn, Mexico, 
Mo.; Dr. C. B. Lowe, Philadelphia, Pa.; C. Osseward, 
Tacoma, Wash.; Wm. C. Kirchgessner, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 
PRESCRIPTION DIFFICULTIES. 


De ME Dt htcaksWecessa SER acscanhs kab pAb beter ekeeae 4 
DRE SEED Gatstecn wis bee ceaeenh en unt soe bene < 1 
PE cc Seth bir khs wince bhe eas by oS uw ee Skee se se 1 


Misce et in caps. No. xx. div. 


In compounding this prescription the correspondent 
reports that the following manipulation was successful: 
Triturate the salol and thymol until liquid, add oil of 
anise and 1 Cc. olive oil and dispense in 5 minim soft 
capsules. 


SSL, aback bab Stcd CANoh py meme New ese we bae eked .09 
ce Peer ree re rr ere oe 7.5 
Syr. hematic hypophos, q. s. ad................ 150.00 
The contributor of this prescription states that 


* Thiocol when dissolved in the Hematic syrup causes a 
red brown coloration.” This coloration is no doubt due 
to the reaction between the iron salt contained in the 
syrup and the guaiacol of the Thiocol (Potassium- 
guaiacol-sulphonate). 


ie eer See rete eer gr. x 
DE. Sei bs 6ads usc s eho teweuwvabeboesees cee or. x 
ee en eres gr. xx 
ST EE ci bss swes ash woes ebahssoanenbaseh gr. v 
PEG AbkawbeseceAnnae Woes sis bub dweskebasets Ziv 
Misce. 


As cocaine muriate is not soluble in Benzoinol the 
compounder used the alkaloid cocaine and effected solu- 
tion by warming. 

Se US ee ee ee er gr. 36 

P. Bayer 

Misce fiat in caps., No. 24. 

This prescription is accompanied by the following 
note: “ Amara Sulphate (Bitter Sulphate) is a local name 
for quinine. The ‘ U’ before it makes it ‘U’ quinine or 
Euquinine, which the physician had intended.” 

We cannot condemn too severely the carelessness ex- 
hibited in abbreviating the items in this prescription. Such 
methods are certainly not in keeping with twentieth cen- 
tury practices. 


i) Ce NE ag a bbc pen bee Ne bbe esos ehawe © gr. 1Xxx 
i n't Goo bdo oie uo aco wu a ae gr. Ixxx 
LS S. daws ces atycches nosh siusenebave 388 
NN 3 5S ensic > Syd eBid hse ie bwAS ew a DERE 
EE, Ss NLS no's 5 odin 69 Suis ey -b bie 36 4o 


Misce et sig. Tablespoonful three times a day. 


This contributor comments “ The proper manipulation 
is to dissolve the iodide in the cinnamon water. Rub the 
guaiac with the syrup gradually added and add to the 
aqueous solution, little by little, shaking after each addi- 





1 Presented at the annual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, August, 1903. 
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tion; finally gradually add the wine and agitate. If 
solution is added to the mixture of resin a separation will 
take place almost immediately, and if, the wine is added 
before all the other ingredients are mixed a resinous pre- 
cipitate takes place immediately. If made in accordance 
with the above directions a smooth mixture with the 
guaiac in suspension results. 


BE ee TBE So vino oes aivkinenwwaieaen soseewee m. XV 
SS vA A Srey mes teas gr. 1-50 
PENNIES Chins Biw's.v' 5 pis'0 t's 6.60 bo t's one sini wales OREM Si 


Misi et ft. in mist. 
d. t. dos., No. xxxii. 
Sig. dr. i q. 4 hr. 
Dr. M. 
This prescription was wanted in a hurry and the 


pharmacist dispensed it thus: 


BR Solution adrenalin chloride (1+ 1000)............. 3i 
Spire Gionoin 1-Her CONE... 66 ccccces Jens eee m. Ixiv 
OR UNE AEs WI oso cv ne ne son ena w dp ens seein tee 3iv 

BD. DI PE MOI oon a sd gion tee yo eee 300.00 
| | a ea ee eee ee 12.00 
Re ae er Ts eR Sie 5.0 

0.2 


IRE RMU WIOUIN ss on o's 0550 510 oo 40in owes ow sca S194 Wwe 

Misce. 

Our correspondent writes: “ The above Swedish pre- 
scription was brought in by a lady who said she had it 
put up in two stores, but it did not look, smell, or taste 
the same as when put up in Sweden.” 

It was compounded with a decoction of calisaya made 
by boiling calisaya, 30 Gm., with 300 Cc. water for 10 
minutes, and straining when cold. The second item is 
sodium bromide, 12. For the third item he used: 

eS ere tere ey eee 3 

RUM; MEIUIR 6.650 wo o.b'w: 4039 0.5400 ue ewes Ge sae bn e506 
The extract nux vomica was dissolved in a little alcoho! 
and water and added lastly. The lady said that the 
mixture as thus prepared was exactly as prepared in 
Sweden. 

If we had compounded this prescription we should 
certainly have followed the Pharmacopoeia Svecica and 
used the Decoctum Chine Acidum of that authority con- 
taining 10 parts cinchona and 1.5 parts dilute hydro- 
chloric acid in 100. In the same Pharmacopeeia Ather 
Spirituosus Camphoratus is official and is a solution of 
Camphor 15 in spirit ether 85, the latter being ether 25, 
alcohol 75. Brometum natricum is the official title in that 
Pharmagopeeia for sodium bromide. 


I a a Sen ree ere ey 
OO ee een ee ee ede re dii 
NUNN ig hn 5 5g 5 SiG wid wim wip Soel ane Bie eee oa eines ars 
Pe, A IEROTEND 6 63s o's we dicie:a ars Wed Sap Swe Dine 'c 0 3 SGN 
Wee RS, 0 A oa vias veo vitae ee ak bone ee 5iii 


Misce. Sig. 3i. p. c. in aquae. 
Dr. B. 
This contributor dispensed for “ French Ox” (prob- 
ably a first cousin to the Irish Bull), purified ox bile and 
for syrup aromaticum the following: 


TP TRE FETs ABs ns osig's bebe wee Sees ka bes swiahe oii 
EE as Gales dain an eae aN Saw E ANE NS SES ee 5i 


He gives no reason or authority for this formula for 
aromatic syrup and we are inclined to dissent, as syrupus 
aromaticus is official in the British Pharmacopceia and 
contains tincture of orange and cinnanton water and 
would not resemble a syrup extemporized from the Ger- 
man pharmacopeeial Tr. Aromat. 
RK Tinct. iodi. 

Aquae ammonize fort. 

SS ee eee err eee ene ee ere Re Tens 

The compounder writes: “ It was a clotted and ugly 
mixture. I made a second lot and set aside to see what 
it would do. The next day it was a clear solution of a 
sherry wine color.” 
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The clotting was due to the precipitation of the Canada 
turpentine and oil of the flexible collodion, and if the 
compounder had looked at the mixture a few days later 
he would probably have found an almost colorless liquid 
with a resinous precipitate. 

RR Antipyrin 

Sodii borat 

Acid. carbolic 

Chloral hydrat 

Glycerin 

Aqua dest. q. s. ad 

Misce. et sig. Apply. 

If improperly mixed an oily liquid will separate and 
sink to the bottom of the bottle and cannot be distributed. 
The antipyrine should be dissolved in half the available 
water and the other ingredients in the remainder, and these 
solutions mixed, when a homogeneous milky mixture will 
result. The difficulty here is due to one of the many in- 
compatibles of antipyrine. In this case carbolic acid is 
presumed to be the disturbing ingredient. 


R Extract opii 


Ext. hyoscyam 

Oleii theobrom., q. s. fiat suppos. No. vi. 

Our correspondent states that he made the supposi- 
tories in a mold, and that during a recent hot spell they 
crumbled, not melted or run together. He had often 
made them before but had never had the same experience. 

We presume that they were made by melting, and re- 
gret that the size of the suppository mold is not indicated. 
If made only 15-grain suppositories then, with nearly 
8% grains of medicaments in each, we can image that 
it might be difficult to get perfect cohesion. However, 
we are inclined to believe that the crumbling was due to 
a change in the cacao butter. We have frequently noted 
that this product if exposed in warm weather undergoes 
a peculiar change, becoming white, dry, and, if broken 
up or grated, loses its cohesiveness. The addition of a 
small amount of almond oil to the suppository mass gen- 
erally corrects this. 

Ii Iodine 

Potass. iodide 

I oss ais dae aa weed Ca hae cee eS gr. ij 

Menthol 

Ol. gaultheriz 

Alboline ad 

M. Sig. Use in atomizer four or five times a day. 

The physician insisted on the potassium iodide being 
added, and as he wanted a clear solution it had to be 
filtered out. The compounder inquires, What is the use 
of the potassium iodide? I fail to understand it in this 
prescription. 

The prescriber’s intent evidently was to insure solu- 
tion and absorption of the iodine. 

BR Sulphur precip 

Camphor 

Tragacanth 

Lig. calcis 

SI RIN os ois '5 5.6 wb 'd wo ns DAR dea eee aaewe es ee 

Misce. 

The contributor states that an excess of tragacanth is 
directed. -In his experience three grains is sufficient if 
thoroughly mixed with the sulphur and camphor, and 
then sufficient of the water is added at first to more than 
cover the powders and rubbed rapidly to'a smooth paste. 
KR Resorcin 

Chloral hydrat 

ETI 65,15. 5 ase Garo Sia Aon Unies bes he 0 ee a Ee 

Ol. ricini 

ee NR AE, oo 6s sei bash leo, cious 0.0.8:0478 0c cep 

This mixture liberates chlorine, and possibly with the 
formation of some sulphuric acid. 
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= Antimon. et potass. tart 
Codeine sulph 
Syrup pruni virg 


Misce. 

The tartar emetic causes a decided precipitation of the 
codeine. 

i Lanolin 

Cocaine mur gr. 

RM GUNG aleinin:6.4cso dig a So NES RA CORO Mae we REO a8 

Misce. 

Evidently the intention of the prescriber was to have 
the cocaine dissolved in the oleic acid, but as the salt is 
insoluble the compounder substituted the alkaloid cocaine, 
thus correcting the physician’s error. 

RR Nitro-glycerin 

Tinct. capsici 

Spt. vini rect. 

RAGA TORU. DIVEE HK GBs 6.016606 640s 6 ic RA Wa aeeewe 1 

Misce. 

In compounding this prescription our contributor al- 
lowed 20 Gm. of a I per cent. solution of nitroglycerin to 
evaporate spontaneously to 12.5 Cc., and used this in 
place of the alcohol directed. 


R Lycopodium 3 x 3ss (2 gr. tablets) 


3 x 3ss (2 gr. tablets) 

Sig. ‘Take two tablets alternately every three hours. 

This is a homeopathic prescription and means that 
Y% ounce of lycopodium, third decimal trituration, be 
made into 2-grain tablets, and that 1%4 ounce of sulphur, 
third decimal trituration, be similarly made into 2-grain 
tablets. 

To those not familiar with homceopathic pharmacy it 
may be interesting to explain that this trituration contains 
I part of the drug in 1,000 of trituration. Up to date 
pharmacists will find it profitable to study, at least, to 
some extent, homceopathic pharmacy, and a comparison 
of the pharmacopeeias will bring out much information 


of interest. 
(To be concluded.) 





A CIRCULATORY APPARATUS FOR MAKING 
SOLUTIONS OF IODINE.’ 


By M. I. WILBERT, 
Apothecary to the German Hospital, Philadelphia. 
i liquid preparations of iodine are not stable, has 
been known for a numbér of years. Dr. Coindet, 


one of the first physicians to use iodine as a medicinal 
agent, was probably the first to call attention to this 


fact. (Fisher on Iodine, A. J. P., 1829, p. 87.) Recog- 
nizing the fact that solutions of iodine deteriorate rap- 
idly on standing, some way of making small quantities 
of these solutions with the least possible expenditure 
of time and energy would appear to be desirable. 

From our experience, this is readily accomplished 
by the use of a simple circulatory apparatus, made from 
a wide mouth bottle and an ordinary test tube. 

A test tube having an outside diameter of from 2 to 
2.5 cm. is to be preferred. This should have from 12 
to 15 holes, about 1 mm. in diameter, in the bottom and 
lower portion of the side of the tube. <A perforated 
tube may be made by heating a small area of the tube 
in a Bunsen flame, touching the heated portion with a 
glass rod sufficiently long to make it adhere, then, by 
pulling gently on the rod, a localized projection is 
formed that is later broken off; the irregular shaped 
holes thus produced are reduced in size and the tube 
restored to its former shape by heating. 

The operation is a simple one when performed by 
an expert ; for the average individual it is perhaps easier 


1 Read at the fifty-first annual meeting of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, held at Mackinac Island, Mich., August, 1903. 
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and more satisfactory to buy the tubes, as they are 
quite inexpensive. The outer diameter of the tube 
should fit closely the inner side of the neck of the bot- 
tle, the tube can then be held at any hight by using a 
heavy rubber band, this at the same time acting as a 
stopper for the bottle. 

For making 200 Cc. of tincture of iodine, 150 Cc. of 
alcohol are put in the wide mouth bottle, the rubber 
band is then adjusted so that the upper row of perfora- 
tions in the tube are well above the line of the liquid, 
the necessary amount of iodine is then placed in the 
tube and the whole apparatus, closely stoppered, is 
then set aside for from one-half to two hours in a cool, 
dark place. When all the iodine is dissolved, the solu- 
tion is poured into a graduated flask, or suitable recep- 
tacle, the circulatory apparatus is washed out with the 
remaining portion of the alcohol, and this is then added 
to the first portion to make up the required amount. 
For making Lugol’s solution, or the U. S. P. test solu- 
tion of iodine, about three-fourths of the required water 
is placed in the bottle, the tube adjusted as before; the 
potassium iodide is then first dissolved, the apparatus 
well shaken to mix the solution, the iodine added and 
the apparatus stoppered and set aside. When the 
iodine is dissolved, the preparation is finished by wash- 
ing the apparatus with sufficient distilled water to 
make up the required amount. 

This apparatus is, of course, applicable to the mak- 
ing of a number of solutions, particularly of such chem- 
cials as are deteriorated by organic matter or are not 
readily soluble. 





VANILLA BEANS AND VANILLA EXTRACTS.' 
By J. H. Dow. 


they grow, and how can I tell one kind from another? 
These questions have been asked me again and again 
by druggists all over New England. To try and answer these 
questions and also impart what other information I can rela- 
tive to this important article is the object of this paper. 
Mexico and the Reunion Islands furnish most of the beans 
used in this country. The Seychelle Islands furnish a good 
many beans somewhat inferior to the others. From Guadaloupe 
we receive a bean known as the South American. A variety 
rarely met with in this country is the Java vanilla; its odor 
is much stronger than the Mexican and equally as fine. It is 
chiefly consumed in Holland. 


W “ites do most of the vanilla beans come from, how do 


THE MEXICAN METHOD OF VANILLA CULTURE. 


The method of cultivation and preparation of vanilla for 
the market varies somewhat in different countries. In Mexico 
vanilla is planted either in a field or in a forest. To render 
a forest fit for growing a crop all is cleared off but its young 
saplings, which serve as supports to the vanilla, the preference 
being given to trees having a milky sap. Near each tree two 
cuttings are placed side by side in the following manner: 

In a shallow trench 1% inches deep and 16 inches long 
tnree knots of cutting (previously deprived of leaves) are laid 
and covered up with brush and dead leaves; the remainder of 
the cutting, 2 or 3 feet long, is placed against the tree and 
tied to it. The supporting trees should be no nearer than 12 
or 15 feet, to give sufficient room for the development of the 
plant. After a month the cuttings have taken root and must 
be carefully kept from weeds or briers of all kinds. The third 
year vanilla thus planted begins to bear fruit and continues 
from 30 to 40 years. When, on the other hand, a field on flat 
land or river bottom is selected, the Mexicans first plow it 
up thoroughly and on it raise a crop of maize. While this is 
growing the field becomes, it appears, covered with a quantity 
of young lactescent trees of the fig family, which, after a year, 
are large and strong enough to support the vanilla vine. Then 
the setting of the plant is performed in the manner before 
described, and from these the finest product is obtained. 


HOW THE VANILLA IS GROWN IN REUNION. 


On the islands of the Reunion, Seychelles and Mauritius 


1 Read before the Vermont State Pharmaceutical Association, Sep- 
tember 2, 1903. 
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the mode of cultivation is still different. In Mexico, where the 
fecundation of the flower is left to nature, the plant is allowed 
to climb up the trees; while in Reunion, where the fecundation 
is artificially performed, the plant is not allowed to grow out 
of human reach; cuttings are set at the foot of trees, the trunks 
of which are joined together by sticks of bamboo, so as to form 
a sort of lattice on which the vanilla can grow and spread 
rapidly and freely. In no case are the trees ever cut down, for 
the plant loves a moist ground, and equally fears a burning 
sun. It is under these large trees that the vanilla plant is 
seen in its typical form, vigorous and very productive. Ex- 
perience has shown that a vanilla plantation should not be 
worked for over seven years, but in the meantime a new one 
is got in readiness so that there need be no interruption. 


THE VANILLA IS NOT AN AIR PLANT. 


One peculiarity of the vine is that after three or four years 
planting the stem will rot off at the roots and will continue 
to rot three to four feet up the vine, while the top looks green 
and flourishing. In the meantime from above where it is going 
to rot it shoots out fine little rootlets like threads and continues 
them to the ground. So delicate are these threads running 
along the trunk of the tree and so prominent the rotted off 
end of the stem that it gives the vine the appearance of living 
independent of the earth, giving rise to the theory that it is 
an air plant. It will sustain itself in a severed state, but to 
make material growth and fruitage it must connect itself with 
mother earth. A vine will bear from 15 to 45 beans a year, 
some vines having been known to produce as high as 65 beans 
at one time. Twenty beans to a vine is a good average crop. 
The peds are cut off separately as they ripen, since, if over- 
ripe, they are apt to split in drying, and if unripe, the product 
will be of an inferior color and fragrance. The pods take a 
month to arrive at full size and six months longer to ripen. 

The exact time: for collecting is judged by the crackling of 
the pod when pinched between the fingers. The bean is gath- 
ered in the late autumn, when nearly matured, in the form of 
a large green pod, and is immediately submitted to the process 
of drying and curing, which is said to reduce its weight 80 
per cent. and to require several months for completion. 


HOW THE BEAN IS CURED. 


Various are the processes known for curing. There are 
the Guiana, the Peruvian, the Mexican and the Reunion 
processes. The Mexican process is as follows: As soon as 
gathered the fruit is placed in heaps under a shed to protect 
it from both rain and sunshine, and a few days later is sub- 
mitted to a sweating process. This is carried out in two dif- 
ferent ways, according to the weather. If it happens to be 
warm and clear the beans are, early in the morning, spread on 
a woolen blanket and exposed to the direct rays of the sun; 
about 12 or 1 p.m. the blanket is folded around the beans and 
the bundle is left in the sun for the remainder of the day. 
In the evening all the pods are enclosed in tight boxes so that 
they may sweat the whole night. The next day the beans are 
again exposed to the sun. They thus acquire a dark coffee 
color, the shade being a deeper brown in proportion to the 
sweating operation. 

Should the weather be cloudy the vanilla is made into 
bundles and a number of these packed together into a small 
bail, which is first wrapped with woolen cloth, then with 
banana leaves over it and finally with a stout matting, which is 
bound firmly and sprinkled with water. An oven is now 
heated to 140 degrees and the bails containing the larger beans 
are placed in it. When the temperature has been reduced to 
113 degrees the smaller beans are introduced and the oven is 
closed tightly. After 24 hours the smaller beans are taken 
from the oven and 12 hours later the larger ones. During 
this process the vanilla has sweated and acquired a__ fine 
maroon color. Now the drying, a most delicate operation, must 
be attended to with great care. The beans are spread on mat- 
tings and exposed to the sun during nearly two months. When 
the drying is nearly completed it is finished in the shade in a 
very dry place. Such extremely delicate processes are not 
for crude agriculturists to conduct successfully. In Mexico 
are several wealthy curers who are also men of cultivation and 
refinement. Among the number may be mentioned Gonzolez. 
Marca, Silvaro, Moreno, Fuenta and J. P. Tremari, and from 
these it may be said the best Mexican vanilla beans may be 
obtained. 

THE UNITED STATES IS THE LARGEST CONSUMER OF VANILLA. 


We use more than all the rest of the world combined, and 
chiefly the best kinds produced. The Mexican beans have for 
years been considered the finest beans, but of late years the 
general quality of vanilla has changed to a noticeable degree. 
Mexicans are not quite so handsome as in former years, proba- 
bly owing to the fact that, while then every curer and packer 
took pride in offering goods that surpassed his competitors, 
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they now look after the pecuniary side only. Whereas, crystal- 
ized Mexican pods were formerly of frequent occurrence, they 
now rarely possess any crystals. 

RECENT ARRIVALS OF BAD QUALITY. 


Up to December 1, 1902, the arrivals of new crop Mexican 
beans aggregated 30 cases; the receipt of such a quantity so 
early as this is extraordinary. The arrivals consisted entirely 
of cuts, and this indicates that the beans are not curing well, in 
other words, are likely to mite; some people call these mites 
lice, and when a bean becomes mited the fine flavor is spoiled 
and the bean will soon become unfit for making extract. Up 
to the present time the beans that have arrived from Mexico 
are very bad quality and about all show mite. The good cured 
beans are held back in Mexico and most people in the vanilla 
business believe they are recuring them, so that they will keep 
with out moulding or miting after they arrive here. 


CHARACTER OF THE BOURBON VARIETY. 


Bourbon vanilla beans—all beans from the French posses- 
sions are called Bourbons—have improved wonderfully in re- 
cent years, every new crop being an improvement on the old one. 
Twenty-five years ago it was a difficult matter to sell Bourbon 
beans in this market, while now we import more of this variety 
than we do of the Mexicans. Prime Bourbon beans to-day are 
handsomer in appearance than Mexicans. The Mexican beans 
come in pods from 5 to 9 inches in length, round and tapering 
at both ends, with a hook at one end; in color they vary from 
a reddish brown to almost black, and when of prime quality 
are of a dark chocolate color with a thin, smooth, oily epi- 
dermis and quite pliable. The Bourbon or Reunion vanillas 
resemble the Mexicans very much in general appearance, ex- 
cepting that they are generally covered with crystals of vanil- 
- lin—later on I will call your attention to the so-called vanillin 
sold in the market at the present time. The odor of this 
variety is not quite as fine as that of the Mexican, though an 
extract made from the best Bourbon fruit compares very well 
with the best Mexican. The vanillin crystals also vary much, 
there being long, snow white crystals, white matted masses 
resembling cotton, and light and dark yellow crystals. This 
variation in color is due solely to their age. The Seyschelle 
Islands furnish us with a bean much inferior to any of those 
previously mentioned. Its odor is often smoky or inky. The 
pods range from 4 to 8 inches long and are of a light brown 
to a dark brown color, and as a general thing they are nicely 
crystallized. England is the chief market for this variety. 

Vanillas imported from Tahiti are almost devoid of the true 
vanilla flavor, their flavor resembling heliotrope. The pods 
vary from 4 to 8 inches in length and are flat, very pliable and 
soft, and of a dark brown color. 

In Mexico men, women and children use the vanilla bean 
as a narcotic, placing a piece of the bean cut open under the 
tongue, the pod side mext to the tongue. 

IMPORT STATISTICS. 

Mexican vanilla frequently comes into the market cut up 
in lengths from % to 144 inches long and known as cuts. These 
are of inferior quality, being made from wind-falls, pods picked 
before maturity, split pods, and such as are too small or un- 
sightly to pack in bundles. The consumption vu’ vanilla is con- 
stantly increasing, as will be seen by the following figures, 
showing the importations into the country during the past 13 
years: 


Mexican. Bourbon. Mexican. Bourbon. 


Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. 
RSS e 50,000 94,800 ree 25,998 90,572 
Se 60,000 110,000 Seer 40,000 
re 74,000 160,000 a 58,521 65,378 
Se 74,544 170,620 |) Pree 291,000 90,000 
eee 41,752 101,111 POUENa a eee 176,000 100,000 


The market prices on beans have varied greatly during the 
past ten years, Mexicans bringing as high as $20 per pound 
and running down as low as $5. Bourbons are generally from 
$2 to $3 lower than Mexicans. At present the latter are quite 
high owing to a scarcity. 

In buying vanilla beans the best way is to buy from a thor- 
oughly reliable house, one in which you have confidence. 


FRAUDS IN VANILLA BEAN BUSINESS. 


It is a fact that but very few druggists are able to dis- 
tinguish one bean from another, and why? Simply because 
they have never given much thought to the matter, as the 
amount that the druggist generally buys is small and he thinks 
it not of importance enough to study up on. But with the in- 
creasing demand for extract of vanilla the matter of buying 
good beans is important, and druggists should be better posted 
on the quality of the goods they buy. I have seen some rank 
specimens of beans sold to druggists for prime Mexicans at 
high prices that were nothing but Tahitis. Stripping is an- 
other species of fraud. It is done by cutting the beans on the 
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inside with a very sharp knife nearly the whole length of the 
bean, then laying it in alcohol for several hours. After the 
bean has soaked it is taken and rubbed over with oil, the in- 
cision carefully pressed together, more oil rubbed on, and the 
bean put in the center of the bundle, and the article will bring 
a higher price than if it had not been manipulated. Always 
examine your beans carefully if you have any doubts as to 
quality. Beans that have been split in the manner described 
above will open very easily by pulling slightly from both sides 
of the bean. 

Tonka beans should be used carefully. In making an ex- 
tract from these beans never use it clear, as it is poisonous. It 
can be used as a blend in extract of vanilla. 

AS TO SUBSTITUTES FOR NATURAL VANILLA. 

‘The greatest rival of vanilla beans is vanillin, but it is not 
to be compared with the bean when a first-class extract of 
vanilla is desired. The vanillin of commerce is not extracted 
from the bean, but is a manufactured product, made from the 
eugonol of cloves and allspice and gum benzoin; it also exists 
in asparagus, lupine seeds, the seeds of the common wild rose 
and asafetida. The first vanillin was made by De Laire and 
was put on the market at $12 per ounce; to-day it can be 
bought for 50 cents per ounce. Coumarin, which is the active 
principle of Tonka bean, is used largely with vanillin and can 
be purchased for 35 cents per ounce. This artificial vanillin, 
while rendering very good service in the making of perfumes, 
in which it has the advantage over the bean of absence of color, 
can never displace it as a flavoring extract, despite assertions 
to the contrary. It lacks the delicate flavor of the natural 
bean. If you want first-class extract of vanilla, steer clear 
of vanillin. 

A GOOD FORMULA FOR VANILLA EXTRACT. 

There are so many formulas for making vanilla extract 
that to enumerate one-half of them would take too much time, 
so I will give only one, which has been tried often and always 
proved good. 

To make one gallon of vanilla extract proceed as follows: 


I. 6.6.6.5 CWA SR a OS 8A wae ried Keee REESE 0z. 8 
NIE ia. 0.9 6.0 shadets.s 4°4.9:4 are hans SeLkM'S wa bee phe eS oz. 6 

TERE ree eee et re ee eee ee pints 4 
a cas pe OO OATS RL ne oer Petre eS Oe ee pints 4 


Cut or grind the beans very fine; rub with the glycerin and 
put. in a wooden keg (a brandy cask if possible), dissolve the 
sugar in the water, first heating the water if convenient, then 
mix the water and alcohol and add to the vanillas. Keep in a 
warm place for three to six months before using. Shake often. 
To clear, percolate through the dregs. If a dark, rich coloring 
is desired, add a little sugar coloring. To get the full benefit 
of the vanilla beans put them into maceration as soon as you 
get them. 





Uniform Pharmacy Registration Requirements. 

Uniformity of requirements for license to practice pharmacy 
in the several States would be a desirable reform. The profes- 
sion could hardly suffer from the establishment of a national 
standard of efficiency. The test examination would no doubt 
be made more rigorous than at present, if anything, and it 
really seems unfortunate that the entire matter cannot be con- 
trolled by a national bureau of pharmacy, instead of the State 
boards, as at present, with their varying standards and lack of 
harmony. ° 

Recognizing the right of each State to control its own citi- 
zens in this matter, and the consequent impracticability of na- 
tional control, the resort must be had to some form of recip- 
rocal registration in pharmacy—i. ¢., to some form of interstate 
registration which will make it possible for a druggist who has 
registered in one State to secure a certificate on removal to an- 
other State without a re-examination. This subject was ably 
discussed in no less than five papers, which were read at the re- 
cent annual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion at Mackinac Island. The writers of these papers repre- 
sented widely scattered sections of the United States, showing 
that the demand for uniformity of registration is not confined 
to any section. 

On this subject no less an authority than the AMERICAN 
DrvuGGIST says that, while it is not to be expected that imme- 
diate action will be taken looking toward the establishment of 
reciprocity or of such a volunteer national board, as has been 
proposed, yet when once the conference has been organized, and 
when the members of the several boards have found that they 
can co-operate with each other to great advantage, as they no 
doubt will find, it is only reasonable to expect that some prac- 
ticable means will be found which will do away with the neces- 
sity of reexamination of every pharmacist changing his place 
of abode from one State to another.—Paint, Oil and Drug Re- 
view. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Reactions for Strychnine.—Guerin (Journal de Phar- 
macie et de Chimie, June 15, 1903) says that Wentzel’s 
reaction (1 part of potassium permanganate and 100 parts 
of sulphuric acid), which gives a violet color with strych- 
nine, is also obtainable with tartrates, citrates, sulpho- 
cyanides and organic matter. For this reason it is better 
to employ the reagents of Mandelin or of Kundrat (am- 
monium vanadate and sulphuric acid), or the solution of 
cerium oxide in sulphuric acid, recommended by Sonnen- 
schein. As regards potassium bichromate and sulphuric 
acid, it does not give any reaction with sulphocyanides, 
but on contact with citrates and tartrates it gives a green 
color, which cannot be confused with the intense violet of 
strychnine. 


A Reaction for Hydrastinine.—Jorissen (Annales de 
Chimie Analytique, 1903, p. 127) says that hydrastinine 
may be distinguished from other alkaloids through its 
behavior with Nessler’s reagent. If a few drops of this 
reagent be added to a solution of hydrastinine hydro- 
chlorate a precipitate is formed which at once turns black. 
If a few drops of this reagent be added to morphine, or 
apomorphine, a similar reaction occurs; but the other 
alkaloids do not react this way. Of the bitter principles 
only picrotoxin precipitates mercury from Nessler’s re- 
agent. 


A Curious Mode of Decomposing Light.—Mansier 
(Répertoire de Pharmacie, August, 1903), describes a 
remarkable method of decomposing a ray of light by 
chemical means. It is well known that when certain 
liquids are superimposed their surface of contact is col- 
ored and rendered iridescent, the colors changing accord- 
ing to the angle of incidence of the visual rays, and 
constituting the tints of the solar spectrum. The super- 
imposition of two liquids, glycerin and oil of turpentine, 
constitute a curious mode of decomposing white light. 
These two liquids are completely insoluble in each other, 
and on shaking, nothing but a mixture of particles, in 
other words, an emulsion, is obtained. 

A quantity of each of these liquids is introduced into 
a test tube, and the two are mixed by shaking briskly. 
The two liquids again separate when the shaking is 
stopped, but they each contain minute globules of the 
other liquid, so that they are not perfectly transparent on 
close examination. On examining black objects, writing 
in black ink, etc., through these liquids they will be seen 
to have a blue color, and their outlines will show a yellow 
tint, the complementary color of blue. If the same test 
tube be placed in a water-bath, which is brought to 70° 
C., and when the liquids separate and become clear, if 
one examines the same objects those that had been colored 
blue appear green, and gradually as the liquid cools they 
assume successively a yellow, orange, red, violet, indigo 
and finally a blue color, in other words, the colors of the 
spectrum, but in a slightly different order. With each 
color the object has a halo of the complementary color 
applying to each tint as they change. This dispersion of 
white light into two different colors is due to the differ- 
ence in the refraction of the two liquids. If the official 
glycerin be discarded, and if glycerin at 30° Baumé be 
used, the green tint may be obtained in the cold with this 
mixture. It is sufficient to add glycerin drop by drop to 


this mixture to obtain the whole scale of colors of the 
spectrum without heating the mixture. 


Instead of oil 


of turpentine the oils of thyme, eucalyptus, of bergamot, 
etc., may be used. (It is possible that a method of this 
kind might prove useful as a test for the identity or the 
purity of certain preparations—Editor. ) 


A Reaction for Nirvanine.—Deniges (Bulletin de la 
Societé de Pharmacie de Bordeaux, June, 1903) suggests 
the use of a combination of nirvanine with mercuric 
cyanide in testing for the presence of nirvanine in a solu- 
tion. When a solution of nirvanine and of sodium 
chloride of each Gm. 1 in Cc.50 of water, is mixed with 
a solution containing Gm. 0.20 of mercuric cyanide in 
the same quantity of water, there is formed on the sur- 
face of the liquid a deposit composed of crystalline needles 
arranged in groups or in bundles. When more concen- 
trated solutions of these substances are taken, the pres- 
ence of sodium chloride is not indispensable. The pres- 
ence of alkaline chlorides or bromides favors, like that 
of sodium chloride, the formation of the chloro-cyanide 
of nirvanine and mercury. Other mercuric salts, notably 
the bromide, the chloride, the sulphate, furnish combina- 
tions with nirvanine, but the crystals appear only after a 
certain time. 

The reaction discovered by Deniges may serve for 
the microchemical diagnosis of nirvanine. A drop of the 
solution of nirvanine (1:100) is taken, and a drop of a 
solution containing Gm. 1 of mercuric cyanide, Gm. 1 
of sodium chloride, and Gm. 10 of water is superimposed. 
The slide is shaken, and a precipitate is formed which can 
be seen under the microscope, consisting of the charac- 
teristic long needles formed by nirvanine under these con- 
ditions. Mercuric cyanide may also be detected in the 
same manner, using the test inversely. On a drop of a 
solution consisting of Gm. 0.5 of nirvanine, Gm. 0.5 of 
sodium chloride and Gm. 15 of water, a drop of the liquid 
suspected of containing mercuric cyanide is placed. The 
crystals are looked for in the resulting precipitate. 


Color Reactions of Chloroform with Phenols.—Du- 
pouy (Bulletin de la Société de Pharmacie de Bordeaux, 
May, 1903) shows that when chloroform is made to react 
upon phenols in the presence of potassium salts, there 
arise color reactions which differ according to the nature 
of the phenol. With ordinary phenol a yellow color is ob- 
tained. With resorcin, it is gooseberry red, with naphtho! 
it is blue. Dupouy further tried this reaction on other 
phenols, and found that it is characteristic for thymol, on 
the addition of sulphuric acid. He proceeded as follows: 
Half a cubic centimeter of an alcoholic solution of thymol 
in the strength of 5 per cent. is treated with a drop of 
chloroform and a tablet of caustic potassa, and boiled. 
The mixture turns yellow, then red. If 1 Cc. of sulphuric 
acid be added, and if the mixture be again heated, a very 
intense violet color is produced. If this violet liquid be 
dissolved in acetic acid, a liquid is obtained which in the 
spectroscope gives a spectrum much like that of oxy- 
hemoglobin, with the difference that the two bands situ- 
ated in the green are closer to the red of the spectrum. 
The violet solution gives a spectrum with a band between 
the D line and the red. In the absence of chloroform 
sulphuric acid gives, in the presence of thymol and po- 
tassa, a slight bluish tint, and is devoid of spectral lines. 

Dupouy’s reaction may be used to detect the presence 
of very small amounts of chloroform and in toxicological 
examinations Vitali’s method may be used, the chloroform 
being extracted by means of a current of hydrogen. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





State Boards That Recognize the New York State 
Certificate.—Referring to a note in this column in our 
issue of July 27, 1903, Dr. George F. Payne, the dean of 
the Atlanta College of Pharmacy, writes: 

“T notice in one of your recent issues a reply to a corre- 
spondent (G. L. M.) as to the State boards recognizing 
New York State licenses. A number of States are men- 
tioned as recognizing the New York State certificates. I 
was not aware that the New York Board of Pharmacy rec- 
ognized the certificates of any other States, but you are 
in error in naming Georgia as one of the States that 
recognizes the New York State Board. I did not know 
there was any State in the Union that would recognize 
the licenses of a State which does not recognize the 
licenses of other States.’ 

“Georgia always stands ready to do the fair thing 
by the other States, but it could hardly be expected that 
she would recognize the licenses of a State that did not 
reciprocate with her. We believe in a general under- 
standing between the various State boards and the vari- 
ous colleges of pharmacy as well, but we do not always 
get what we want in this world.” 

We gladly accept Dr. Payne’s correction. With re- 
gard to the State of Georgia we should have said that 
“the Board of Pharmacy of this State interchanges li- 
censes with such boards as have accepted the New Orleans 
plan of 5 per cent. above requirements to pass examina- 
tion, provided the average made is not less than 70 per 
cent.,” in accordance with a statement made to us by Dr. 
Henry R. Slack, while he was secretary of the Georgia 
State Board of Pharmacy, in 1895. Dr. Payne, appears, 
however, to have overlooked the saving clause in a por- 
tion of our answer to G. L. M., where it was expressly 
stated that the boards named “ accept the certificates of 
the New York State Board of Pharmacy in lieu of ex- 
amination, subject to certain conditions, particulars of 
which can be obtained upon application to the secretaries 
of the respective boards.” 

In connection with the foregoing it may be stated that 
the boards of pharmacy of the following named States 
register graduates in pharmacy without examination: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Mis- 
souri, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, Vermont, 
West Virginia, Wyoming. In most of the States named 
graduates of pharmacy are required to have drug store 
experience, varying from two to four years. 


The Treatment of Mange in Dogs.—F. W.—The 
symptoms of mange are caused by a parasite that burrows 
beneath the skin of the animal. The disease resembles the 
“itch” which afflicts human beings and, as in the case 
of itch, sulphur is the sovereign remedy. A favorite 
= compound with kennel keepers is made as fol- 
Ows: 


This is applied with a swab made by rolling a rag 
around the end of a stick; the mixture being rubbed 
gently but thoroughly into the animal’s skin, especially 
along the back. The operation is a very grateful one to 
the animal and the application is seldom resisted. 


For kennel dogs the mixture is allowed to remain on 
the animal and is renewed after each bath. In the treat- 
ment of house dogs, however, it is customary to tie the 
animals up for a few hours after the ointment is applied 
and then give them a good scrubbing with soap and 
water before turning them loose. The mixture will be 
found useful in the treatment of the other diseases of 
the skin that dogs are afflicted with in hot weather. 


Colic Cure for Horses.—M. F. H.—The usual colic 
mixture is a strong anodyne and carminative potion of 
some such composition as the following : 


Tincture of opium 
Spirit of peppermint. 
Tincture of ginger 


This is given as one dose in a pint of water and re- 
peated in an hour if necessary. As soon as the more 
urgent symptoms subside, it is recommended to admini- 
ster a purgative—an ounce of powdered aloes in a pint 
of linseed oil being a favorite drench with many horse- 
men. 

Chloral hydrate in ounce doses inclosed in a capsule 
is also an effective remedy for colic in horses. 

We do not know what the homceopathic remedy for 
colic is, but have seen it stated that it was a dilution of 
colocynth. 


Large Sized Capsules.—J. D. inquires as to the best 
excipient for massing the subjoined prescription in order 
to produce a capsule of the smallest possible size. He 
has found it impossible to force the mass into 00 capsules 
and, having divided it into 20 parts, and made the dose 
2 capsules, he has experienced difficulty in using No. 1 
capsules. The prescription follows: 


Gm. vili 


Phenalgin Gm. viii 


M. Divide into ten capsules. 


It will be seen that the directions call for a single 
dose of 1.6 Gm., or nearly 25 grains, a quantity too large 
for ordinary capsules when packed dry ; with an excipient 
a veterinary capsule would be needed as the mass would 
make a fair sized bolus. 

All things considered it will be found best to fill the 
capsule dry instead of massing. The drugs should be 
first rubbed down well in a wedgewood—not glass— 
mortar to make as dense a powder as possible. Even then 
it will be necessary to double the number of capsules, but 
a smaller sized capsule can be used. 


The Detection of Saccharin in Fruit Juices and 
Syrups.—E. K. M—A modification of Roessing’s test 
for saccharin in beer will probably answer the purpose 
and its ease of application is in its favor. 

To 2 or 3 pints of a 5 or 10 per cent. solution of the 
suspected juice or syrup, add a little phosphoric acid 
and shake out this solution a small a portion at a time 
with an equal portion of ether, using the same portion 
of ether each time. After the whole of the solution has 
thus been extracted by the ether, the latter is evaporated 
off in a capsule dish and the residue dried. The residue 
is then repeatedly rubbed up with a small portion of 
anhydrous ether, which after decanting from any in- 
soluble residue is mixed with an equal volume of benzin. 
This is well mixed, allowed to stand a short time to allow 
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any particles to subside, and then filtered, after which 
the filtrate is evaporated a little at a time on a watch 
glass, and if necessary dried in an exsiccator over sul- 
phuric acid. If saccharin is present the watch glass will 
be coated with a layer of white crystals intensely sweet. 


Formulas for Blue Print Photography.—W. S. K. 
writes : “ I have been using the subjoined formula in mak- 
ing blue print paper for photographic use, but find it too 
slow. 


pom and ammonia CPA. .....cc cc ccccccvessscce 3i 
en “Cri. <s nico bonuses wo bb ess bw h's oo 3i 
MPS (Seabee webces$ nba benueee ses kb.ceuhssauvenwe Sviij 


“Would you please give me a formula for a fast blue 
paper similar to that now on the market.” 

Our correspondent’s formula approximates in com- 
position the sensitizing formula used by expert workers. 
He has, however, confused the ferricyanide salt with the 
ferrocyanide. The potassium ferrocyanide is only used 
in the positive process by engineers and draughtsmen who 
want positive prints from their designs, which are them- 
selves positive. 

Our correspondent would obtain better results by 
doubling the quantity of salts used in his formula and 
taking care of course to use the red prussiate of potash 
(potassium ferricyanide) instead of the yellow prussiate, 
or potassium ferrocyanide. We append several formulas 
which are in use by expert photographers : 


i 
ONE a is |: | a 3ij 
PT asks bok uch ons Kaede sbN ESM SSE 6.08 56505 cs Sa i 
[oe ee SEO MRMN Sc 00. cdks code New es tanks sevdeee aij 
ET cca sh cba racndn oes sds ekNich oes ewes se esabksee 5i 
For use mix equal parts of A and B. 
II. 
| eee ee 3V 
Iron and ammonium citrate............... Svij gr. lv 
RE Re ie Ae leee o er ryt are ye 5vi 
ee ee INS 5 iso 3 Che webe eee ws Sensex sees 3ss 


Dissolve the potassium ferricyanide in the water, add 
the ammonia, and then the iron and ammonium citrate 
and stir until a clear solution is produced. 


Ill. 
Hope’s Formula. 


Prepare a stock solution by dissolving 256 grains of 
potassium ferricyanide C. P. in 4 ounces of water. Cover 
the bottle with opaque paper and label it, “ Stock solu- 
tion, red prussiate of potash. 1 drachm equals 8 grains.” 
This will keep indefinitely. When it is desired to sensi- 
tize paper, dissolve 50 grains of iron and ammonium 
citrate in 4% ounce of water. For use mix 4 drachms 
of each solution, filtering each through a wad of wet 
cotton in the process of mixing. If the paper is to be 
kept more than a week before use, add 1 grain of potas- 
sium bromide to the mixture. 

Our correspondent complains of the slowness of the 
paper he is using. This is one of the faults commonly 
imputed to blue print papers, which are notoriously slow 
printers, especially in dull or cloudy weather. 





From Coast to Coast. 


The AMERICAN DrucGist comes to me regularly and I must 
say I think it one of the best journals published. I wouldn’t 
be without it. A. W. PRESTON. 

BALLARD, WASH., September 4, 1903. 





Permit me to express my appreciation of the AMERICAN 
Dervuacist, its value to the trade, science and pharmaceutical 
knowledge in general. Its thoroughness and careful selection 
of interesting and useful reading matter is really satisfying. 

S. M. SpryszyNsKI. 

BuFFALo, N. Y., August 11, 1903. 
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BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


OPENING NEW STORES. 


GOOD many announcements of the opening of new 
stores or of removal to new quarters come to this 
department. 

Many of these announcements are excellent, but many 
miss the mark because they are not direct enough. They 
attempt to tell too much, when the essential thing is that 
one thing be told as forcibly as possible. The other things 
had better be left until some other time. 

A removal or an opening is an important event in 
the history of a store; it cannot be impressed too forcibly. 
It is, therefore, better to focus attention on the one point. 
At least make this point the dominant one. There would 
be fewer mistakes of this character if one fact was more 
generally appreciated. This fact is that no one circular 
or ad. can be made to take the place of six. The stories 
of yesterday, to-day and to-morrow cannot be combined 
without lessening the effectiveness of each. Better bear 
in mind the thing that most needs telling to-day and then 
tell it as directly as possible. If you intend to move and 
desire to issue a folder announcing the fact, don’t beat 
around the bush, go directly to the point. Let there be 
no doubt as to the nature of the story in the folder. The 
first page can wisely be something like this: 





e 
Shall 
Move 








BLANK BROTHERS. 











If there are to be souvenirs on the opening day, the 
next page can announce the fact in the heading. Then 
this can be followed by whatever it seems necessary to 
say to excite interest in the event. There is no objection 
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to saying something about the service to be rendered in 
the new store, although that is another story and can be 
deferred until the opening, and then be presented at the 
time the matter of service needs particular emphasis. 





Perfume Talk 


Do yop know that all perfumes are injured by light 
and heat, and that the lenges they are kept in stock the 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 
‘ 4 less f nt, and chorter lasting they become? For that 
EpiTor BusInEss BUILDING: reason I only buy a half pound of «kind at a PP aos 





Inclosed find two of our ads which I wish you would criti- 
cise. We have the only drug store in our town. Ad No. 1 is 
the size space we use as a general thing. It is large enough for 
a $3,000 stock of drugs, paints, wall paper and jewelry. We 
change ads every week. Huston & RYERSON. 

Conway, Ia. 


The amount of space to be used is to be determined 
by its cost and the amount of material that you have to 
publish. For the average advertiser, who rarely has rec- 
ognized the advertising possibilities of his stock, a space 
the size of yours would be ample. If, however, you wish 


always have them fresh. | keep them all ina rather dark 
and cool place, and whenever you see’ a perfume that is 
exposed to the strong daylight, you can bet it is not as 
good as it once was, for in one or two days strong light 
will spoil the best perfume ever made. Next time you 
want something real nice ina perfume let me show you 
one or more of the following olete at 31.00 an ounce. 

Piyers LaTrefla (Freach imported) Koger & Gallet Vera 
Vioetta (French imported) Ed. Pinaud’s Vio'ette Reine 
(French imported) Gueralin’s Famous Jicky (French im- 
ported) Dabrook’s LaSylva (American product) 

At 5fcents an ounce I have, Colgate’s LaFrance Rose 
(The finest rose odor made at. any price) Dabxook's Locust 
Blossom (something new) lielmirope, Jocky Club, New 
Mown pay, Crab Apple Blossom, Kussian Violet, Stolen 
Sweets, Persian Bouquet, All popular odors, and good ones 
for the money. 


to push all your lines properly and the cost of space is 
reasonable, I think you can advisedly use twice as much, 
presenting two or three of your lines in each ad., so 
arranging your copy as to present each subjcet separately. 

Yours ads. are not very attractively set, a difficulty 
you may not be able to overcome. 

The ads. should, however, be productive of results, 
because you give people definite description of goods and 
tell the prices. 1 


Such advertising hardly ever fails, although results  geyqpaeweresweee @ CO. 


may be a little slow in the start. ag pal 
t Sponges are sweet an 


clean—agrecable to the skin—no 
& & & Ever Try a trouble to keep in hygienic condi- 


Rubber Sjonge ? tion Five sizes, Our prices less 


35c. to $1.00. than usual prices—3ic. to $1.00 


e 

each. Popular with fastidious Wiley-ward 
people. when you want to make a dol- 

From Kerr’s Pharmacy, Pittsburg, comes a copy of lar look like two. When it 
“ Kerrent News,” a store paper of conventional character, ie 4 Didibeniee son 
but better than the average because good ink has been That's what our customers tel 
used on first-class paper. cas 

The first page is devoted to little talks on the store, the Spaulding’s Health | 00 Beam Sa ve tet 
prescription department, etc. Treatment - + - $ a Fis Sed, whole or ground, =". 

The three remaining pages are occupied by lists of Cathar ee? a 
goods at cut prices. Cite of Mageesa, * 

If this is the regular arrangement of this publication 
I should say that there was more price-list than neces- 
sary, and that a large portion of the space could better 
be devoted to other purposes. 

For a single issue, however, a list of this kind may 
be advisable, as its very length’is apt to impress people. 


es fF 


—————e—eE=e=E==aq~aaao———[——[=——= 
Paul V. McCoy, The Druggist, 


Agent for Eastman Kodaks and Films 


Mail orders filled 

















STORE PAPER. 





eae 














The Medicine is a prescription _ 
from one of the Essence of Ginger, 
finest physicians of the world. : by ay 


It is the Greatest Blood Tonic on the market. 


* 

It is fully warranted to benefit within 
two weeks or money returned. Hundreds 
can testify to relief and cure from Nervous- 
neas, Rheumatism, Disorderd Stomachs and 
Constipati It positively cannot injure 
the most delicate constitution. Sold at 


Spaulding’s Drug Store, Hallowell, Me. 4 
SOME ADS OF THE DAY. 3 
Just the 


Violet Store 


nice Pills, 2 grains, 
ba + «+ + Se. doz, 2c, a 100 


John K. Wiley & Co. 


‘The Reasonable Draggists, 
135 H. Broad Si. Of. eademg. 


PHONE 900-x. 














1. A long, breezy, straightforward and effective ad from 
North Dakota. This ad is attractively displayed, is quite sure 
to be read, and when read will leave a satisfactory impression. 

2. This ad is rendered distinctive by the permanent address 
cuts used at top and bottom. The space is, however, so small 





NATURE'S 


REMEDIES For You. 


that the ad proper is somewhat overshadowed by the cuts. 
It is difficult to set the ad so as to make it apparent that a 
change of copy has been made, because the dominating feature 
of the ad is always alike. The remedy is to use more space or 
to use lighter face cuts. 

3. An ad of merit, because the displayed lines tell the story 
and because the chief essentials of advertising have been ob- 
served. The ad tells what the article is, where it originated, 
what it is for, what it costs, how and where it is sold. 

4. About the proper thing in cut-rate advertising. 

5. The upper half of this ad appeared in this department 
about seven years ago. Been abroad since then, as I have seen 
it in English newspapers. Evidently back for a visit to old 
familiar haunts. 

6. Might be better, but still better than the average. It 
should sell some soap. 

7. The kind of an ad that most advertisers like, but not the 
sort that should be regularly used. , 


are pure air and ‘vater@the latter 
is best spplied with a SPONGE. 
There te health and energy in a 
SPONGE 8ATH. stakes away 
“that tired feeling. «Nothing can 
take the place of @ BPONGE for a 
quick bath, We have @ponges to 
sell—Sc. to §75. 

SEE OUR WEST WINDOW—'IT CON. 
TAINS THE LARGEST SPONGE 
EVER PUT ON SALE IN THIS. 
CITY. 


SYKES’ SUPERB SODA. 


EVERYBODY DRINKS IT. 
EVERYBODY LIKES IT. 


SYKES’ DRUG STORE, 


135 Market Sireet, 
Tol. 2532. “‘Wrar Maia Street. 
Saratoge Spring Waters, Oirect trom 
the Mineral Springs, Saratoga, N. Y., Al- 
waye Sale at Our Fountain. 


5 


: unused cakes for any other ifc 
» soap, We are sure you'll like it 
’ 





Soap 


Do you want a good Toliet ? 
Soap? “ 

WIOLET looks like a 25c. 
soap. but ses for ISc é 

It's the best 15c soap we ever 9 
handied : 

We have all the popular Toilet . 
soaps, but we push WAOLET, 
because it gives splendid satis- 
faction 

We will send cut a box of 3 
cakes fcr 45c. If you don't like 
It, come back and exchange the 


Boynton’s Pharmacy 


14 MAIN STREET. 
53-14 


Tel. 





Not long ago a lady remarked 
to us: “Your store is just tte 
@ore for me, I like it better 
than any drug store at which I 
ever traded.” If you have ret 
traded here, try us; perhaps pou 
would find this to be “just the 


will do everything in our power 
to make your dealings of such 
& charecter as to Win your ¢a- 
thustastic approval. 


The Barkman 


Drug pare 
77 CO : 








6 


ie 
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Opportunities for Export Trade. 





MEXICO’S PROGRESS UNDER 
INFLUENCE. 


N article in the September World’s Work, by Eugene P. 
A Lyle, jr., describes the awakening of Mexico under the 
influence of American capital and ideas. According to 
the last census (1900), Mexico had a population of 13,570,544, 
or an increase of nearly a million in five years. The following 
abstract of Mr. Lyle’s interesting account of the present condi- 
tion of Mexico is reprinted, with a few of the illustrations, 
through the courtesy of the publishers of World’s Work. 

Seven thousand land barons own nearly the whole territory 
of the republic, and the peons have been their serfs. By the 
side of this system of feudalism is an investment of 500,000,000 
American dollars, with life and progress in its train. The peon 
earns 15 cents a day, and is always in debt to his patron, who 
hoids him permanently by this obligation and transfers him 
along with it when he sells his estate. But the Americans 
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Mount Popocatepetl. 


have come in with their railroads, farms, smelters and vast 
farming operations, and have been bidding up the price of labor. 
They pay 75 cents, $1, and more. The peon pays off his debt 
and becomes a man. The Government offers free education to 
iis children, from the alphabet to the highest degree, and ex- 
pects soon to make schooling compulsory. 

With her taste of peace Mexico has feasted on material 
prosperity. Consider the statistics of exports and imports for 
the last two fiscal years: 

Total imports. 
RG i otis bck cbtekce ss aoee $65,083,400 
RS ia was rabat boos on tose 64,656,000 

Total] exports. 
SIL ots toi po hice 


ois Saw bss wae inte $70,860,400 
| rrr ree Pree re ee 78,070,000 


From United States. 
$31,026,400 
37,450,600 

To United States. 
$57,440,000 
63,290,000 

The slight falling off of imports was due, doubtless, to the 

faii of silver, when Mexico cut down her expenses abroad. 

Yet the imports from the United States show an increase of 

more than $6,000,000. Also, Mexico’s exports to us have in- 


creased in greater proportion than the total increase. In fact, 


we have absorbed nearly all the increase. This means that 
Mexico’s trade with the United States is growing faster than 
with any other country. With us alone she almost effects the 
balance of her trade. Our greatest competitor, England, sold 
to her but $8,000,000. So the bulk is American—58 per cent. 
of imports, 80 per cent. of exports. 

Mexico is held back by the uncertain value of her silver 
money. Trade is a gamble. Even the bootblack has to raise 
the price of his shine when silver goes down. Wages are the 
only thing that does not rise. Capital must figure on a margin 
of at least 30 per cent. a year, and even then it often loses 
money. ie 

In spite of these drawbacks American capital is pouring 
in. Kansas City alone has sent $50,000,000 within the past 
five years. Seventy per cent. of all the American money in- 
vested in the country has gone into railroads. The Mexican 
Central alone has absorbed $159,000,000; the National, $107,- 
500,000. Eighty per cent. of all the railroad capital of Mexico 


From World’s Work. 


is American. There are now over 11,000 miles of rails in the 
country, and the amount is steadily increasing. 

Americans own all the important systems but three, and 
are heavy stockholders in these. They have recently bought 
the National from the British, and the Gulf line from the 
Belgians. They furnish the operating officers, the conductors 
and engineers and sometimes the rest of the train crews. 

The old Mexican mines are being rejuvenated by American 
methods. Americans are improving the great ranches and de- 
veloping the manufacture of cotton faster than it can be grown 
at home, so that some of the material has to be imported from 
tne United States. 

Americans have started factories of all kinds. 
built great irrigation dams and canals. s 

The Mexicans are eagerly adopting American ways. They 
have the American circus; they use typewriters more generally 
than the Parisians; they have a wireless telegraph system 
across the Gulf of California. And they hope that when Diaz 
is gone they will be able to show us that they are able, like 
ourselves to elect a new President without a revolution. 


They have 
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PROGRESSIVE MEXICAN PHARMACY. 


E show herewith photographic views of the National Drug 
W Store, Cinco de Mayo and Vergara streets, City of 
Mexico. This establishment was opened a short time 

ago by Francisco Bustillos, proprietor, who has been and still 
is the manager of the Tacuba Pharmacy in the City of Mexico, 


Exterior View of Bustillos’ Pharmacy, Mexico. 


a position he has held for a long term of years. The new 
store is one of the most handsome structures in the City of 





A View of the Sales Department in Bustillos’ Pharmacy, Mexico. 


Mexico. The 
sales depart- 
ment is very fine- 
ly and conven- 
iently arranged. 
The firm occupy 
three depart- 
ments—one for 
the general show 
room and _ two 
for prescription 
work. In the 
general show 
room there is 
carried a most 
complete stock of 
everything in the 
line of druggists’ 
sundries, includ- 
ing a fine assort- 
ment of toilet ar- 
ticles and novel- 
ties, and nearly 
everything in the 
establishment, 
such as fixtures, 
80da_ fountain, 
equipment and 
Stock, was  pur- 
chased in the 
United States 


Burning an Effigy of Judas Before a Pulque Shop in Mexico City. 


upon the advice and with the assistance of the Foreign Depart- 
ment of the AMERICAN Druagist, through which the negotia- 
tions were conducted. A comprehensive line of patent medicines 
is carried, and Sefior Bustillos is the agent in Mexico for the 
American Peroxide and Chemical Company, of New York, be- 
sides handling exclusively the specialties of the Clark, Govin 
Drug & Export Company, of New York, and the goods of Baiss 
Bros., of London, England. A special feature of the store is 


A Corner in the Prescription Department of Bustillos’ Pharmacy, 
Mexico. 


the handsome soda water fountain of a new and beautiful 
American design made by Robert M. Green & Sons, Philadel- 
phia. The prescription department is one of the most care- 
fully supervised of any in the City of Mexico. It is provided 
with every requisite to insure accuracy in testing and weighing 
drugs, and is presided over by thoroughly competent graduates 
in pharmacy. 





Export of Drugs and Chemicals to Mexico. 

Counsul Leay, in his report on the trade of Vera Cruz for 
the year 1902, cited in the Pharmaceutical Journal, states 
that in making shipments of drugs and chemicals care should 
be taken that they are not packed in flasks or vials bearing a 
label varying from the actual contents, as, in such cases, duties 
will be collected on the commodity which is subject to the 
higher rate. It is important to declare the kind of essential 
oils, and a perfect distinction between essential oils and es- 
sences must be made. Essential oils, as defined in the customs 
tariff, are the extracts of certain vegetables or plants, which 
have not been combined with other substances. When these oils 
are aleoholized, or contain other substances, they are rated as 
toilet extracts or perfumery. 


From World’s Work. 
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How to Overcome Drawbacks to American-Spanish 
Trade. 


EGARDING the commercial activity of Madrid, so far at 
R least as it relates to American importations, I can report 
favorably, says Adolphus Danziger, United States Vice- 
Consul at Madrid. There are several houses here that import 
American goods, such as electric machinery, tools, plows, 
pumps, hardware, and patent medicines, directly from Ameri- 
can manufacturers, and one American firm—the Holt Mfg. 
Company, of San Francisco—has come into the Spanish market 
with large farming machinery, to which, however, the farm 
laborers, who form the largest and best organized union in 
Spain, do not take kindly, and a short time ago banded together 
in the north of Spain and destroyed one of these machines. 

In general, American goods are favorably received and find 
a ready market. That which stands in the way of a better 
and more profitable commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Spain is the lack of a commercial treaty. The tax 
on American goods is almost prohibitive, and the merchants 
are forced to get American goods from France, Germany, or 
England. As a rule, such goods enter Spain under French, 
German or English labels. If these goods are praised, they are 
praised at the cost of Spanish-American commerce, and it 
ought to be our pride to sell American goods as American 
goods. Perhaps a more serious obstacle to the development 
of a direct Spanish-American commerce is the lack of confi- 
dence with which American manufacturers treat the Spanish 
merchants. 

This consulate is in receipt of hundreds of letters from 
manufacturers and exporters in the United States for names 
and addresses of firms in Madrid for the purpose of sending 
catalogues, hoping thereby to receive orders for the various 
articles they offer for sale. I may state here, quite positively, 
that nothing will ever result from such proceedings. The mer- 
chants, as a rule, admire the pictures in the “ books,” but never 
think of them as a means to a commercial end. What the 
American manufacturers ought to do is to send goods on con- 
signment to responsible firms. 

In the sale of goods directly to merchants here they ought 
to give reasonable credits. This would, in a measure, counter- 
balance the high duties. It must be borne in mind that Ger- 
man and other European manufacturers, selling their goods 
far below the American in price, alsu extend to the Spanish 
dealer a long credit. Added to this is the evident lack of faith 
and respect with which the American manufacturer treats the 
Spanish dealer, as the following case will illustrate: A Madrid 
business house sent an order for a certain kind of goods and 
with the order also sent the money. The American house did 
not have the specified article in stock and sent another and 
wholly useless article, stating, “This is what we have on 
hand; hope it will go.” The article did not “ go,” and the house 
here has been unable te get any satisfaction from the firm, 
whose-self-interest ought to have inspired it to make repara- 
tion. 

I cannot emphasize too strongly the fact that Spanish mer- 
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chants are, as a rule, honest and take pride in the “ perpe- 
tuity”’ of their houses. They are, therefore, afraid of the 
shadow of a dishonest act, and if they pay slowly they pay 
none the less surely. I would therefore urge American manu- 
facturers to come into this market boldly and generously. 





Canada as a Customer. 


Canada is just now in a favorable mood to do business with 
us on larger lines. Her purchases in the fiscal year closed July 
1 amounted to an average of $25 worth for every person within 
her borders, child or adult, which means that we booked Ca- 
nadian orders in the last 12 months to the aggregate of $125,- 
000,000. 

Natural laws of trade are stronger than sentiments of trade 
with the flag. We have the goods our Northern friends must 
have, and despite the preferential advantage of Great Britain, 
of 33 1-3 per cent., we are selling the goods in a great variety of 
articles. American capital, too, is engaging upon a large scale 
in developing the resources of wild Canada, and there are sec- 
tions of the Dominion where Americans are numerically the 
stronger. 

Whatever modifications of policy the British statesmen may 
devise to hold the trade of the American colony, the thread 
which binds them together is not strong enough to prevent fu- 
ture legislation at Ottawa, under pressure of consumers, which 
will tend to increase the use of goods made in the States in 
every habitan cabin. 





Pharmacy in Natal. 


A correspondent of the Pharmaceutical Journal in a note de- 
scribing some aspects of pharmacy in Natal, says that 
three-fourths of the trade is done with the blacks, and 


a prescription is seen only once in a “blue moon.” 
The kaffirs are very fond of ‘“Umuti” (medicine) 
and the native remedies most in vogue are croton 


oil (Amafuta anamandhla), which means strong fat, jalap, san- 
tonin and a host of others, the English synonyms being tiger 
fat, hippopotamus fat, monkey fat, hyena excreta. A fortune 
awaits the individual who can “fake up” a white magnetic 
lodestone, the “litshe lentombo’ of the kaftirs, and which is 
suppposed to possess the peculiar properties of making any 
dusky beauty they fall in love with reciprocate their affection 
in tenfold degree. I have frequently been offered a couple of 
oxen for a small piece of this hypothetical stone. I may men- 
tion that they absolutely refuse to have anything to do with 
the black lodestone. I could mention many other curious reme- 
dies and beliefs which the kaffirs have, but space forbids. Cus- 


tomers are not particular as to the amount of garb they don 
when doing shopping, some of them (men and young girls) com- 
ing in a state of almost complete nudity, the little they have on 
being cast off as soon as they get outside the village. 





From World’s Work. 



















The 


; twenty-ninth annual meeting of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association was held in the 
Hotel Somerset, Boston, during the week beginning 
September 7. While the programme covered the entire 
week the business sessions of both the Proprietary As- 
sociation of America and of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association were confined to the four days 
beginning on Tuesday morning. The remainder of the 


THE SESSIONS. 


Tuesday Morning, September 8. 


The first session of the twenty-ninth annual meeting of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association was convened at 
10.15 on Tuesday morning by President W. A. Hover, of Den- 
ver, with about 100 members in attendance. Mr. Hover intro- 
duced Chas. T. Cutler, of Boston, chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements, who explained that conflicting duties had 
rendered it impossible for Mayor Collins to be present as he 
had hoped to be, but that he had sent an able representative in 
the person of Arthur W. Dolan, president of the Boston Com- 
mon Council, who would speak for the Mayor. 

Mr. Dolan, who is extremely youthful in appearance, made 
a brief but bright and cordial address, welcoming the members 
to the city. Mr. Dolan referred in the course of his remarks 
to an inscription on a certain tombstone, and this reference 
caused M. Carey ‘Peter, of Louisville, who replied to the ad- 
dress of welcome, to tell of a marble cutter in Kentucky who 
declined to cut the words “gone to a better country” on a 
tomb on the ground that the deceased having left Kentucky, the 
Statement could not be true—there was no better country. 

Ur. V. Mott Pierce spoke as chairman of the delegation 
from the Proprietary Association of America, conveying the 
assurance of the existence of an earnest desire on the part of 
the Proprietary Association to co-operate with the N. W. D. A. 
and with the retailer in every possible way for mutual benefit. 
He said that the proprietors felt in reviving the custom 
of coincident meetings somewhat like returned prodigals, and 
he noted that the calf was to be served up on Thursday night. 


DruggistS Association 
Proprietary Rssociation, 


Hotel Somerset, Where the Meetings Were Held. 
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week was, however, devoted to the purely social features 
of the meeting, which were lavishly provided by the local 
Committee of Arrangements. 

The meeting rooms were admirably located in the 
basement of the hotel, where there was but little noise 
to interfere with the conduct of the business of the two 
associations. The hotel itself is beautifully situated on 
Commonwealth avenue, remote from the city’s noises. 





In replying on behalf of the N. W. D. A., C. F. Shoemaker said 
that his association had regretted the discontinuance of the 
custom of holding coincident meetings and gladly welcomed 
the revival of the custom which brought the proprietors to- 
gether again with the N. W. D. A. 

Henry Canning, of Boston, spoke as a delegate from the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, an organization which 
he referred to as bearing a paternal relation to the other or- 
ganizations, as it was more than fifty years old. 

Thos. F. Main, of New York, was called upon to respond on 
behalf of the N. W. D. A. 


MR. SMITHER THERE FOR BUSINESS. 


Robert K. Smither, of Buffalo, conveyed the greetings of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists, the youngest of the 
associations in the trade, to the N. W. D. A. He said that he 
proposed to do more than convey mere formal greetings, for he 
had come charged to talk business, and this he would do at a 
later and more appropriate season. 


MR. KLINE REPELS A BASE INSINUATION. 


In replying on behalf of the N. W. D. A., M. N. Kline, of 
Philadelphia, said that he wished to deny the allegation which 
had been publicly made not long ago that the N. W. D. A. was 
a collection of “ jolliers.” He resented and denied this. It is 
true that the members had said kindly things, but they were 
all genuinely felt, and he assured the delegates of the N. A. 
R. D. that any plans which they might propose would receive 
a careful, earnest and respectful consideration at the hands 
of the N. W. D. A. 
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George W. Cobb spoke briefly as a delegate from the Massa- 
chusetts Pharmaceutical Association, being responded to by 
former President C. P. Walbridge, of St. Louis. Mr. Shoe- 
maker spoke as a delegate from the Pennsylvania Pharma- 
ceutical Association and was replied to by W. J. Walker, of 
Albany, N. Y. Edgar D. Taylor presented the greetings of the 
Virginia Pharmaceutical Association, and the president dele- 
gcted to George W. Latcimer, of Columbus, Ohio, the duty of 
responding. 

Vice-president Charles F. Cutler taking the chair, President 
Hover presented his address. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


President Hover began by calling attention to the fact that 
16 years had elapsed since the last meeting of the association 
in Boston. The presiding officer of the association at that 
time was “ that splendid veteran of the drug trade,” Daniel R. 
Noyes, of St. Paul. Touching upon business conditions Mr. 
Hover spoke of the readjustment of values that had taken place 
in certain classes of property during the past 12 months. The 
shrinkage had amounted to a sum nearly twice that of the na- 
tional debt, and this had taken place without creating a ripple 
in commercial circles. Shrink- 
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creased over former years until it now averaged throughout the 
country at large from 11% to 12 per cent. without including in- 
terest on investments. 


NEEDS OF THE PROPRIETARY COMMITTEE. 


Touching upon the finances of the association, President 
Hover said it had been necessary during the year to appeal to 
the membership for additional sums of money to liquidate cur- 
rent and estimated maturing expenses. Voluntary subscrip- 
tions were solicited in preference to the method of making ar- 
bitrary assessments, and the response had been gratifying. The 
Proprietary Committee of the association was doing important 
work, and it was perfectly proper and just that the association 
should furnish its chairman with all assistance and material 
required for the proper conduct of the affairs of his office. The 
question of a few hundred dollars should not for a moment be 
taken into consideration where the profit on millions was in- 
volved. He made the assertion without fear of substantial con- 
tradiction that it would be impossible to long maintain their 
present artificial basis for the sale of proprietary goods without 
the mediation of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion. Without the influence which surrounds the members of 

’ that organization, jobbing drug- 





age in railroad and industrial 
stocks alone had reached the 
enormous sum of $1,766,799,000. 
The fact that this loss should 
have occurred without material- 
ly affecting the output of our 
factories or creating any disturb- 
ance in our commercial life was, 
President Hover said, one of the 
marvels of the age, and showed 
conclusively the firm foundation 
on which the business interests 
of the country were based. 
Speaking of the membership, 
he said that when the associa- 
tion met in Boston 16 years ago 
there were 216 names on the roll, 
and 145 of these belonged to the 
wholesale trade. The active 
membership of the association 
to-day was 233, of which 179 
only are wholesale druggists. 


BOXING AND CARTAGE CHARGES. 


President Hover called atten- 
tion to some obnoxious features 
of the jobbing trade which re- 
quired correction and which he 
said might be remedied by con- 
cert of action. The boxing and 
cartage question was a burning 
one, and the territory south and 
west of the Allegheny Moun- 
tains was unanimous for the 
reinstatement of the boxing and 
cartage charges. The require- 
ments imposed upon the whole- 
sale druggists are very different 
in character from the conditions 








gists would in a very short time 
be selling proprietary articles on 
a basis of 5 per cent. or less, in 
ce which event the loss, assuming 
Lapeer that the average gross profit on 
5 a8 ae proprietary articles was at the 
present time 10 per cent., would 
amount to over $2,500,000 per 
annum. If the present scope of 
the Proprietary Committee was 
to be continued it would be nec- 
essary to either raise the dues 
or depend upon regular volun- 
tary subscriptions. He expressed 
the hope that the association 
would give this matter their ear- 
nest consideration and make no 
mistake in their conclusion. 


HONOR FOR THOMAS LORD. 


President Hover recom- 
mended honoring Thomas Lord, 
of Chicago, by his election to 
honorary membership. He said 
it would be proper for the asso- 
ciation to recognize the loyalty 
which had always characterized 
the career of Mr. Lord, who was 
one of the pioneers of the drug 
trade, an old and highly hon- 
ored member and ex-president 
of the association, whose hon- 
esty and integrity had never 
been in question, but whose re- 
tirement after half a century’s 
: connection with the drug busi- 
¥%, ness had been forced by reason 
of circumstances over which he 
had no control. Continuing, he 
said: “I would therefore recom- 








and requirements imposed upon 
other mercantile lines. The 
wholesale drug business was es- 
sentially a broken package busi- 
ness, and is daily becoming 
more so; the full package being the exception and the broken 
package the rule. Where in former years the retailer ordered 
in full dozens he now orders in fractions. 


RELATIONS OF CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS TO WHOLESALERS. 

The sale of chemicals by certain manufacturers direct to re- 
tailers was included among the existing abuses calling for cor- 
rection, and President Hover recommended the adoption of a 
resolution in effect requesting the chemical manufacturers to 
discontinue detail work and the solicitation of quantity orders. 
Believing that it would be perfectly practicable for the manu- 
facturers to establish a uniform schedule of prices for their 
products, including a long price, a trade price, and a best price, 
similar in form to that used at the present time by manufac- 
turing pharmacists, the address recommended the adoption of a 
resolution instructing the incoming administration to appoint 
a committee for the purpose of conferring with the manufac- 
turing chemists, to the end that the prices might be so regulated 
as to insure adequate returns to the jobber. 

A strong plea was contained in the address for an increase 
in jobbers’ discounts from proprietary medicine manufacturers. 
The average cost of doing business had, it was pointed out, in- 
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mend that the name of Mr. 
Thomas Lord be, by suitable res- 
olution, added to our list of hon- 
orary members; that the secre- 
tary be instructed to send a copy of said resolutions to Mr. Lord 
as an expression of our sympathy and good will.” 


THE WHOLESALE TRADE AND THE MILES PLAN. 


That portion of President Hover’s address relating to the 
operation of the Miles Plan was listened to with the closest at- 
tention. The text of his remarks follows: 


This association has repeatedly placed itself on record, and wisely, 
as eon in sympathy with the retail druggist in his efforts to better 
his condition. Not only is it desirable to assist in the betterment of 
the condition of a fellow-being, but from a material standpoint it is dis- 
tinectly to the advantage of the wholesaler to increase the value of the 
business of his retail clientage and assist in making it a more profit- 
able investment. For this reason, if none other, the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association have placed themselves on record as being 
willing to support any practical plan looking to the re-establishing of 
full prices. 

the consideration of the so-called ‘‘ Miles Plan,’ which has now 
been in operation for somewhat less than a year, the history of which 
will be recited in the report of our chairman of the tage ggg Com- 
mittee, is an effort in the direction indicated. To this plan, so far as 
it applies to the articles manufactured and placed upon the market by 
the Miles Medical Company, this association is committed. Whether or 
not the extension of this plan as applied to proprietary articles in gen- 
eral can be successfully carried out, is a question deserving your 
very careful consideration. It is to be hoped that during the course of 

















our session, full expression will be given to the merits and demerits 
of fee Restricted Price and Seria] Numbers Plan, from a jobber’s stand- 
point. 


The consideration of any plan regulating the sale of proprietary 
articles involves the interests of three parties, the propennet, the job- 
ber and the retailer. Any ra that does not contemplate a fair con- 
sideration of the rights of all of the three parties interested cannot 
succeed. In the agitation of this question and its application to the 
interests of the jobber it must be borne in mind— 

First.—_That the sale of proprietary articles constitutes from 56 to 
60 per cent. of the jobber’s gross sales. 

econd.—'That the actual expense of conducting a wholesale busi- 
ness, as shown by statistics, is from 11 to 12 per cent. of the gross vol- 
ume of sales. 

Third.—That owing to the vast increase in the sales of proprietary 
articles in subquantity lots, the gross profit of handling these articles 
has been materially reduced and will not now average to exceed 10 per 
cent., and in my judgment it will be even less than that figure. 

Fourth.—That any plan which involves the expenditure of extra 
time and money to a degree that will increase the percentage cost of 
doing business without adequate compensation, is absolutely impossible 
from the jobber’s standpoint. 

In taking these things into consideration it is not a question of 
willingness or a lack of proper disposition on the part of the jobber, but 
the very existence of his business is involved. The average expense 
and the average gross profit of the wholesale house of to-day are so 
dangerously near, and the irresistible drift of the expense account is 
so continuously and persistently upward, as to leave little or no oppor- 
tunity for discretion on the part of the jobber. 

At the conclusion of the address, which was most cordially 
received, W. J. Walker, of Albany, and C. F. Shoemaker, of 
Philadelphia, were named as a committee to consider and re- 


port on its recommendations. 


New Members. 


B. T. Van Allen, of Chicago, presented the report of the 
Committee on Membership, recommending the following ap- 
plicants : 

Active Members.—Parker-Blake Company, Limited, New 
Orleans, successors to L. N. Brunswig & Co.; Mobile Drug Com- 
pany, Mobile, Ala.; Nichols & Harris, New London, Conn. ; 
Ralph N. Hoagland Drug Company, Boston, Mass.; Morrisson, 
Plummer & Co., Chicago, Ill.; Pacific Drug Company, Seattle, 
Wash.; Woodward, Clarke & Co., Portland, Ore.; Hart-Hass 
Drug Company, Council Bluffs, lowa; Pfromm & Kindig, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Wider & Cafferata, New York, N. Y. 

Associate Members.—Stearns’ Electric Paste Company, Chi- 
cago, Ill.; Buckeye Stamping Company, Columbus, Ohio; Na- 
tional Licorice Company, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Horlick’s Food Com- 
pany, Racine, Wis. ; Fitzsimmons, Gleeson & Co., New York, N. 
Y.; Williams Mfg. Company, Cleveland, Ohio; Chamberlain 
Medical Company, Paducah, Ky.; Paracamph Company, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Omega Chemical Company, New York, N. Y.; Den- 
ver Chemical Mfg. Company, New York ; Garfield Tea Company, 
Brooklyn; Pepsin Syrup Company, Monticello, N. Y.; Moxie 
Nerve Food Company, Boston, Mass.; Dean, Foster & Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass.; Johnston, Holloway & Co., Philadelphia ; Thomsen 
Chemical Company, Baltimore, Md.; Chattanooga Medicine 
Company, Chattanooga, Tenn. ; Antimigraine Company, Charles- 
ton; Douglas Mfg. Company, New York. 


Treasurer’s Report. 


Treasurer S. BE. Strong submitted the following report for 
the year ending September 7, 1903: 


Cash Receipts. 





Balance on hand as shown by last report..............+. $925.48 
Receipts during the year from membership dues and other 
I oo 00 bn 6 os. 6 05.0 490 F050 19866 OK RRS CERO RON 22,934.90 
eho sk Ko v9 5 00 VEEL A FO ROR Oe Cneoes karst $23,860.38 
Expenditures. 
Gencent em. ape eM a) aa aa delat $1,639.87 
ox various committees.........eeseeee A d 
aes ali ‘ ———— $18,547.23 
Balance now OM Hand......cscccccscccsccsscssescsoes $5,313.15 


The treasurer also submitted a suplementary statement re- 
garding the finances of the association, which was referred to 
the Committee on Proprietary Goods. The report of the treas- 
urer was referred to an Auditing Committee, composed of J. 
A. Gallagher, of Kansas City; E. D. Taylor, of Richmond, and 
Charles Cook, of Portland. The report of the secretary was 
submitted and showed a flourishing condition on the part of the 
association, so far as membership was concerned. 


Report of the Secretary. 


This report gave a record of the work transacted in the 
secretary’s office during the year, and contained a number of 
suggestions looking to the improvement of the printed pro- 
ceedings. The number of acuve members, after deducting the 
losses of the year, was given as 231, and the number of asso- 
ciate members 169, making a total membership of 400, which 
Secretary Toms said would be increased by the new members 
secured this year by the Committee on Membership, whose 
efforts had been very successful. 


This closed the business for the morning session. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


Tuesday Afternoon. 


The second session of the N. W. D. A. was convened at 2.30 
o’clock and, after the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, the president announced a Committee on Time and 
Place of Meeting as follows: C. F. Weller, Omaha; John H. 
Hinchman, Detroit; M. Cary Peter, Louisville; Chas. A. West 
of Boston, and W. Jay Schieffelin, of New York. The presi- 
dent also announced that the foliowing would act as a Commit- 
tee on Nominations: W. J. Walker, Albany; M. N. Kline, Phila- 
delphia ; Robert Bradley, Toledo; E. D. Taylor, Richmond, and 
C. P. Walbridge, St. Louis. 

The reports of several committees were called for, but the 
first, which was ready, was that on Credits and Collections, 
which was read by C. F. Shoemaker. 


Conditions in the Business World. 


The report of the Committee on Credits and Collections re- 
viewed the business conditions for the past year. The most 
gratifying feature of the present era of business activity was 
its permanent and substantial character. The report stated 
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that the last few months had witnessed conditions in the stock 
exchanges of the country, which under former surroundings, 
would probably have caused a national financial panic. The 
market prices of standard securities had been reduced in their 
apparent values by hundreds of millions of dollars, and the 
large crop of “ undigested and indigestible securities” which 
had come to the surface in the last few years had almost been 
“put out of business.” Notwithstanding this, the report went 
on to say, the manufacturers and merchants of the country had 
pursued the even tenor of their way, actual business had 
not been seriously interfered with, and it had been generally 
accepted by thinking men” that the reduction in stock values 
was a sign of financial health and not of financial distress. 
The commercial interests of the country were on a firm founda- 
— because as a rule they had not been subjected to undue in- 
ation. 
IN REGARD TO CREDIT CONDITIONS, 


the year just ended compared favorably with the last two or 
three years which have preceded it. One member of the com- 
mittee, and a member of one of the leading houses of the coun- 
try, in a communication to Chairman Shoemaker, said that his 
firm’s losses for the past 12 months had never been lighter. 
Whether this satisfactory condition was due to increased vigi- 
lance and reserve in opening new credits could not be told, but 
it was believed that the drug trade was in a pretty healthy con- 
diticn. 

The report advised caution on the part of wholesale drug- 
gists, who might be disposed to encourage the starting of new 
retail drug stores where this was done on credit. The field of 
the retail druggist generally is now pretty thoroughly occupied, 
and for this reason Mr. Shoemaker said wholesale druggists 
should exercise unusual caution in extending aid to clerks in 
starting new stores. 
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Main Entrance of Hotel Somerset. 


CREDIT TERMS IN THE SOUTH AND WEST. 


There is a strong sentiment in the association in favor of 
bringing about uniformity in terms and discounts. ‘The selling 
terms in the wholesale drug trade over a large territory are 
usually 30 days, with a discount of 1 per cent. for cash in ten 
days, but in some parts the terms given are 60 days, with a cash 
discount of 1144 and sometimes 2 per cent. for cash in ten days. 
The particular objection to the adoption of uniform terms comes 
from the Pacific States and likewise from Southern territory, 
where trade and finance are generally dependent on the one 
crop of cotton. The committee hoped that the subject would be 
further agitated until a sentiment in favor of uniform terms 
and discounts was created. 


PROTECTION AGAINST DISHONEST CREDITORS. 


The report called attention to the efforts which had been put 
forth to secure the passage in the different States of a law pre- 
venting the sale of stocks of goods in bulk without proper pro- 
tection to creditors. Dishonest debtors have been known 
to dispose of their stocks for cash, abruptly pocket 
the proceeds and leave their creditors to bewail their 
loss. ‘The National Credit Men’s Association is work- 
ing for a uniform law of this kind, and Mr. Shoe- 
maker recommended the members to take a keen and ac- 
tive interest in this association, which had been productive of 
most beneficial results and deserved a much greater degree of 
encouragement and financial support than had thus far been 
given to it. 

AGAINST CREDIT INSURANCE. 


As to credit insurance the committee considered that this 
method of insuring against loss was not on a distinctly sound 
basis from a mercantile standpoint, and could not consequently 
be recommended favorably to the members of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association. 


RECEIPTS NO LONGER GIVEN. 


The committee recommended to the association to discourage 
the custom of giving receipts for remittances. In these days 
when remittances are almost universally made by check or Post 
Office order, a written receipt in return is of no practical use to 
any one; it is a relic of a by-gone age, and there is no longer 
any possible reason for the continuance of the custom. The 
committee sad that when a question now arose as to whether an 
account was paid or not, in 99 establishments out of a hundred 
the question was not “can you find a receipt,” but “can you 
find a check.” 

THE NEED OF CURRENCY REFORM. 

Currency reform was dealt with in the closing paragraph of 
the report. The need of an elastic currency was well known. 
The President of the United States has considered the matter 
of so much importance as to contemplate calling an extra ses- 
sion of Congress for the express purpose of considering this 
and allied matters, and Chairman Shoemaker said he called at- 
tention to it at this time, because it was necessary that the busi- 
ness world should let it be known that it was in favor of the 
enactment of legislaticn for the improvement of the currency. 

This report was referred without discussion to the Board 
of Control. The next report was the 


Report of the Committee on Boxes and Cartage. 

In the absence of J. C. Bliel, chairman of the committee, the 
report of the Committee on Boxes and Cartage was read by 
the secretary. During the past year a conference was held at 
Chicago, at which the fact was brought out that there was a 
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widespread sentiment among the jobbers in favor of the re-es- 
tablishment of the separate charge for boxes and cartage. Mr. 
Halliday investigated the conditions in the East and the com- 
mittee reports that with few exceptions the entire trade as far 
eastward as the Allegheny Mountains is in favor of reinstating 
the change. New England also favors the change, and the opin- 
ion was expressed that if the jobbers of New York, Philadel- 
phia and Boston could see their way clear to adopting the 
charge there would be no difficulty in collecting a fair charge 
for boxes and cartage on assorted goods. It was recommended 
that the committee be continued and be empowered to corre- 
spond with the various grocery and hardware associations with 
a view to bringing about a concerted movement in this direc- 
tion. 

This report took the usual course, being referred to the 
Board of Control, as was also the able and exhaustive report 
of the Committee on Fire Insurance, which was read by the 
chairman, Thomas F. Main, of New York. 


Fire Insurance in the Drug Trade. 


After traversing the familiar ground regarding the high in- 
surance rates in the drug business the chairman described the 
plan of insurance, followed by the Association of Individual 
Underwriters, which was established in 1815. He also de- 
scribed the method of operation of the Reciprocal Underwrit- 
ers’ Association, which was established in 1891. The plan in 
both of these organizations is practically identical, save that 
the Reciprocal Underwriters’ confine their operations to 
sprinkller risks. In both these organizations the individuals 
subscribe a certain amount, say, from $50 to $2,000, and for 
which sum only is the individual underwriter responsible. The 
workings of the New England Mutual Underwriting Associa- 
tion was also explained at some length, and the figures given 
showing the very low rate of insurance attained through this 
organization. In concluding the report the chairman recom- 
mended that future committees be instructed to compile data 
which would furnish reliable information regarding the sta- 
tistical aspects of drug risks. 


Litigation Affecting Trade-Marks. 


Charles H. Camp, chairman, reported for the Committee on 
Trade-Marks and made several suggestions bearing on the best 
available method of fighting unfair competition. The commit- 
tee expressed the opinion that proprietors of remedies could not 
be too zealous or active in striking at every attack upon their 
exclusive rights. The value of a proprietary article consisting 
largely in the right of monopoly connected with it, any en- 
croacbment upon the value of name or form of package propor- 
tionately decreased such value. The committee counselled cau- 
tion about invoking the law against infringers. In a wise 
handling of cases of this kind it is not always necessary to be- 
gin with litigation. In many instances a visit to the infringers, 
with a clear statement of the lawful proprietor’s rights and of 
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the meahs which he intended to take to enforce them, would be 
found to be all that was necessary to restrain infringement. If 
however, legislation was deemed necessary, no necessary expense 
should be spared in the preparation and trial of the case, and in 
the event of a favored decision being rendered the fact should be 
widely advertised, it being desirable that jobbers and retailers 
should be educated to a knowledge that the courts can, and will, 
protect the proprietor in his legitimate rights, and that there 
can be no security in the sale of dishonest counterfeits and no 
permanency in a trade built up in them. 


THE USE OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES. 


Reviewing the trade-mark legislation of the year the com- 
mittee called attention to decisions bearing upon the broad 
principle that a geographical name cannot be adopted as a 
trade-mark. The committee fears a tendency on the part of the 
courts to carry this doctrine to an extreme, and the case of Al- 
lan B. Wrisley Company vs. Iowa Soap Company, decided in the 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, and reported 
in Vol. 122 of Federal Reports on page 796, was cited in evi- 
dence. In this case the appellant sought to restrain the appel- 
lee from using the words ‘“ Our Country Soap,” as an infringe- 
ment upon their trade-mark ‘“ Old Country Soap,” and the court 
affirmed the decision of the lower court, in refusing an injunc- 
tion. This decision seemed the more remarkable to the com- 
mittee by reason of the fact that it was rendered by the same 
court which delivered the opinion in the case of Shaver vs. Hel- 
ler & Merz Company. In that case the complainant claimed 
the right to the names of ‘ America’s Ball Blue,” and “ Ameri- 
can Wash Blue.” The defendant sought to defeat this claim 
upon the defense that the names were geographical and de- 
scriptive and could not be used as trade-marks. The Commit- 
tee on Trade-Marks deemed the courts’ decision inconsistent 
with their decision in the “Old Country Soap” case. 

The report cited a number of interesting decisions bearing 
on the validity of certain trade-marks, the California Fig Syrup 
case coming in for extended notice. The Supreme Court of the 
United States has decided that the California Fig Syrup Com- 
pany have no property right in the name “ Syrup of Figs.” The 
conclusion of the court resting upon the finding that the name 
“Syrup of Figs does not in fact properly designate or describe 
the preparation made and sold by the California Syrup of Figs 
Company so as to be susceptible of appropriation as a trade- 
mark.” 


THE FATE OF AMERICAN TRADE-MARKS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


was touched upon, the following interesting particulars being 
given: 
Cuba is a field which is attracting the notice of the owners of 


oe ge oer gt A remedies, and it is well for those who expect to exploit . 
n 


that field any degree to know that prompt measures are absolutely 
necessary to protect their rights in that country. A systematic busi- 
ness of pirating trade-marks is going on there, and we are informed 
that there is but little remedy for them. It is stated that grocers 
eannot fill orders for Ivory Soap unless they get it from the man who 
appropriated the mark for his own production there. Several well- 
known firms have been refused registration of their marks because 
some sharper had gotten them out in his own name. 


Trade-Mark Registration in Germany. 


In Germany the man who first registers a trade-mark obtains the 
right to it, even as against “the man who originated it, and who has 
made it a thing of vaiue.”’ In other words, the right in Germany is 
conveyed by the registration, and the man who gets there first, and 
has the Government put its seal upon it, obtains the title to the 
trade-mark, regardless of the fact that all there is of value to it has 
been the result of another’s labor. A merchant resident there, who 
had been supplied aoe pase by the California Fig Syrup Company with 
its product, registered that company’s trade-mark there as his own. 
The company, learning of this, demanded the retransfer of it to them. 
He refused, except upon payment of about $12,000. The company 
consulted their attorney and brought an action to have the registra- 
tion cancelled. ‘The lower court decided that though the merchant may 
have acted ‘‘ dishonorably.”’ he had not acted “ dishonestly ’ within the 
meaning of the German statutes, and gave judgment for the merchant. 
On appeal to the Prussian Supreme Court that court decided in favor 
of the company, and ordered the registration cancelled. There was an 
ap eal from this decision to the German Imperial Court, which de- 
cided that the German oe had acted entirely correctly, and 
that he had not been guilty of any impropriety whatever, ‘ inasmuch 
as the Imperial trade-mark law not only does not forbid such conduct, 
but sctualiy encourages it.” The theory of this is that the law ex- 


a every owner to register his mark within a reasonable time. 
hereupon the aga caused to be registered a new trade-mark for 
the 


Germany, “ Califig, original, genuine California Fig Syrup.” 
Whereupon the German merchant sent out a hep ioe? to the trade 
against dealing in any fig syrup except that bearing his trade-mark, 
under penalty of a fine of from $150 to $5,000, as provided by the law. 


Chairman Camp considered that the foregoing should be suf- 
ficient to stir the members of the association, who are inter- 
ested, to prompt and effective action to protect themselves to 
foreign countries. 

The report was referred without action to the Board of Con- 
trol. 
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A supplemental report was submitted by the Committee on 
Membership, adding to the list of applicants for associate mem- 
bership the names of Henry Thayer & Co., of Cambridgeport, 
Mass., and J. H. Guild, of Rupert, Vt. 


The N. W. D. A, and National Legislation. 


The report of the Committee on Legislation, submitted by 
Mahlon N. Kline, of Philadelphia, was devoted to statements 
covering the action of the committee on the four matters sub- 
mitted to them for consideration at the Monterey meeting in Oc- 
tober, 1902. These were: 1. The securing, if possible, of the 
passage of the Joy bill reducing the tax on distilled spirit from 
$1.10 to 70 cents a gallon. 2. The passage of the National Pure 
Food law. 3. The passage of a bill correcting the United States 
Treasury decision, under which crude drugs preserved ‘by alcohol 
sufficient to prevent fermentation are classed as alcoholic com- 
pounds. 4, The recommendation favoring bill known as the 
Lovering bill, H. R. 15,368. 

1. In regard to the Joy bill, the committee reported that 
nothing was done to further the passage of the Joy bill at the 
last session of Congress owing to the decision of the Republi- 
can leaders not to enact any legislation touching revenue mat- 
ters during that session. It is the understanding of the com- 
mittee that the desired legislation would receive more consid- 
eration at the coming session of Congress, it being arranged to 
introduce a new bill as soon as Congress convenes. There is a 
strong sentiment in both the House and Senate in favor of a re- 
duction of the internal revenue tax on alcohol. 











M. N. KLINE, 


Chairman of the Committee on Legislation of the N. W. D. A. 


2. The bill known as the Hepburn Pure Food Law passed 
the House practically in the form proposed in the original Bro- 
sius bill, but failed to secure consideration.. Meanwhile there 
was introduced in the Agricultural Appropriation bill, approved 
March 3, 1903, a proviso authorizing the Secretary of <Agri- 
culture to investigate the adulteration of foods and drugs 
(AMERICAN Druaoist, July 13, p. 14), and the provisions of this 
law went into force on July 1. 

3. The committee announced that no action had been taken 
on the American Pharmaceutical Association suggestion with 
reference to the Treasury decision on crude imported drugs. 

4. The chairman of the Committee on Legislation gave con- 
siderable attention to the bill known as the Lovering Drawback 
bill, section 6 of which reads as follows: 


That on the enpentetion of articles manufactured or produced in 
the United States in part from domestic alcohol on which an internal 
revenue tax has been paid there shall be allowed a drawback equal 
in amount to the tax paid on the alcohol so used: Provided, That no 
other than domestic tax-paid alcohol shall have been used in the 
manufacture or production of such articles. Such drawback shall be 
determined and — in manner provided for determination and pay- 
ment of drawback on exportation of articles of domestic manufactare 
and production made wholly or in part from imported duty-paid mate- 
rials, under Section 30 of an act, entitled “ An act to provide revenue 
for the Government and to encourage the industries of the United 
States,” approved July 24, 1897. 


The passage of the Lovering bill would enable American 
manufacturers of chemicals, pharmaceuticals and other articles 
in the manufacture of which alcohol enters, to compete success- 
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fully with foreign countries, because they would practically se- 
cure tax-free alcohol for manufactured articles used for export. 

At a hearing before the Ways and Means Committee, Chair- 
man Kline made a lengthy argument in which he quoted sta- 
tistics showing the great increase in the importations of alcohol 
made in Germany, owing to the drawback allowed on all ex- 
ported articles made in whole or in part from imported duty- 
paid materials. The passage of the Lovering bill would put do- 
mestic manufacturers on an equality with foreign manufactur- 
ers. In view of the importance of the movement to secure the 
enactment of a drawback bill, like the Lovering measure, Mr. 
Kline’s argument is quoted in full as follows: 

The annual report of the Government on commerce and navigation 
for the fiscal year ending June, 30, 1901, gives the following figures as 
to the amount of drawback allowed on exported articles of domestic 
manufacture made in part from imported duty-paid alcohol: 


REPO 2b sn scdcvoncvusecsnveubvecveveeses she $77,666.73 
BOD: ob dev enh 500kh eos sensaee enews asevsee 91,860.37 
DOOD Neste ccescurs swebeeebhsparetseceseee 127,358.22 
BPEL. vans eresbesce sane swenessvene es eek se 123,283.66 


Although the report does not specify the country from which this 

alcohol was imported, I am informed that practically all of it was 
urchased in Germany. The Treasury Department allowed the draw- 
ack under authority of Section 30 of the revenue act of July 24, 

1897, commonly known as the customs-drawback law, which provides 
for the payment of a drawback on all exported articles made in whole 
or in part from imported duty-paid materials. 

There is no provision in our revenue laws allowing a drawback on 
domestic tax-paid alcohol entering into the manufacture of exported 
articles. Domestic alcohol may be exported, with benefit of draw- 
back, in the original packages which contained it at the time the tax 
was paid. but the right to drawback is destroyed if the alcohol is 
exported in any other way. 

The only method yey by law whereby manufacturers may 
secure domestic alcohol free of tax for the export trade is under the 
bonded manufacturing warehouse system (see Section 15, Tariff act, 














Cc. F. WELLER, 


Chairman of Committee on Transportation of the N. W. D. A. 


This law has proved wholly inadequate as a means 


uly 24, 1897). 
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of giving us untaxed alcohol for use in manufacturing for export. 
chief objections to the law are: 

1. All the goods manufactured therein must be exported. Very 
few manufacturers have sufficient export business to enable them to 
maintain two distinct factories or laboratories, 

2. The expenses of maintaining the bonded warehouses, includ- 
ing the salary of the Government storekeeper, must be borne by the 
manufacturer. The salary of such storekeeper in the large cities would 
not be less than $1,500 per year. 

Complete proof of the inadequacy and impracticability, of the 
bonded warehouse system is found in the fact that there are not now 
more than five or six firms in the entire country working under It. 
Several important ss firms, who at one time operated fac- 
tories under this system, were forced to abandon them on account of 
the heavy expenses and other difficulties imposed by the regulations 
and either resort to the use of foreign alcohol, with benefit of draw- 
back. or establish branch factories in foreign countries. 

he regulations of the Treasury Department, under which a draw- 
back is now paid on forei aicohol used in the manufacture of ex- 
rted preparations, could easily applied if the proposed law allow- 
| 4 a drawback on domestic tax-paid alcohol is enacted. Under these 
lations the Government accepts as evidence that the customs tax 
of $2.25 per proof gallor has n paid on the foreign alcohol on 
which drawback is claimed a certificate of importation from the col- 
lector of customs for the port at which the alcohol was imported and 
a certificate from the importer that the specified alcohol was deliv- 
ered to the manufacturer of the gate on which drawback is claimed. 
This method of identifying the alcohol has been found to give ample 
protection to the Government. 
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The egutiontion of the principles governing the pasmaent of draw- 
back of the customs duties on imported alcohol to the allowance of a 
rebate of the internal revenue tax on domestic alcohol will make 
the identification of the tax-paid alcohol absolutely certain. We 
would submit that, as the modified regulations would deal only with 
alcohol on which the internal revenue tax has been paid, the burden 
of proof as to the payment of the tax on a specified quantity of al- 
cohol, and the use of this alcohol in the manufacture of articles ex- 
orted from the United States, would be on the manufacturer claim- 
ng the rebates. The Government would be amply protected by the 
requirement that all the facts in relation to the payment of the tax 
on the alcohol, the delivery of this alcohol to the manufacturer, and 
the exportation of a specified quantity of the alcohol in the form of a 
manufactured product should be clearly established before any pay- 
ment of rebates would be made. 

t would seem a self evident proposition that if no difficulty has 
been experienced in — oreign alcohol, on which the cus- 
toms tax is $2.25 per proof gallon, so as to protect the Government, 
there could be no possibility of danger in providing for a similar 
system of rebates on domestic alcohol, on which the tax is only $1.10 
per proof gallon. As each step in the distillation and sale of alcohol 
is carried on under the strict supervision of Government officials, and 
as a record of the payment on the tax on each original package of 
alcohol is kept by the Government, it will be an easy matter to 
verify the statements made by manufacturers in connection with any 
claim for rebate. 

One very important point, which I believe should be taken into 
careful consideration by this committee, is the advantage a manu- 
facturer on the sea coast possesses, under existing law, over one 
located in the interior. 

A manufacturer in Iowa or Minnesota who is endeavoring to build 
up a foreign trade must, in order to secure alcohol free of tax, trans- 
ort it from Europe to a seaport on our Atlantic Coast, and then have 
t oy by rail over 1,500 miles to his laboratory. He is thus com- 
pelled to purchase, several thousand miles from his place of business, 
an article which could be produced more cheaply in his own State 
than any other place in the world and to pay freight and charges 
amounting to more than double the sum paid by manufacturers located 
in the seaboard States. 

I am informed that the failure of our internal revenue laws to 
grant a rebate of the tax paid on domestic alcohol used in exported 
products has forced a number of American manufacturers to erect 
branch factories in Europe and Canada. While it is true that the 
high rates of duty imposed by foreign Governments on articles requir- 
ing alcohol in the process of manufacture, offered some inducement 
for American manufacturers to that step. yet the chief object in view 
was to secure the advantage of laws which authorized a refund of the 
tax paid on all alcohol used in manufacturing for export, and thus 
enable them to compete on equal terms in the markets of the world 
with foreign manufacturers. 

The enactment of Section 6 of the Lovering bill would place all 
manufacturers in the United States on the same basis, and would at 
least encourage them to make the attempt to secure their share of the 
foreign trade now controlled by Germany, France and England. 


In reply to a question asked by one of the members of the 
Ways and Means Committee Mr. Kline said that the export 
trade of American manufacturers would probably be increased 
a hundredfold by the enactment of some such measure as the 
Lovering bill. He said further: “ The Germans have come in 
here and established a business in New York that exceeds in 
amount of sales the largest manufacturers of chemicals in the 
United States, and why? Because they have been fostered by 
their own Government. Their chemicals are sold in every drug 
store in the United States.” 

The report stated that the advantages accruing to American 
manufacturers, should this legislation be obtained, would be 
considerable, and it is not only manufacturers who would be 
benefited but indirectly the farmers as well, since any increased 
outlet for alcohol would of course increase the demand for the 
grain from which the alcohol is made. 

Mr. Kline brought his report to a close with a reference to 
the crop of formula and other bills threatening the interests of 
proprietary medicine men and wholesale and retail druggists, 
which made their appearance in the different State legislatures. 
One of these bills, known as the Dowling-Bostwick bill in the 
New York Legislature, was an innovation on this sort of legis- 
lation and appeared to have the support of some proprietary 
medicine men, who believed that its passage would prevent the 
offering and selling of substitutes, and it secured favorable con- 
sideration by the New York Legislature, but it was finally vetoed 
by the Governor. 


Freight Rates, Etc. 


The report of the Transportation Committee opened with a 
reference to the able and exhaustive reports which had been 
presented to the association by the committees of previous years. 
The importance of the question of freight rates to jobbing drug- 
gists of the country was fully realized by the members, but Mr. 
Weller, the chairman of this year’s committee, said he had yet 
to find where any suggestions or requests made by previous 
committees had received anything more than a mere passing 
notice. There was a time, he said, when the interests of the 
jobber were considered by the transportation companies, but 
under present conditions the shipper appears to have no rights 
that the transportation companies are bound to respect. The 
Classification committees are composed of men who have very 
little idea of the value of the goods in the drug line they are 
listing; tariffs are regulated to suit the transportation com- 
panies and not the shipper; trains are run on slow schedule: 
goods are held at transfer points, and it now takes from 48 to 















52 hours longer to get goods from New York and Boston to the 
Missouri River than it did three years ago. Prompt shipments 
and quick deliveries were a thing of the past. 

The need of a permanent Committee on Transportation to 
work for a reform was emphasized in the following terms: 


Your committee have considered existing conditions carefully, and 
have come to the conclusion that the appointment of a committee 
from the N. W. D. A. aon after year to 8 “7 make a report, offer 
a few resolutions, and have them pee by this body is a mere mat- 
ter of form and not productive of good results. We, therefore, sug- 
geet that a permanent Committee on Transportation be appointed at 

is meeting, this committee to be composed of members of the Pro- 
prietary Committee. ‘The chairman of the Proprietary Committee 
should also be chairman of the Committee on Transportation, and 
the secretary of the Proprietary Committee, in connection with the 
vice-chairman, be authorized to look after the matter of transporta- 
tion. This committee should be kept thoroughly posted as to freight 
rates prevailing from the seaboard to different points throughout the 
country. It should also be kept advised through local associations of 
the transportation conditions in their particular sections. The vice- 
chairman or the secretary should pay particular attention to classifica- 
tion ; attend all rate meetings that are held, and use their best endeav- 
ors to get goods in the drug line properly classified. 


Some of the needs of the wholesale trade in the matter of 
transportation matters were then pointed out. The report 
stated that opinions vary among the members regarding the dif- 
ference in rates of carload shipments and smaller quantities. 
To jobbers west of the Mississippi the question is comparatively 
unimportant, save that their interests are best served by hav- 
ing the difference between carload rates and less than carload 
rates as great as possible. Eastern jobbers are of course anx- 
lous to get into trans-Mississippi and Missouri territory on an 
equal basis with Western jobbers. This they are unable to do 
so long as goods are laid down at Missouri. The important 
thing to provide against was discrimination against members 
of the N. W. D. A. by transportation companies. The matter of 
prompt deliveries should be taken up and insisted upon with 
the different railroad companies. Individual protests had been 
of little avail. 

Chairman Weller said that it was absolutely necessary that 
the chairman of the Transportation Committee, or some one 
representing him, should attend every classification meeting 
and see to it that the interests of the members of the N. W. D. 
A. were properly represented. He said that the advance in ex- 
press rates had worked a hardship to the jobbing druggists of 
the country, who are compelled to send a great many articles 
by express. The advance in rates applied practically to all 
points in the United States and amounts to about 10 per cent. on 
all shipments. Mr. Weller said that the express companies 
seemed to have a perfect understanding as to this advance, and 
were all working together in perfect harmony. 

The report, together with its recommendation, was referred 
to the Board of Control, and the second session of the N. W. 
D. A. was adjourned at 5.15. 


Wednesday Morning. 
THIRD SESSION. 


The third session of the National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation was convened on Wednesday morning at 10.30, Presi- 
dent Hover occupying the chair. After the approval of the 
minutes of the previous sitting, the secretary read the report of 
the Committee on Memorials of Deceased, the chairman of the 
committee, C. F. G. Meyer, of St. Louis, not being in attendance 
at the meeting. The report included obituary notices of the 
following members who have died during the past year: Wil- 
liam T. Gray, vice-president of the Stern-Gray Drug Company, 
Cincinnati; Horace M. Sharp, Dr. D. Jayne & Son, Philadel- 
phia; John Carnrick, president of Reed & Carnrick, New York 
City; Arthur Peter, president of the Peter-Bauer Drug Com- 
pany, Louisville; Solon Palmer, New York City; Wm. L. Claf- 
lin, of Geo. L. Claflin & Co., Providence, R. I.; Samuel M. 
Bauer, vice-president of the Peter Bauer Drug Company, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; C. P. Squires, vice-president of the Churchill Drug 
Company, Burlington, Vt.; E. Steinbacher, president of E. 
Steinbacher & Co., Akron, O.; Frederick Rawolle, of Marks & 
Rawolle, New York; Boswell Ward, founder of Ward Bros., 
Indianapolis, and Evan F. Lilly, secretary and treasurer of Eli 
Lilly & Co. The secretary, in closing the reading of the report, 
stated that since the report had been prepared news had been 
received of the death of George F. Ross, of the Lyon Mfg. Com- 
pany, Brooklyn, N. Y., an obituary notice of whom will be pre- 
pared and inserted in the report prior to its final publication in 
the volume of the proceedings. The report was referred to the 
Board of Control for consideration. 

The Report of the Committee on Proprietary Goods was 
then submitted by the chairman, John N. Carey, of Indian- 


apolis. 
Report of the Committee on Proprietary Goods. 


The report opened with an expression of satisfaction at the 
fact that the Proprietary Association of America was this year 
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meeting at the same time and place as the N. W. D. A., and the 
hope was expressed that the two associations might continue 
to meet together annually hereafter. 

Touching upon the failure of Lord, Owen & Co., of Chicago, 
regret was expressed at the misfortunes of this house. Sym- 
pathy was also expressed for the sufferers by the floods along 
the Kansas and Missouri rivers, and particular mention was 
made of the firm of Faxon, Horton & Gallagher. Mr. Faxon 
has many friends, not only in the N. W. D. A., but in all three 
branches of the drug trade, and regret was expressed at the 
disaster which had befallen him and his associates. 


PRAISE FOR THE REBATE PLAN. 


Praising the rebate plan as the source of the present sta- 
bility of the wholesale drug trade, the report stated that there 
would be little or no profits in the wholesale drug business for 
any one without it. It therefore behooved every wholesale 
druggist to join the N. W. D. A. and contribute his share to- 
ward the expense of maintaining a system of so much vital 
importance to the trade. A plea was made for an increase in 
the discount on proprietary medicines. At present some prepa- 
rations are handled upon a discount which is less than the 
actual cost of doing business. 

During the past year the efforts of the committee had been 
primarily directed towara the maintenance of the rebate plan 
and also, in conjunction with the National Retail Association, 
the successful operation of the tripartite plan. Both plans 
were said to be working well, and as an evidence of this fact 
extracts were read from reports made by a number of whole- 
sale uruggists in different parts of the country. 


FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE N. A. RB. D. 


The report referred with pleasure to the cordial and friendly 
relations which had been kept up with the officers of the N. A. 
R. D. Marked results had been achieved by retailers during 
the past year in conferring benefits of the tripartite plan in 
many localities where it had not previously been put into 
operation. 


AGAINST BUYING CLUBS. 


In consideration of the services rendered to retail druggists 
in respect to the faithful observation of the tripartite plan on 
the part of wholesalers the report stated that the latter had 
a right to expect that retailers would not encourage the forma- 
tion of “ buying clubs” among their number. The tendency 
to increase the number of these buying clubs in certain sec- 
tions was stated to be on the increase, and the report called 
attention to this in the hope that the retailers might realize 
a it was directly at variance with the spirit of the tripartite 
plan. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE MILES PLAN. 


Extended reference was made to the position of the N. A. 
R. D. in regard to the operation of the direct contract and 
serial numbering plan (Miles plan). The plan was inaugurated 
by the Dr. Miles Medical Company in January of this year, 
but as this firm had not previously consulted the wholesale 
drug trade upon the subject, and as their new contract did not 
provide any additional compensation to jobbers for the extra 
labor and expense devolving upon them under the plan, there 
were many wholesale druggists who felt that they would not 
be justified in signing the Miles Company’s contract unless it 
should be modified in such a way as to make it more accept- 
able to the jobber. The conference leading up to an amend- 
ment to the plan and the reaching of an understanding between 
the different parties interested was noted and, continuing, the 
report spoke of the efforts being made by the retail organiza- 
tion to secure the adoption of the Miles plan by other pro- 
prietary medicine manufacturers. Expressing the desire of the 
N. W. D. A. to favor any practical plan which would make 
the business of retail druggists more profitable, the report 
stated that the plan involved so much more labor and expense 
to the jobber than any other plan which had ever been pre- 
sented that it would be absolutely necessary for any pro- 
prietor adopting it to give the jobber an additional compensa- 
tion sufficient to reimburse him for the extra trouble and ex- 
pense entailed by its operation. 


HOW THE PLAN BEARS UPON JOBBERS. 


The features of the plan which were regarded as burden- 
some upon the jobber were detailed as follows: 

“ Under this plan each proprietor obtains the signatures of 
the retailers to his contract and furnishes the jobber with a 
separate list of his retail agents. Should the system be adopted 
by any number of proprietors, it will be seen at a glance that 
the jobber will be obliged to increase his force tn order to con- 
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sult the many different lists of sub-agents and record the serial 
numbers on each proprietor’s goods. It will be absolutely 
necessary to carefully examine the numerous agency lists be- 
fore filling orders, and as each order usually contains many 
items of proprietary medicines, this feature of the work alone 
wil: require additional clerks and entail considerable delay in 
filling orders. If it were possible to use a uniform list of retail 
agents for all the proprietors, the work would be somewhat 
simplified ; but it is doubtful if this would be practicable, for it 
is very improbable that the contracts of all the proprietors 
would be signed by the same retailers. It would also seem 
necessary, from a legal standpoint, for each proprietor to fur- 
nish his own list of those who have signed his retail contracts. 

“In any event the jobbers are such an essential factor in 
the operation of this plan, and their interests are so vitally 
affected that before its adoption by any other manufacturers 
tney will expect to be consulted regarding the details of the 
plan, which should certainly be a uniform one. The under- 
standing reached at the Chicago conference provides for such 
consultation through this committee. It is a self-evident propo- 
sition that any plan which requires the co-operation of three 
parties must first be submitted to and accepted by each party 
before it can be made effective.” 

The successful ending of the suit against the association 
brought by the John B. Park & Sons Company received fitting 
mention. The continued opposition of the firm in question to 
the operation of the rebate plan was pointedly illustrated by 
the incorporation in the report of a series of letters which had 
passed between this firm and the manufacturers of proprietary 
goods and the retail trade. 

The report concluded with an account of the extension of 
local organizations among the wholesale drug trade, accessions 
to the list of supporters of the tripartite plan among pro- 
prietors, and a cordial expression of appreciation of “ the faith- 
ful and efficient services of Vice-chairman Holliday and Secre- 
tary Toms.” 

The reading of the report was listened to with the closest 
attention and was received with applause. The report was re- 
ferred for consideration to the Board of Control. 

The Committee on Membership made a supplementary re- 
port, recommending for favorable action the application of E. 
Cc. De Witt & Co., of Chicago, for associate membership. The 
application was posted as usuai. 


THE N. A. R. D. HAS THE FLOOR. 


The president invited Thomas V. Wooten, secretary of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists, to address the mem- 
bers on behalf of that body. Mr. Wooten opened his remarks 
with an expression of his appreciation of the courtesy which 
had been extended to the representatives of the N. A. R. D. 
by the Proprietary Goods Committee, and with a view to avoid- 
ing any waste of time through .digressions, he begged leave to 
submit in writing a brief memorandum of the subject matter 
which he wished to present on behalf of the N. A. R. D. These 
remarks follow: 

JUSTICE FOR THE RETAILER. 


That the present condition of the retail drug trade is unsatisfactory 
to thousands of retail druggists, and that there are the very best of 
reasons for this dissatisfaction, must be universally admitted. ‘The 
retailers of hundreds of communities throughout the country, through 
no fault of their own and in spite of the long hours of strenuous and 
persistent and patient effort which they have put forth, an effort which 
if exerted in circumstances less unfavorable would yield results com- 
mensurate with the deserts of these hard-working men, are reduced to 
the narrow limitations of a precarious living. 

There are in the United States, according to Dun’s latest list, a few 
hundred more than 40,000 retail druggists. Many of these druggists 
are prosperous now, but there is hardly a man among them who does 
not realize that he is liable to be reduced, at any time, through the 
machinations of some aggressive cutters (one is all that is needed to 
accomplish the feat) to the wants of those who are compelled to begin 
the consumption even in the prime of their mature manhood and wom- 
anhood, of the substance they have laid up for a rainy day or for old 


age. 
D0 not, gentlemen, suppose for 2 moment that we are asking sym- 
athy for these people; far from it. What we do ask on their behalf is 
ustice. No more. no less, than simple justice. We ask for them that 
roper recognition be given to their corporation in creating a demand 
for the very goods that cutters are now using to irreparably damage 
the business to which thousands of us have devoted and are devoting 
the best years of our lives. Nor is it the retailers alone who suffer. 
Who is it that systematically besmirches the character of, and when- 
ever he finds it necessary Gonteove the = name of well-known proprie- 
taries, names which the proprietors have spent months and years in 
making a valuabie property? Answer: The aggressive cutter. 


THF ARCH SINNER. 


Who is it that inflicts upon the jobber the worst injury the jobber 
can sustain?—namely, to reduce the Ss power, to lower the 
paying power of the jobber’s natural friend and ally? Answer: The 


ressive cutter. 
aCe Tho is it that is degrading the protemtes of pharmacy, one of the 
noblest of all callings, by lowering the moral tone of those upon whose 
integrity may depend your own life, the lives of those you love, the 
lives of the whole community, as well as the reputation of the medical 


profession? Answer: The aggressive cutter. 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


WEAKNESS OF THE TRIPARTITE PLAN. 


And yet we are told sometimes that nothing can be done to check 
the cutter’s progress—that he must go on and on in his triumphal 
= of destruction, though all interests suffer alike from his devasta- 

on. 
The Nationa! Association of Retail Druggists, which has placed 
upon us the duty of representing its interests here, says this career of 
infamy can be stopped, that if the interests of proprietors and jobbers 
as well as retailers are to be subserved it must be stopped; and it is our 
purpose to call upon the proprietors and jobbers not only once but again 
and again if need be, to assist us in this noble undertaking. You ask, 
* Are we not assisting you now?” We answer, with becoming gratitude 
(for we are deeply grateful to all who have given us their co-operation) 
“ Yes.”". That we have by our combined effurts done a great deal to im- 
prove the condition of all branches of the trade throughout the entire 
country, even the most indifferent must admit. But much yet remains 
to be done. ‘The tripartite plan, as originally adopted, after an infinite 
deal of hard work had been done upon it, was believed by many to be 
the solution of the cut-rate problem. At its launching the hearts of 
many, theretofore despondent, beat high with rr It is to us a matter 
of the keenest satisfaction that in hundreds of places this plan is to-day 
givin, sige ae a substantial profit on proprietaries who were accus- 
tomed to seli these goods (whenever the stubbornness of the customer 
prevented his being induced to take something else) at cost, or even less 
. than cost. We do not minfmize these benefits; for every one of them 
we are genuinely thankful. But experience has demonstrated that in 
ove important particular the tripartite eg is deplorably weak. I refer 
to the inability of those who have sought to make the plan operative to 
trace goods through the channels by which they reach the price demor- 
alizer. It is the proud proclamation of the aggressive cutter that his 
position is secure and permanent, because he says that a sufficient num- 
ber of dishonest proprietors, jobbers and retailers will always be found 
to supply him with whatever goods he may need. Several years of unre- 
mitting labor on the part of the N. A. R. D., attended by many experi- 
ences not calculated to make one feel proud of his fellow human beings, 
has shown conclusively that, up to the present, this blatant claim was 


no idle beast. 
HOW THE PLAN CAN BE STRENGTHENED. 


It the proprietors, jobbers and retailers are loyal to the tripartite 
plan, a plan that is just to all branches alike, beneficial to all branches 
alike, then we must strengthen the plan at the weak link—namely, the 
tracing of gocds from the manufacturer to the cutter. That all the 
zoods which go out of the average proprietary medicine factory can be 
serially numbered has already been proven ; that this system, a the 
short time it has been in use has already exerted a most salutary influ- 
ence upon would-be contract-violators is undeniably true. In proportion 
to the menetary cost and the trouble of putting this plan into effect, 
the benefits to all branches of the trade to be derived from this method 
of marking is incalculable. It seems to be all that is needed to make 
the tripartite pian an entire success. 

Five years of experience with the tripartite plan has led us to an- 
other important conclusion, that this plan can be with signal advantage 
reinforced by the individual proprietors entering into direct contractual 
relationship with each of the wholesale and retail distributors of his 
goods. In this way is not only the wholesale agent of the proprietor 
made extremely careful whom he sells the proprietors’ goods to, but the 
retail agent who violates this contract becomes indebted to the proprie- 
tor ys the terms of the contract) for a definite amount on account of 
this violation. So successful has the plan been, in the hands of one 
proprietor who has given it a fair trial, that the eyes of the retail drug- 
gists of the whole country have been drawn to the incalculable benefits 
to all branches of the trade, especially to themselves, derivable from this 
source. Having become convinced of the practicability of this plan 
under consideration, these druggists, through their national association, 
urge upon the allied branches of the trade as associations and as indi- 
viduals that they adopt this method of strengthening and reinforcing 
the tripartite plan, the strength and weakness of which we have taken 
five years to demonstrate. | 

I have mentioned incidéntally the cutters’ boast that dishonest pro- 
ape ny jobbers and retailers would always supply him with goods. 

n this fight for better trade conditions the non-cutting retailers have 
believed all these years that proprietors and jobbers were sincere in 
their protestations of loyalty to the retailer’s interests, to the common 
interests of the three branches of the trade. Suspicion has been cast 
upon this professed loyalty, it being the persistent assertion of the 
cutter that the proprietor is only binffing when he tells the non-cutting 
retail trade that he desires to work in harmony with him for advanc- 
ing his, the retailer’s, interests, and that at the very moment the jobber 
is swearing fealty in the office goods are going out of the shipping room 
door to cutters under assumed names. 

The reiteration of these charges, times without number, in all parts 
of the country, has made the retailers exceedingly restless and uncom- 


fortable. 
ARE THE PROPRIETORS AND JOBBERS SINCERE? 


This question the price-maintaining retailers of the country want an- 
swered, and they are watching with keenest interest the outcome of 
these meetings, because they consider this the time of all others for an 
answer, outspoken and unequivocal, to be given. And they want the 
reply to this question not in words but in actions, not in carefully 
phrased resolutions that mean something or nothing, but in definite, 
well-considered statements as to what you, on your part, are willing to 
do for the advancement of our common interests. In the last year or 
two a great deai has been said against substitution in the sense of re- 
placing advertised preparations with other preparations when the for- 
mer are specifically demanded. Much of what has been said concerning 
the reprehensible practice is true. But who is responsible for this prac- 
tice? It is not my intention to inquire minutely into the causes of sub- 
stitution, but it cannot be denied that, to the extent the proprietors fail 
to discourage this practice or neglect to use all reasonable efforts to 
stamp it out. they are responsible. The same is equally true of the job- 
bers and of the retailers, and it !s because of our determination to see 
this evil uprooted, our anxiety to do whatever lies in our power to in- 
sure its extirpation, that we insist on behalf of the retail trug trade 
that the subject receive at this joint meeting of the jobbers and i. 

rietors all the consideration to which its immense importance entitles 
t. It is unnecessary that I discuss with you the immense value to all 
branches of the trade of using to the fullest extent possible the three- 
party-ite principle. The help that proprietors, wholesalers and retail- 
ers Bave all received through the Inte agent application of this prin- 
ciple is too well known to make any such discussion necessary. Our 
relations are those of interdependence. This has been clearly proven. 
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Anything that benefits the retailer cannot fail to benefit the wholesaler, 
indirectly at least. But this plan benefits the wholesaler directly by 
increasing the volume of his business. Whatever may be said of the 
sort of substitution we have referred to, hardly any practice could be 
more injurious to the jobber’s interests. The equanimity with which 
some jobbers seem to regard the evil of substitution is, considering the 
usual shrewdness of this class of business men, remarkable. That these 
wholesalers should faii to og their very best efforts to wiping out 
substitution, thereby restoring the drug business to normal channels, 
increasing the volume of their own business, advancing the welfare of 
those upon whom they must depend for their success, is little less than 
astonishing. That these men should urge in extenuation of their action 
or passive opposition to a scheme for depriving the cutter of his occu- 
ation that it is too much trouble, is in our estimation, simply astound- 
ny. 
PRACTICABILITY OF THE MILFS PLAN. 


I have stated already that 40,000 retailers were watching the out- 
come of this meeting with extreme interest. Do not forget that there 
are hundreds of aggressive cutters who are awaiting the result with 

ual interest. I have said to you, and I want you to realize the truth 
of what I assert, as some of you gentlemen have not seemed to realize 
it in the pact, that the great buik of the retailers of this country are 
firmly convinced of the practicability of the direct contract and serial 
numbering plan. It matters not that you think they are mistaken, 
they ask to be shown how you know they are mistaken. There is — 
one way they can be convinced they are mistaken, and that is throug 
giving the plan a thorough and impartial trial. I warn you, gentlemen, 
that your saying the plan is “too much trouble,” or that your exag- 
gcrating the trifling addition to your expense account necessary to test 
the plan, will not save you from the odium of standing in the way of 
securing to the retailers that for which they have been anxiously work- 
ing and waiting for years—aye, praying for years—a method whereby 
the miscreant who robs the druggist who values his calling of that 
which is dearer to him than all else in the world except his life, his 
friends, his sacred honor—a chance to make an honest living, an op- 
portunity to educate his children and rear them in an atmosphere of re- 
finement (however hard he himself may be compelled to toil that this 
end may be aay ge ogg = and to place in a position of independence 
those who are dear to him when he is no longer able to minister to 
their needs. 

A WORD OF WARNING. 


Far be it from me to introduce even one note of discord into the 
harmony that has prevailed throughout these meetings. I have no 
such intention. But is it not better for the present and the future wel- 
fare of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association that you recog- 
nize the dissatisfaction with existing conditions which exists every- 
where, especially as to the defenselessness and helplessnes of retail 
druggists when assailed by an aggressive demoralizer of prices? Is it 
not better to recognize that if you fail to come to the rescue of your 
friends in the retail trade, not reluctantly and with ill grace, but gen- 
erously and with the air of one glad to favor a friend, your association 
will be condemned, the feeling of unrest and suspicion I have mentioned 
increased, and the disposition always present in some quarters of the 
retail trade to cut loose from the jobbers and to assume the functions 
of the jobber augmented until it will be well nigh impossible to main- 
tain any tripartite agreement? 

I am confident those who are in the best position to know will 
cheerfully acknowledge that the National Association of Retail Drug- 

ists and its executive committees have constantly favored giving the 
obber all he is entitled to and of protecting him in his legitimate 
sphere. I am sure these men will acquiésce in the statement that we 
have conscientiously and zealously endeavored to make the tripartite 
lan, with all its benetits to the jobbers, with all the sacrifices it has 
Somanded of the retailer, a complete success, that in the face of all 
sorts of discouragements we have steadily held our course. 

The tripartite plan has not succeeded; why? Because, as I have 
pointed out, it is fatally weak in one or two particulars, and the con- 
viction is forced upon us that in these respects the plan must be 
strengthened and reinforced. It is inconceivable, Mr. President, that in 
this emergency, when so much has already been accomplished through 
our co-operation with cach other, when the future is so bright for all 
of us if we persist in our plans of working for each other’s interest, it 
is inconceivable, I say, that you should fail to give us the assistance 
which we need and which we have a. — to expect at your hands. 

We have been told within the last few days y. a prominent proprie- 
tor that the reason why he has not more zealously considered adopting 
a direct contract plan was not that he was not impressed with its prac- 
ticability, but that the great majority of the jobbers opposed it. We 
believe this proprietor’s information is not in accordance with facts, 
but if what he has heard ts true we have only this to say—we have 
been mistaken in the character of the men with whom we are dealing, 
our confidence has been misplaced. But we do not believe it to be true, 
and we ca!l upon you to prove by your action here at this meeting that 
it is not true. 

The reminiscences of early Boston are dear to the heart of every 
true American. Within a few miles of us is a battle-field made sacred 
by the blood of the first patriots who sacrificed their lives in the cause 
of freedom for an aggressive people. The “ shot that was heard around 
the world ’’ had not ceased to reverberate till the — who gave to 
us for an inheritance the greatest nation the sun shines upon had dedi- 
eated their all to the cause of freedom, freedom from bondage to con- 
ditions they could no longer endure. The retail druggists of America, 
Mr. President, are struggling for freedom from q condition which they 
cannot longer endure, and we call upon the wholesale druggists of the 
country, our national allies, to he!p us in this struggle for independ- 
ence. 

REFERRED FOR ACTION. 


Upon motion of M. N. Kline, the paper by Mr. Wooten was 
referred to the Proprietary Committee, that committee being 
requested to report back to the association at 4 p.m. Upon mo- 
tion of Mr. Main the secretary was instructed to invite the 
members of the Proprietary Association to be present at the 
time named. 

M. N. Kline presented his report as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Suits Against Members, in which he reviewed at 
some length the results of the decision in the suit of John D. 
Park & Sons, of Cincinnati, against the N. W. D. A., and sug- 
gested that the pamphlet which has been published by the com- 
mittee giving the history of the case, be incorporated in the 
next year volume of the proceedings. The recommendation and 
report were referred to the Board of Control. 
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Report on Commercial Travelers, 


The standing committee on Commercial Travelers reported 
through Robert H. Bradley, chairman. The report commenced 
with the frank declaration that “the commercial traveler has 
long been recognized by the wholesaler as a necessary evil, and 
like all evils, expensive.” The most important question in con- 
nection with the subject of commercial travelers, according to 
the committee, was the matter of remuneration. The difficulty 
of naming a method of compensation capable of uniform adop- 
tion by all houses received attention, the opinion being ex- 
pressed that the matter should be considered with regard to the 
particular house and the surrounding conditions. As to com- 
missions, the agent selling goods on commission has an incentive 
to good hard work, but an argument against this method of re- 
muneration is the fact that the agent becomes too ambitious 
and considers himself under obligations to sell more than he 
can. He seeks to further his own finacial interests by doubl- 
ing the orders received and runs the risk of the customers keep- 
ing the goods rather than go to the trouble of returning them 
with necessary explanations. This practice of course compro- 
mises the house in the eyes of the customer. 

In large sales districts the committee said it was to the best 
interest of the wholesaler to pay salaries instead of commis- 
sions. If the relations between the house and the agent are as 
they should be, the spur of a commission will not be needed to 
advance the interests of the house. 

Frank A. Henry, of the Williams Mfg. Company, Cleveland, 
submitted the report of the Special Committee on the Commer- 
cial Travelers of the N. W. D. A. This report took the form of 
an essay on the things that make for success in the salesmen’s 
career, and was aimed directly at the members of the traveling 
fraternity. 


Adulterated Drugs. 


_. The report of the Committee on Adulterations made by 
Chairman Jesse L. Hopkins, of New York, discussed the sub- 
ject in a general way without calling attention to specific cases 
of adulteration. The drug trade suffers to no small extent, the 
report stated, by the popular confusion of the goods which it 
handles with what are known as “ grocer’s drugs,” a class of 
preparations which, according to the committee, offer every op- 
portunity for sophistication, and which are sold by dealers im 
general merchandise, who are not subject to the legal or moral 
restraints controlling those who are permitted to handle medic- 
inal drugs. The ambitious analyst or the sensational reporter 
who starts upon a tour of investigation and discovers an insect 
destroying compound, grocers’ spices, a cleansing material, or 
a baking powder which does not respond to certain tests for 
their integrity, straightway discourses upon “ adulterations in 
drugs,” and in so far as the discourse is read or has any influ- 
ence, it is accepted as an exposure of the methods in the drug 
trade. The conclusion of the committee was that existing con- 
ditions do not justify the popular suspicion as to the integrity 
of the goods sold by the drug trade throughout the United 
States. The report continued: 


AN TWNFORTUNATE FEATURB. 


,..The inequalities in prices which" still prevail upon many lines of 
drugs, and which naturally carry an impression of a like irregularity 
in quality, is an unfortunate feature of the business which, in the opin- 
ion of your committee, results rather from the absence of a well defined 
and universally accepted standard of quality than from any sophistica- 
tions of the druzs themselves. This condition is in itself no reflection 
upon the integrity of the manufacturers or several classes of merchants 
engaged in the business, nor is it one to be easily met. The govern- 
mental standardization of certain crude drugs hds served to promote 
greater uniformity of quality in the articles which are the subject of 
such regulation, and there is no evidence that the effort of the Gev- 
ernment in this direction has been nullified to any extent by the sophis 
tication of goods after they have passed the customs examination. But 
such systems of standardization are not without their drawbacks, and 
are found in —— to shut out goods which, if sold on their assayed 
value, would be equally serviceable to the manufacturer, and yield 
products of equa! purity and therapeutic value with those of the higher 
overnmental standards. If this organization, and others which have 
abored so successfully toward the abatement of the evil of adultera- 
tion, can now devise some means of supplementing that work with an 
intelligent and effective means of standardizing the quality of drugs, 
their labors will be better rewarded than by continuing the denuncia- 
tion of a practice which, however reprehensible it may be, does not at 
present scem to exist to an extent at all beyond the control of the 
official bodies which the national Government, as well as the several 
oer and most of the leading municipalities, charge with such police 
uties. 


AS TO VARIATION IN QUALITY. 


The buyer of drugs and medicines, whether he be dealer or con- 
sumer, who rakes his purchase the subject of the same rules that 
might govern a purchase of ordinary merchandise, is likely to find the 
same conditions confront him. There are grades of wheat flour suited 
to the views of every class of buyers, and the same is true of cotton 
cloth and hundreds of other articles of merchandise. The flours are 
all made from pure wheat and are in themselves pure flour; the cloths 
are made from pure cotton, yet no buyer expects that he is getting the 
same grade of flour for $3 per barrel that he wonld get for $5, nor does 
the buyer of cotton cloth expect that he would get as fine goods of 
the same weight a for 6 cents as he would get for 12. ike con- 
ditions exist in the drug trade to-day, with no more dishonesty on the 
part of the seller, and they will continue to exist, without involving 
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any sophistication or other act of dishonesty on his part, so long as 
there is no absolute standard for the protection of the seller as well 
as the buyer. The various exchanges and boards of trade throughout 
the country have established standard grades of nearly all articles com- 
ing under the head of breadstuffs and provisions, and the miller who 
desires to make a special quaiity of flour, or the cotton manufacturer 
who makes a special quality of cloth, can each purchase his raw mate- 
rial by naming the grade he desires, with absolute assurance as to its 
quality in all the respects essential to the uses to which he intends put- 
ting it. ‘The quality of his own product is thereafter assured unless it 
be altered by lack of skill or uniformity in his own methods, and the 
consumer is taught by experience about what to expect from a flour or 
a cloth at a given price. ‘he initial quality of goods in almost any line 
may be impaired by improper handling and a lack of skill in converting 
a crude drug or chemical into the ag og form for dispensing, is fre- 
quently responsible for deficiencies in the therapeutic action which the 
physician or analyst ascribes to “ adulteration and wrong intent. 


STANDARDS BEAR HEAVILY SOMETIMES. 


The ultimate consumption of most drugs is for therapeutic purposes, 
and if a therapeutic standard were fixed for such drugs, so that the 
retail druggist could be readily assured of the py! of everything he 
bought, the inherent honesty in every branch of the trade would main- 
tain a degree of uniformity the lack of which now leads to ill-founded 
suspicions of dishonest adulteration. When so large a proportion of 
crude drugs are used for conversion into alkaloidal or other pharma- 
ceutical forms for dispensing, the manufacturer, for reasons already 
referred to, may properly be left to purchase his materials upon the 
basis of their assayed value, in so far as this can be done without 
menace to the therapeutic value of the product which finally reaches 
the consumer. The American manufacturer of morphine is to-day prob- 
ably handicapped by the governmental standard for opium, inasmuch 
as he is unable to purchase for manufacturing purposes a low grade of 
gum which, based upon its alkaioidal value, he could obtain upon a 
relatively lower cost than the standard grade required for dispensing. 

It seems to your committee that intelligent trade regulations — 
ported by laws easy of enforcement might be adopted, which would 
place the drug business in a position equal in these respects to that oc- 
cupied by other branches of business, at the same time affording the 
consumer the protection to which he is entitled, and relieving the situa- 
tion from the odium under which the trade suffers from the over- 
estimated drugs of adulteration. 

All the reports named above were referred to the Board of 
Control as read. 

The Committee on Proprietary Goods, to whom was refer red 
the statement submitted by Treasurer Strong, in regard to the 
finances of the association, reported that, in their opinion it 
was desirable that a Finance Committee of five be appointed 
by the incoming president to take into consideration the ques- 
tion of providing sufficient revenue to meet the expenses of the 
association and report at the next annual meeting. It was 
also recommended that the treasurer be made chairman of this 
committee. Upon vote the recommendation of the committee 
was adopted. 

The secretary then announced the receipt of a communica- 
tion from the Proprietary Association, requesting that the as- 
sociation take the same action in the matter of the infringe- 
ment in the Van Stan’s Stratena case, as had been taken by 
both associations in the Horlick’s Food case. The matter was 
referred to the Committee on Proprietary Goods, after which 
the third session of the N. W. D. A. was adjourned. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


Wednesday Afternoon. a " 

After reading the minutes of the preceding s ting the re- 
port of the speciul Committee on the President’s Address was 
submitted by W. J. Walker as chairman. After commending 
the address to the careful consideration of the members, the 
committee submitted three resolutions, as follows: 


f 
lved, That we desire to place on record our appreciation o 
neon of the Proprietary Association in meeting w th us on this 
occasion, and we express the hope that they will continue the same 


future. 
Oe clved, That this association add to its list of honorary members 


word, token of its appreciation of his long 

4 poy ‘business. career, and the secretary is hereby instructed 
wi oerme Se deere of aeaer “that the methods pursued by the re- 
tirin, resident in the selection of membership of the Committee = 
Local Xssociations as judicious and desirable, and the incoming presi- 
dent is hereby recommended to continue the same. 

The report was signed by Wm. J. Walker, C. F. Shoemaker 
and M. Carey Peters as a committee. 

The resolutions were adopted without dissent. 

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICE. 
Mr. Walker submitted a report of the Committee on Nomi- 
s, naming the following candidates: 
seo avouient, C. F. Shoemaker, Philadelphia; first vice 
president, M. Cary Peter, Louisville; second vice-president, 
Fred. L. Carter, Boston; third vice-president, Cc. F. Michaels, 
San Francisco; fourth vice-president, James S. Morrison, Chi- 
cago; fifth vice-president, A. D. Parker, New Orleans; secre- 
tary, J. E. Toms, Indianapolis; treasurer, S. E. Strong, Cleve- 
. Ohio. 

me el of the Board of Control: Lucien B. Hall, Cleve- 
jand, chairman; Henry W. Evans, Kansas City; A. M. Reid, 
Atlanta; Charles Barton, Louisville, and Charles A. Jarman, 


3 kee. 
oe the rules this report was laid over for consideration 


later. 


Board of Control Acts on Reports. 


Lucien B. Hall as chairman of the Board of Control submit- 
ted reports from that body upon the reports of various com- 
mittees which had been referred to it from time to time. These 
reports, which follow, were adopted as read: 


Adulterations. 


The report of the Committee on Adulterations has been read by the 
Board of Control with much interest, and while we must recognize the 
fact that the commercial conditions referred to in the report do exist, 
and always will exist to a certain extent, the board believes that the 
situation is constantly improving and that there is less and less tend- 
ency in the sale of Crugs to misrepresent their real character or value. 

This association has always taken such a firm — in favor of 
maintaining a high standard of purity in drugs of ali kinds that the 
board feels that we should reiterate our conviction that no articles 
should be offered or sold except those that correspond exactly with the 
claims made for them. 

The board believes that it would be very difficult to establish regu- 
— for standardizing different grades of drugs, as suggested by the 
committee. 

We recommend that the association again place itself on record as 
being heartily in favor of every movement that will serve to protect 
the trade and the public against the deceptive adulteration of drugs. 


Box and Cartage. 


The Board of Control believes that our association has for the com- 
ing year very few more important committees than the one on Box and 
Cartage, and we think its members well fitted for the work before them. 
We recommend, therefore, that the present committee be continued for 
another year, and we urge that local organizations arise to the emer- 
gency of the situation and render all possible encouragement, assist- 
ance and co-operate with the committee in their efforts to reinstate a 
uniform charge for case and cartage. 

We also favor the recommendation of the committee requesting that 
the secretary of our association be authorized to correspond with the 
various grocery and hardware associations, with a view of interesting 
them in this movement. 


Commercial Travelers. 


The report of the Committee on Commercial Travelers is very enter- 
taining, but the traveler who does energetic, conscientious work and 
produces good results for his house is far from being a ‘“ necessary 
evil.” On the contrary, he is a valuable and indispensable assistant 
in the conduct of the wholesale business. 

The committee’s ping meme that houses should exercise the greatest 
care in the selection of their traveling salesmen is worthy of most care- 
ful consideration, as a house is necessarily judged, to a large extent, by 
the character of its representatives. 

With regard to the method of compensation of traveling salesmen, 
the board is convinced that a fixed salary is the only correct basis of 
remuneration. as the payment of commissions leads to many irregu- 
larities. This is the position which has been taken by the association 
for many years, and we feel that it cannot be too strongly impressed 


upon our members. 
Credits and Collections. 


The elaborate report of the Committee on Credits and Collections 
shows that the chairman has given very careful thought to the various 
subjects discussed in the report, all of which are of the greatest inter- 
est to the entire trade. His views are clearly and forcibly expressed, 
— eee that he has a most comprehensive grasp of the whole 
situation. 

It is very gratifying that the trade conditions of the country gen- 
| are in such a satisfactory shape as stated in the report. 

he Board of Control fully concurs in the recommendation of the 
committee that wholesale druggists should exercise unusual caution in 
encouraging the starting of new retail drug stores, and especially where 
this is done largely on credit. This is a most important point, and the 
board feels that the experience of our members generally will convince 
them of the necessity of watching this matter very carefully, both in 
their own Anterest and that of the retailers themselves. 

On the subject of uniform terms and discounts, the board agrees 
with the committee that this is a matter which can be controlled only 
by the local associations, or by a uniform course of action on the part 
of the wholesale dealers in any territory where no regular organization 
exists. Thee can be no question of the great desirability of uniform 
terms and discounts throughout the entire country, and this association 
cannot too strongly indorse this principle. The board therefore recom- 
mends that we reaffirm the resolutions adopted upon this subject at our 
last annual meeting, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this association that the adop- 
tion of 30 days and 1 per cent for cash as being the established terms 
in the sale of drugs and proprietary articles is not only wise, but 
amply justified by sound commercial reasons and practice. 

“ Resolved, That we urge upon the local associations throughout 
the United States to continue the agitation of this subject, as it is only 
oc such local agitation that the desired end can ever be accom- 
plished.” 

The board fully agrees in the wisdom of the suggestion made by the 
committee that it is not only just, but likewise good policy to charge 
interest where overdue time is taken. The reasons advanced by the 
committee for this action are most excellent ones, and are commended 
to the careful consideration of our members. 

We are in hearty accord with the recommendations of this com- 
mittee that the members of the wholesale drug trade, in common with 
all other merchants, should take a keen and active interest in the 
National Creditmen’s Association, as well as in the local credit associa- 
tions existing in their respective cities. We believe that great good 
has been accomplished by the work of these credit associations, as 
shown by the report of the committee. In this connection the board 
would recommend that this association adopt the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association 
heartily indorses the efforts of the National Creditmen’s Association 
to secure the passage of a uniform law preventing sales of stocks of 
goods in bulk without proper protection to creditors. 

The board calls particular attention to the suggestion of the com- 
mittee that unity of action among creditmen is highly desirable, and 
cannot fail to be productive of good results to all concerned. We rec- 
ommend that our members and wholesale druggists generally should 
encourage the closest co-operation among the creditmen of the various 
houses in the manner suggested by the committee. 

In view of the statement made by the committee as to the doubtful 
character of the results obtained from credit insurance, the board feels 
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that this is a question which should be leit to the individual judgment 
of each of our members. 

The board fully agrees with the committee that receipts are un- 
necessary for remittances which require the indorsement of the _ re- 
ceiver, and we recommend that the iocal associations use every effort 
to extend this practice among their members generally. 

_ The board believes that the subject of currency reform is one of 
vital importance to the business and financial interests of the country, 
and we would recommend that the incoming Committees on Credits and 
Collections, and also on Legislation, watch and —— very carefully the 
measures which may be proposed in Congress for relief in this direction. 


Drug Market. 


The report of the Committee on Drug Market is very valuable as a 
matter of record, and we commend it to the careful attention of our 
members after it is printed in the chiro yo The preparation of 
the report involves an immense amount of labor on the part of the 
chairman, and we feel that the association should express its appre- 
ciation of his work. 

We recommend that that portion of the report in regard to the 
daty on borax be referred to the incoming Committee on gislation. 


Fire Insurance. 


The report of the Committee on Fire Insurance is an admirable 
document, and shows that the Chairman has given this important sub- 
ject the most careful and intelligent consideration. He is entitled to 
the hearty thanks of the association for his arduous labcrs. 

We invite the special attention of our members to those pervjone of 
the report which show the necessity for “securing such additions to 
the standard form of policy as will adequately cover the individual 
risk;’’ “‘ the list of rates for insuring drug stocks as Pyaig the re- 
duction of rates followiong the reduction of hazards;” “the low cost 
of insurance in mutual or reciprocal underwriters.” 

We indorse and recommend the adoption of the resolution contained 
in the report, as follows: 

Resolved, That the incoming Committee on Fire Insurance are re- 
quested to embody in their report: 

First. The origin of fires occurring in stocks of drugs and chemicals 
during the coming year, so far as it may be possible to ascertain the 
same. 

Second. A list of hazardous drugs, chemicals, oils and fluids, with 
ee as to their handling and storage. 

hird. How best to equip a drug house so as to promptly extinguish 
a fire if one occurs. 
Fourth. How to organize a fire brigade in an individual warehouse. 
Legislation. 

The report of the Committee on Legislation shows that the chair- 
man has given the closest attention to the important matters in charge 
of this committee, and the thanks of the association are due to him and 
the other members of the’ committee for the arduous labors they have 
performed in behalf of the trade. 

While it was impossible to secure the passage of the Joy bill last 
year, notwithstanding the hard work done by our committee and the 
representatives of other commercial bodies, we would recommend that 
the incoming Committee on Legislation be requested to do all in its 
power to secure the enactment of legislation for the reduction of the 
tax on alcohol; and as the report indicates that the sentiment in 
favor of such legislation has greatly increased, it is hoped that some 
definite results may be obtained at the next session of Congress. 

In accordance with the committee’s suggestion, the board recom- 
mends that the incoming Committee on Legislation give its support to 
any pure food bill introduced at the next session of Congress, provided 
my — conforms to the measures which this association has indorsed 
n the past. 

The board indorses the recommendation of the committee that our 
incoming Committee on Legislation continue the effort to secure the 
passage of section 6 of the Lovering bill, providing for a drawback on 
domestic alcohol used in the manufacture of exported articles. 


Memorials of Deceased Members. 


The board notes with great sorrow that the Committee on Memorials 
of Deceased Members has again been called upon to record the deaths of 
so many of our members since we last assembled. The Grim Reaper 
has indeed been busy in our ranks, and during the * year 19 of our 
associates have been called to their eternal reward. 

The committee has performed in an admirable manner the sad duty 
of recording the virtues of our departed friends, and as suggested by 
the chairman, we think it eminently fitting that we should turn aside 
from our business for a short time and pay just tribute to those who 
have gone on before. The board therefore recommends that the presi- 
dent designate a time when our members may have an opportunity to 
say a few words in memory of our deceased associates. 

We further recommend that a memorial page be set apart in the 
journal of this convention upon which the names of our departed 
members shall be inscribed, and also that the report of the committee 
be adopted and printed in our proceedings. 


Paints, Oils, and Glass. 


The thanks of the association are due to the chairman of this com- 
mittee for the complete and interesting report on these articles, and it 
should be read by all of our members. t is sertainly gratifying to 
learn that the past year has been a prosperous one in white lead and 
mixed peat, and we regret that the same cannot be reported of lin- 


seed oil. 
Paris Green. 


From the report of the special Committee on Paris Green it is evi- 
dent that the committee has given this article much attention during 
the last year, and while they did not succeed in placing Paris Green 
on the rebate plan,’ we learn from this report that through their ef- 
forts it was sold at a uniform price in 12 of the leading cities. We 
concur in the recommendation of the committee and offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolwed, That the incoming committee use their best efforts to se- 
cure the sale of Paris Green under a rebate for the season of 1904, and 
if unable to secure this, that a scale prices be recommended by the 


committee. 
Secretary’s Report. 


The thanks of the association are due to Mr. Toms for the able 
manner in which he has discharged his duties as secretary during the 
past year, and for his very satisfactory report, with the vaiuable recom- 
mendations which it contains. 

The Board of Control approves the vargas! By recommendation that 
a copy of our annual proceedings be sent regularly to the secretary of 
each State and Territorial pharmaceutical association, also to the 
secretary of each local organization of wholesale druggists. 
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The board calls particular attention to the secretary's request that 
some of our members will supply him with the reports of the Western 
Wholesale Drug Association for March, 1876; February, 1878, and 
November, 1879, as it is exceedingly important that there should be 
a complete set of our annual reports on file in his office. 

We heartily concur in the secretary’s recommendation that dele- 
gates be formally appointed by our president to ali the State and 

erritorial Pharmaceutical Association, as well as national associa- 
tion in the drug trade, and that a list of such delegates, with the 
time and place of the various meetings, be published in our annual 


proceedings. 
Suits Against Members. 


The Board of Control congratulates the association upon the fact 
that our Special Committee on Suits is able to report that the long 
drawn out suit of the John D. Park & Sons Co. has at last been de- 
cided in favor of the association by the court of last resort in the State 
of New York. It is pereeereety gratifying that the decision affirms the 
perfect legality of the rebate plan. 

The board indorses the recommendation of the committee that we 
i in our Proceedings the pamphlet issued by the committee contain- 
ng a history of the Park case, with the opinions of the court, in the 
recent decision. 

While there is a great difference between the rebate plan of selling 
proprietary medicines and the system used by the American Publishers 
Association in the sale of books, we concur in the recommendation of 
**e committee that the decision in the case of Macy vs. that association 
.2 also printed in our Proceedings, simply as a matter of information 
an1 record. 

In consideration of the immense amount of time, thought and labor 
which has been expended by the Committee on Suits in the defense of 
the Parks case during the past seven years, the board recommends that 
they be given a rising vote of thanks in appreciation of the valuable 
services which tbey have rendered to the association. 

hile the work of the Committee on Suits in this particular case 
has been so successfully completed, the board feels that it is very im- 
portant that the same committee should be continued for another year, 
as the familiarity of its members with all past suits cspecially fits them 
for locking after the interests of our association in all matters con- 


nected with litigation. 
Trade-Marks. 


The report of the Committee on Trade-Marks contains a great deal 
of information which is interesting and valuable to all our members, as 
it gives a history of all the important trade-mark decisions rendered 
during the past year. 

The report shows conclusively that it is absolutely necessary for 
manufacturers to register their trade-marks in foreign countries with 
the greatest promptness, and also that they should be particularly care- 
ful in the description of their products, so that they may be assured of 
the protection of the courts against imitators. We are gratified to learn 
from the report that the tendency of court decisions is more and more 
favorable to the — of the legitimate rights of proprietors. 

The thanks of the association are due to the chairman of this com- 
mittee for the valuable work which he has performed during the past 
year. 


Report of Board of Control on Report of Special Committee of 
Commercial Travelers. 


The report of this committee is very interesting and is full of the 
most excellent advice to all traveling salesmen. Coming as it does from 
a veteran of 40 years’ experience, it is worthy of the careful considera- 
tion of commercial travelers generally, and we especially commend it to 
every young man starting on the road as a salesman. 


Report of the Board of Control on Proprietary Goods. 


In connection with the report of the Committee on Proprie- 
— Goods the Board of Control offered the following resolu- 
tions: 


1. Resolved, That we reiterate the action of the association one 
year ago, as expressed in the rages ay resolutions : 

“ Resolved, That as it is as much for the interest of the manufac- 
turer as the jobber that the contract plan should be continued, the 
— interest of both the manufacturer and the jobber should be se- 
cured. 

“ Resolved, That the strength of the contract system lies in the 
manufacturers ne to a recognized list of wholesale distributers, 
to whom sales at their largest quantity discount should be restricted. 

“Resolved, ‘That the chairman of the Proprietary Committee be 
requested to continue his efforts to secure the acquiescence of each pro- 
vrietor who sells his goods on the contract plan to such a list. 

“ Resolved, That the chairman of the Proprietary Committee be 
given control of sufficient funds to investigate all reported violations of 
— terms, with power to take such action as may be proper in the 
premises.” 

2. Resolved, That proprietors are especially requested to exercise 
greater care and vigilance in regard to the signing of their contracts 
and in insisting that their rules on the subject shall be complied with. 

3. Resolved, That the Committee on Proprietary Goods is hereby 
authorized to issue a revised edition of the Rebate list at as early a 
date as is practicable. 


ADVANTAGES OF TAX-FREE ALCOHOL. 


In discussing the recommendations of the Board of Control 
on the report of the Legislative Committee M. N. Kline read 
several excerpts from a pamphlet on the alcohol tax tending 
to show the immense advantage which would accrue to the 
chemical and allied trade from the use of tax-free alcohol, and 
upon his motion these excerpts were ordered to be incorporated 
in the report of the Legislative Committee. 

In submitting the report of the Committee on Trade-marks 
the Board of Control recommended the passage of a vote of 
thanks to the chairman of that committee, Chas. H. Camp, for 
the excellent work done by bim. 

On behalf of the Committee on Proprietary Goods, the 
chairman, Mr. Carey, presented a resolution pledging the moral 
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support of the association to the proprietors of Van Stan’s 
Stratena in connection with the efforts which were being made 
to introduce a substitute for this preparation. 

The resolution was adopted without dissent, and C. S. Pet- 
tit, proprietor of the Van Stan’s Stratena, took occasion to brief- 
ly express his thanks for the passage of the resolution. A 
recess of ten minutes was taken, after which the report of the 
Board of Control on the report of the Proprietary Committee 
regarding the Stratena case was read and adopted, this merely 
confirming the action taken earlier. 


TRIBUTE TO MR. CAREY. 


C. F. Shoemaker, former chairman of the Committee on 
Proprietary Goods, placed in nomination as chairman of that 
committee for the next year the present incumbent, John N. 
Carey, of Indianapolis. Mr. Kline, also formerly a chairman 
of this committee, seconded the nomination, both paying high 
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tribute to the excellence of the work which had been performed 
during the past year by Mr. Carey in this position. There be- 
ing no other nomination, Mr. Carey was unanimously re-elected 
and returned thanks to the members for the many flattering 
evidences of appreciation which had reached him during the 
past year. F. E. Holliday was elected vice-chairman without 
opposition. 
FOR THE MILES PLAN, WITH AN “ IF.” 


John N. Carey, of the Committee on Proprietary Goods, to 
which committee the address of Mr. Wooten had been referred, 
reported on behalf of that committee resolutions to the effect 
that when a majority of the retail druggists of the United 
States desire the inauguration of a direct contract and serial 
numbering plan that the National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation would heartily favor the introduction of such a plan, 
provided that the proprietors who adopted it would make some 
provision for the remuneration of the jobber for the extra ex- 
pense and time required of him in carrying out the plan, and 
providing that the details of each individual plan adopted by 
the proprietors should first be submitted to the approval of a 
joint committee of the N. A. R. -D. and N. W. D. A. 


MR. WOOTEN PROTESTS. 


In commenting on this resolution as offered, Mr. Wooten, 
speaning for the N. A. R. D., said that he regretted the presence 
of so many provisos in the resolutions. He had hoped and he 
knew that the retail druggists generally of the country had 
hoped that at this meeting the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association would unhesitatingly and unequivocally endorse 
the direct contract plan. He appreciated the fact that the 
resolution was intended as an indication of a friendly spirit 
on the part of the N. W. D. A., but the N. A. R. D. needed 
something more positive and which would be more helpful. He 
said that he would like to know what reason there was for the 
appearance in the resolution of a clause calling in question the 
fect that - large proportion of the retail druggists favor the 
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serial contract plan. The presence of this clause was wholly 
unnecessary in view of the known facts in the case as regards 
the contracts which had been signed by 34,000 retail druggists. 
Mr. Wooten had regretted the absence at the moment of his 
associates from the N. A. R. D., who, however, came in during 
the course of his remarks. 

M. N. Kline, of Philadelphia, responded to the criticisms of 
Mr. Wooten, going carefully over the details of the resolutions 
with a view to showing the necessity under which the N. W. 
D. A. lay for the exercise of the greatest caution. in undertak- 
ing the approval of plans of which they could not now have any 
cognizance. 

R. K. Smither, of Buffalo, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists, confessed his disappointment at the 
tone of the resolution. It would seem that the mountain had 
labored and brought forth a mouse. He had hoped that the 
history of the plan as put in operation by the Miles Medical 
Company was sufficiently well known and sufficiently convinc- 
ing evidence of the practicability of the plan. The resolutions 
seemed to Mr. Smither to contain too much verbiage. “ Boil 
it down,” said he, “and give the plan a frank and hearty en- 
dorsement.” He could not see how the jobber had anything to 
lose in the premises. 

A. D. Parker, of New Orleans, said that he regretted to note 
that Mr. Smither seemed to assume the existence of a certain 
antagonism. He hoped that this spirit would not prevail, and 
asked that the retailers give the association an opportunity te 
prove their willingness to co-operate with them. 


THE QUESTION ONE OF BUSINESS, NOT SENTIMENT. 


C. F. Shoemaker, of Philadelphia, after complimenting Mr. 
Kline on his admirable presentation of the views of the jobbers, 
said that there were one or two things still left which might well 
be given careful consideration in the matter. The members were 
asked to give their endorsement to the serial contract plan. 
This was a matter of business and not of sentiment, and the 
jobbers could certainly not be expected to adopt the plan unless 
they believed and believed strongly that its adoption would be 
for the best interests of all concerned.’ It had been stated in 
the resolution, and stated with perfect truth, that this associa- 
tion stood ready, and has always stood ready, to put into oper- 
ation any plan thought to be for the best interests of all con- 
cerned, but that is a question. Continuing, the speaker said: 
“It seems to me that because 34,000 retail druggists have signed 
the Miles’ contract it does not follow that they would sign a 
dozeh similar contracts covering other goods, nor have we had 
time to thoroughly demonstrate the practicability of the plan.” 
In the opinion of the speaker the proof of success of the plan 
was not yet evident. In one case that he had heard of in a 
town of some size an aggressive cutter still continued to sell 
Miles goods at 60 cents, the source of supply being concealed 
by the mutilation of the wrappers. Of course he did not mean 
to intimate that a single instance of this character was ade- 
quate argument, either for the adoption or the failure to adopt 
this plan, but he thought that similar conditions might possibly 
exist in other cities. He directed the attention of the retailers 
to the fact that the jobbers were really not the factors in this 
situation. It was the proprietors. He had been told that the 
proprietors were ready to adopt the serial numbering plan, but 
that in some occult manner they had been restrained from do- 
ing so through the influence, either tacit or expressed, of the 
N. W. D. A. He believed that the proprietors were amply able 
to determine this question for themselves and in no way de- 
pendent upon the influence of the jobbers. He expressly dis- 
claimed any desire to belittle the movement, but said that at 
its present stage an endorsement would seem to be rather a 
matter of sentiment than of business, whereas the matter was 
one in which business and not sentiment should prevail. 

George W. Lattimer, of Columbus, O., said that he had be- 
lieved firmly in the efficacy of the serial numbering plan, and 
that he still believed in it, though information which had 
reached him since arriving here had led him to doubt somewhat 
where he had previously been quite confident. It was possible 
that further information would still further weaken his confi- 
dence in the efficacy of the plan. Mr. Carey expressed his will- 
ingness to eliminate the clause referring to the adoption of a 
plan by the majority of retailers if this elimination would meet 
with approval. 


MR. WOOTEN GAINS A POINT. 


Mr. Wooten said that he had asked for some expression 
which would be helpful to the N. A. R. D. The insertion of se 
many provisos in the resolution virtually nullified its useful- 
ness in this direction. As regards the mutilation of the label so 
as to destroy the serial numbers, he said that this was a matter 
in which the proprietors could soon instruct the public, that 
they would insist upon receiving unmutilated packages. He 
expressed his regret that one of the speakers had referred to the 
plan as a mild plan, some of those who had objected to giving 
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the plan a fair trial had made an effort to convey the idea that 
the plan was an advertising scheme. This idea he wished to 
combat. The plan had been laid before several proprietors be- 
fore being adopted by the Miles Medical Company, and its 
adoption by that firm would not necessarily carry with it any ad- 
vertising value. He requested therefore that the resolutions be 
referred back to the Proprietary Committee, with instructions 
that they should confer with the N. A. R. D. on the matter. 
Upon motion of Mr. Carey the suggestion was adopted and the 
meeting adjourned. 


FIFTH SESSION. 


Thursday Morning. 

It was half-past ten on Thursday morning before the fifth 
session of the N. W. D. A. was called to order, although this 
was an hour after schedule time. After the minutes were read 
and approved the report of the Committee on Time and Place 
of Meeting was submitted by C. F. Weller, of Omaha, naming 
New Orleans as the place and the time the last week of Octo- 
ber or the first week of November, the exact date to be left to 
the discretion of the Local Committee on Arrangements. C. 
P. Walbridge, of St. Louis, moved to adopt the report of the 
committee, and took occasion to explain the fact that while 
he did this he wished to assure the members that the invita- 
tion which had been received to hold the meeting in St. Louis 
was by no means a perfunctory one, that St. Louis would have 
given the association a very hearty welcome indeed, and would 
bave shown them an exposition well worth their attention. 
Action on the report was deferred for two hours under the 
rules. 

The chairman appointed M. Cary Peter, of Louisville,; C. 
W. Snow, of Syracuse, and James W. Morrisson, of Chicago, a 
committee to prepare and submit resolutions of thanks to the 
local committee for their entertainment. 


ACTION ON COMMITTEE REPORTS. 


Lucien B. Hall, as chairman of the Board of Control, sub- 
mitted reports for the board on several committee reports, as 
on Adulteration, Relations with Local Associations, City and 
Interstate and Transportation, the report of the board be- 
ing adopted in each case with the exception of the report on 
relations with local associations, city and interestate. The 
Board of Control had recommended that the local associations 
be invited to send their secretaries to the meetings of the N. 
W. D. A., suggesting that the expenses of these secretaries be 
paid by each local association. Mr. Main, of New York, op- 
‘posed this suggestion as being out of the province of the N. 
W. D. A. While it was perfectly proper to invite the local 
associations to send their secretaries, Mr. Main thought that it 
would be in bad taste for the association to suggest that their 
expenses should be paid. Mr. Main’s motion to strike out this 
suggestion was carried, and the report in its amended form was 
adopted. In discussing this matter, George W. Lattimer, of 
Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the Committee on Local Associa- 
tions, said that there were several points in his report on 
which he entertained pronounced views, and which he wished 
to bring to the attention of the members, though he had been 
overruled in the Board of Control on this head. Among other 
things he desired that the chairman of this committee be al- 
lowed a sufficient sum to pay the services of a stenographer so 
as to be able to carry on the voluminous correspondence re- 
quired. 

The chairman of the Board of Control thought otherwise, 
however, considering that this work came well within the 
province of the secretary, who would, of course, carry on the 
work under the direction of the chairman of the committee. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


A supplementary report by the Committee on Membership 
Proposing the names of E. C. De Witt & Co., of Chicago, and 
the Van Stan’s Stratena Company, of Philadelphia, was read. 
and the rules being suspended they were at onee elected to as- 
sociate membership. 

The names of the members who had died during the past 
year were read, and the members were invited to make any 
femarks which they might desire to. Mr. Kline, of Phila- 
delphia, said he believed the members would hesitate to at- 
‘tempt to add anything to the feeling and able memorial notices 
which had already been prepared by the chairman of the com- 
mittee, and no further remarks were made. 


PLEDGES OF SUPPORT TO RETAILERS. 


Mr. Cary, chairman of the Proprietary Committee, reported 
that his committee had had a joint meeting with the delegates 
of the N. A. R. D., and that as a result a series of resolutions 
had been drawn up, which he submitted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation, in annual convention met September, 1903, 


pledges its members now, as heretofore, to co-operate to 
the fullest extent with the retail druggists in the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of any protective plan that is 
feasible, legal and equitable for the betterment of. their 
condition. 

Resolved, That this association hereby approves of a 
direct contract and serial numbering plan of marketing 
proprietaries, and pledges its co-operation wtih the other 
branches of the trade in putting such plan into more gen- 
eral operation ; 

Provided, That the proprietor or proprietors adopting 
the same will compensate the wholesale druggists for any 
additional labor involved in carrying it out; and 

Provided, That the details of such a plan meet with 
the approval of a sub-committee of five to be appointed 
by the chairman of our Committee on Proprietary Goods, 
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of which he shall be chairmay, which sub-committee is 
hereby authorized to consult with any proprietor or pro- 
prietors who adopt such a plan and with a similar com- 
mittee selected from the Executive Committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists. 

We will not favor the promulgation of such a contract 
by any proprietor until such joint committee shall have 
agreed upon the terms of the same. 


IMPORTANCE OF THE RESOLUTION. 


In seconding the motion to adopt these resolutions, M. N. 
Kline said he wished to accentuate the importance of this step. 
He wished to deprecate very much the circulation of reports 
which had been sent out during the year, to the effect that the 
jobbers were trying to “put up a job” on the retailers in the 
working of the tripartite plan. These reports were unfounded 
and unjust. Mr. Kline said he had been particularly struck 
with an interview published in N. A. R. D. Notes, and attributed 
it to a conservative Eastern man, reflecting upon the good faith 
of the jobbers. The editor of Notes had wisely expressed his 
own disbelief in the condition said in the interview to exist. 

Mr. Kline said that he had stood in intimate relations with al] 
three branches of the trade for a great many years, and he 
believed that there were a great many retailers who would say 
one thing and do another, some. jobbers who would say one 
thing and do another, and some proprietors who would say 
one thing and do another; but it was unjust to asperse the 
entire membership of any one branch of the trade for the sins 
of a few of its members. He regretted the growing tendency in 
the direction of “buying clubs,’ which tendency he thought 
wholly incompatible with the spirit of the tripartite plan under 











ctivlinneaectendmenaeeiee 











152 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


which each branch of the trade was to respect the rights and 
privileges of the other. He believed that the direct contract pian 
would receive the active, honest and earnest support of the job- 
bing druggists. 

Former President Walbridge also seconded the motion to 
adopt the resolutions, which were adopted without opposition. 


WHERE THE TRIPARTITE PLAN 18 WEAK. 


Thomas V. Wooten, secretary of the N. A. R. D., said he de- 
sired to make a statement regarding the remarks of Mr. Kline, 
not in the way of an answer, but merely as a declaration. 
He said that the failure of the tripartite plan was largely re- 
sponsible for the growth of the buying club idea, but that if 
his hearers would actively assist the retailers to make a suc- 
cess of the tripartite plan the buying club idea would soon be- 
come obsolete. One of the weaknesses of the tripartite plan 
was the difficulty of obtaining information as to the sources of 
the supplies of cutters. The N. A. R. D. had not the means to 
pay detective bureaus, and it had not received the support at 
the hands of the wholesalers which they might have been ac- 
corded in its efforts to secure this information. In one case he 
had written to a jobber whom he knew to have the desired in- 
formation, asking him expressly to be put in the way of ob- 
taining the information independently of the jobber himself, 
but this appeal for assistance was met with a flat refusal. 
Certainly the failure of the tripartite plan was not due to any 
lack of effort on the part of the N. A. R. D. 


A VETERAN’S VIEWS. 


Henry W. Canning, of Boston, also spoke on this subject, 
giving the results of 20 years’ experience. He congratulated 
the N. A. R. D. and the retail druggists of the country gen- 
erally that they had had on the floor a man capable of pre- 
senting in such a modest, forceful and able manner their plea 
for the co-operation of the jobbers. It was an interesting and, 
he thought, a hopeful coincidence that it was in Boston 20 
years ago that the first movement in the retail trade looking 
toward an improvement in price conditions had begun. The 
present movement, he thought, was based on more practical 
lines, and he had every hope of its ultimate and complete suc- 
cess. 

ACKOWLEDGMENTS BY MR. SMITHER. 


R. K. Smither, president of the N. A. R. D., returned thanks 
on behalf of that association for the courtesies extended and 
for the cordial expressions of hearty good will which had ema- 
nated from the jobbers in the course of the discussion. He said 
that as a result of their action the delegates would go to Wash- 
ington next month with a feeling that they had behind them 
the cordial support of the entire jobbing trade. 
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Mr. Hover, president of the N. W. D. A., returned thanks 
to Mr. Smither and his associates on behalf of the association 
for the uniform courtesy, fairness and clearness with which 
their claims had been presented. 

A further supplementary report by the Committee on Mem- 
bership was presented, recommending for election as an asso- 
ciate member W. Howard Ogborn, of Cincinnati. The rules 
being suspended, Mr. Ogborn was forthwith elected. 

M. N. Kline, chairman of the Committee on Suits, said that 
when the association had passed a vote of thanks to him as 
chairman of the Committee on Suits he had felt that the 
thanks had really been due, not to him, but to the able counsel 
upon whose advice the committee had acted, and he took the 
pleasure in introducing to the members H. Le Bar Jayne, of 
Philadelphia, who for the past seven years had acted as the 
counsel for the committee in the Park suit. 


THE PABK SYSTEM OF BOSTON AND THE N. W. D. A.’S OWN 
SPECIAL “ PARK SYSTEM.” 


Mr. Jayne said that as he came up on the cars he had heard 
some one say that the N. W. D. A. were inspecting the park 
system of Boston, and he had felt like informing the speaker 
that the N. W. D. A. had a Park system of its own, with more 
intricate ramifications, more tortuous windings, and more dark 
corners than were found throughout any part of the park 
system of Boston. 

At the close of Mr. Jayne’s remarks the report of the com- 
mittee on time and place of meeting was taken up and the re- 
port adopted. 

The chairman then announced that the hour had arrived 
for taking action on the report of the Nominating Committee, 
and the report of this committee being read, the secretary was 
instructed by a rising vote to cast a single ballot for the entire 
list of officers nominated. The names of the officers are as 
follows: President, C. F. Shoemaker, Philadelphia; first vice- 
president, M. Cary Peter, Louisville; second vice-president, 
Fred. L. Carter, Boston; third vice-president, C. F. Michaels, 
San Francisco; fourth vice-president, James S. Morrisson, Chi- 
cago; fifth vice-president, A. D. Parker, New Orleans; secre- 
tary, J. E. Toms, Indianapolis; treasurer, S. E. Strong, Cleve- 
land; chairman Board of Control, Lucien P. Hall, Cleveland. 

C. F. Shoemaker, the newly elected president, being called 
upon, expressed his appreciation of the compliment conveyed by 
his election, and said that he felt that this election was-in the 
nature of a reward for services rendered, and as such a reward 
he thoroughly appreciated the honor. There being no further 
business the session adjourned to convene again at 10 o’clock 
Saturday. 


Proceedings of the Proprietary Association 


PROCEEDINGS IN DETAIL. 


First Session: 

At 10.30 on Tuesday morning, September 8, the twenty-first 
annual meeting of the Proprietary Association was called to 
order in the Hotel Somerset by the president, H. B. Harding, of 
New York. The reading of the minutes and the roll call having 
been dispensed with, the secretary reported the presence of 
delegates from various allied organizations, and in response to 
the invitation of the president, C. F. Shoemaker, of Philadel- 
phia, addressed the members as a delegate from the N. W. D. 
A., assuring the members of the pleasure felt by his organiza- 
tion in again having the Proprietary Association holding coin- 
cident meetings. Mr. Shoemaker was responded to by J. R. 
Katherns, on behalf of the proprietors. 


GREETINGS FROM THE N. A. RB. D. 


Robert K. Smither, of Buffalo, on behalf of the National As- 
sociation of Retail Druggists, spoke, conveying the greeting of 
40,000 retailers, all of whom had their eyes upon this meeting 
and awaited with anxiety its outcome. 

He said that he believed, and his constituents believed, that 
the retail druggist was the natural distributing agent for the 
good of the proprietor, and the retailers looked to the pro- 
prietors for an improvement in existing trade conditions. The 
N. A. R. D. had administered wisely and in a conservative man- 
ner the power entrusted to it, and had held back the retailer 
when he asked for more than was just or expedient. He be- 
lieved it possible for the proprietors to govern absolutely the 


retail price of their goods, and he thought that the retailers 
generally believed that the time had come when this power 
should be exercised. He also invited the proprietors to send 
delegates to attend the convention to be held by the N. A. R. D. 
in Washington next month. 


PROPRIETORS ACKNOWLEDGE N. A. R. D. BENEFITS. 


Dr. V. Mott Pierce spoke feelingly in response of the good 
which had been accomplished through the work of the N. A. R. 
D. He had himself observed the improved conditions in his 
own city of Buffalo, and he had heard many favorable reports 
from various sections of the country testifying to the improve 
rey ar had followed the advent of the organizers of the N. 

MR. SMITHER’S PICKWICKIAN REFERENCE. 


Mr. Smither, in commenting on Dr. Pierce’s remarks, said 
that he wished to make it perfectly clear that the humorous 
remarks made by him in the N. W. D. A. session concerning 
Dr. Pierce and the work of the proprietors was to be taken 
wholely in a Pickwickian sense, since he was personally cogni- 
zant of the hearty good will and the substantial support given 
to the N. A. R. D. by Dr. Pierce. 

Clarence G. Stone reported on behalf of the Committee oD 
Entertainments that the local members had co-operated most 
cordially in the work of this committee and stood ready to give 
the fullest share of the programme to the Proprietary Associa- 
tion. 

Joseph R. Katherns, chairman of the Committee on Met- 
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bership, submitted the following applications for memebrship, 
which were duly posted for future action: 


Members Proposed. 


Cranitonic Hair Food Company, New York, N. Y., Crani- 
tonic Hair Food; F. F. Ingram & Co., Detroit, Mich., Milkweed 
Cream, etc.; Pepsin Syrup Company, Monticello, Ill., Dr. Cald- 
well’s Syrup Pepsin; Wilbur F. Young, Springfield, Mass., Ab- 
sorbine, etc. 

Dr. Pierce made a verbal report on behalf of the delegates 
to attend the various pharmaceutical meetings. 

The report of the secretary was then submitted by Joseph 
Leeming, of New York. Six members had been lost during the 
year by resignations, the present roll of members numbering 
152. 


The report was adopted as read. 
The report of the Committee on 


Trade Interests 


was read by the secretary, in the absence of the chairman, A. 
M. Hance, of Philadelphia. The report went at some length 
into the department store question and took up one phase of 
this, which is both new and objectionable—namely, the ad- 
vertisements of the department stores, giving the names of the 
manufacturers from whom they purchase, as guarantees of the 
quality of the goods sold. The chairman spoke with pleasure 
of the evident decrease in the disposition to substitute, and he 
also referred to the decline in the custom of publishing substi- 
tute formulas in the various drug journals. The report was 
adopted as read. 


REPORT ON DECEASED MEMBERS. 


The report of the Committee on Memorials of Deceased 
Members was made by Brent Good, chairman. Since the last 
annual meeting of the association, held in New York, six mem- 
bers had passed away and the committee recorded their deep 
sense of the loss incurred in the demise of these members. The 
report stated that among the names were those who had gained 
not only a warm place in the hearts of the individual members 
of the association, but the organization itself was indebted to 
them for faithful devotion to its interests. The names of the 
deceased members were given as follows: Horace M. Sharp, 
manager of Dr. D. Jayne & Son, Philadelphia; Mahlon K. 
Smith, president of the Smith, Kline & French Co., Philadel- 
phia; Theodore Rickey Hostetter, vice-president of the Hos- 
tetter Company, Pittsburgh; Charles A. Smiley, president of the 
National Licorice Company, Brooklyn ; Louis Yakel, of the Koh- 
ler Medicine Company, Baltimore, and Henry C. Hebbard, sec- 
retary of the Carter Medicine Company, N. Y. 

M. N. Kline, of Philadelphia, submitted the report of the 
Committee on Fraternal Relations, showing the growing ten- 
dency toward active co-operation between the various branches 
of the drug trade. 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 


The following members were named by acclamation from 
the floor as members of the Nominating Committee: F. W. 
Schumacher, Columbus, Ohio; V. Mott Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
Joseph R. Kathrens, Milwaukee, Wis.; J. T. Wetherald, Lynn, 
Mass., and E. C. De Witt, Chicago, Il. 

The first session of the Proprietary Association was then 
adjourned. 


SECOND SESSION. 


Wednesday Morning. 

The second session of the Proprietary Association was tech- 
nically an executive session, though much of the matter was 
of a character concerning which no special secrecy was ob- 
served. The most interesting feature of the session was the 
able, bright and original report of Dr. Stowell, chairman of 
the Committee on Advertising. This report dealt with matters 
which were considered of a confidential character, and will not, 
therefore, be made public. It showed an intimate insight into 
the advertising conditions throughout the United States and 
was full of valuable suggestions. 

The opening business of the meeting was the presentation 
and consideration of the report of the treasurer, C. W. Grif- 
fith, which was referred to an auditing committee composed 
of Messrs. Chamberlain, Kennedy and Beardsley. 

The next business was the consideration of the report of 
the Committee on Legislation, which was presented by the 
chairman, D. 8S. Chamberlain, Des Moines. 

The secretary announced that F. BE. Holliday, the vice- 
chairman of the Proprietary Committee of the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association, would be pleased to present a 
report on certain irregularities existing in the trade in Boston 
and Los Angeles which he had aided in arranging. Mr. Holli- 
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day was invited to come in, and made an interesting verbal 
report answering questions from several members touching 
conditions in certain particular cases. 

A verbal report was made by Geo. A. Newman, of Louis- 
ville, for the Committee on Trade-marks. 

A resolution was adopted requesting the N. W. D. A. to 
adopt resoluttions regarding the Van Stan’s Stratena case 
similar to those adopted at the last meeting regarding the case 
of the Horlick’s Milk Food Company, in which the sympathy 
and moral support of the wholesale trade had been pledged 
to the original proprietors as against the manufacturers of an 
article bearing a similar trade name. 

The report of Dr. Charles H. Stowell, of the J. C. Ayer Com- 
pany, on advertising was presented and proved unusually valu- 
able and interesting, dealing as it did with the subject in a 
manner which showed an intimate knowledge of all the details 
of the work. 

The Committee on Membership, through Chairman Kath- 
rens, presented two aauitional applications for membership, 
that of the Derm Aseptic Company and of the Mellins Food 
Company, the latter application being for reinstatement and 
being greeted with vigorous applause. 

A. H. Beardsley, of Elkhart, Ind., then submitted a brief 
report as chairman of the Committee on Transportation. 

The report of the Committee on Infringements and Simula- 
tions of Trade-marks was read by the secretary, the chairman 
of the committee, Harry H. Good, being unable to attend the 
meeting on account of illness. Several cases were mentioned 
at some length, among others being that of the Van Stan’s 
Stratena. The committee recommended that the moral support 
of the association be pledged to the original proprietors, who 
had failed on a technicality, and a resolution pledging the sup- 
port of the association was adopted. 

Dr. V. B. Mott Pierce made a report as a delegate to the 
concurrent meeting of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation, speaking of the cordial reception which had been ac- 
corded him and the evident pleasure of the wholesalers in 
again having the proprietors meet with them. 

C. W. Griffith presented the last volume of the Proceedings 
as the report by the Committee on Publication, and was con- 
gratulated by the members upon the excellent manner in which 
the publication had been presented. 


THE SITUATION IN CANADA. 


Thomas L. Leeming, chairman of the delegates to attend this 
year’s meeting of the Proprietary Articles Trade Association of 
Canada, announced that this association had held no meeting 
during the year. He had, however, been kept apprised of the 
situation in Canada by his Montreal partner, Henry Miles, of 
Leeming, Miles & Co., the president of the Proprietary Articles 
Trade Association of Canada. He said that the legislation at 
Ottawa and in the several provinces of Canada was constantly 
watched by men on the spot. Several menaces to members of 
the association had been averted by personal influence. 

Mr. Leeming called attention to a matter which the Cana- 
dian association will shortly be called upon to take up. A price 
restrictive plan has been adopted by some proprietors at the 
instance of the retail association At Toronto, but the Canadian 
association, he said, had not yet pronounced upon the plan. Mr. 
Leeming deemed ft advisable for all manufacturers of pro- 
prietary articles doing business in Canada and located in the 
United States to affiliate with the Canadian association, be- 
cause it could not be known in advance at what moment they 
might be called upon to join hands and fight for their interests. 

A letter of greeting from the president of the Proprietary 
Articles Trade Association of Canada to the president of the 
Proprietary Association of America was submitted by Mr. Leem- 
ing. 

The twenty-four hours posting required for applications for 
membership was waived in the case of the two applications re- 
ported at this morning’s sessions. The applicants were elected 
to membership as follows: The Cranitonic Hair Food Company, 
of New York; Pepsin Syrup Company, of Monticello, Ill.; Rob- 
ert F. Young, Springfield, Mass., and Mellins’ Food Company, 
of Boston. 

The application of F. F. Ingram & Co., Detroit, and of the 
Derm Aseptic Company, of Chicago, were referred back to the 
Committee on Membership for further information. 

Mr. Wetherald, chairman of the Committee on Nominatons, 
reported for that committee. Mr. Griffith, whose name was 
mentioned for re-election, declined re-election on the ground of 
conflicting duties, and Harry H. Good, New York, was substi- 
tuted. The list of nominations, as amended, reads as follows: 

President, D. 8S. Chamberlain, Des Moines, Ia.; first vice- 
president, William H. Gove, Lynn, Mass.; second vice-president, 
F. W. Schumacher, Columbus, Ohio; secretary, Joseph Leem- 
ing, New York; treasurer, Harry H. Good, New York; BExecu- 
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tive Committee, Herbert B. Harding, New York; Dr. V. Mott 
Pierce, Buffalo; A. H. Beardsley, Elkhart, Ind.; George A. 
Newman, Louisville, Ky.; Dr. Charles H. Stowell, Lowell, 
Mass.; W. A. Talbot, Warren, Pa. 

There being no conflicting nominations the secretary was in- 
structed to cast a ballot for the nominees, which was done, and 
they were formally declared elected. 

In response to calls the newly elected president, Mr. Cham- 
berlain, made a brief acknowledgment of the compliment of 
election to this office. He said that he hoped that there would 
be but little to do during his administration, but whatever there 
was to do would be done to the best of his ability. He rather 
expected that the year would be an active one in legislative 
matters, and he expected the active co-operation of the mem- 
bers of the association should he be compelled to call upon them 
at any time. 

Vice-president F. W. Schumacher also made a brief address 
acknowledging the honor conferred by his election. Mr. Leem- 
ing, the secretary, said that since he had been re-elected against 
his will he would inflict upon the audience the same speech with 
which he had made acknowledgment the previous year. 

The officers having been duly installed, the convention ad- 
journed, subject to the call of the chair. 





Entertainment Features. 


The Committee on Arrangements and Entertainments pro- 
vided a programme which was sufficient to keep the members 
and the ladies in attendance busily engaged throughout the en- 
tire week. On Monday morning such of the visitors as had 
arrived inspected the grounds and buildings of Harvard Uni- 
versity under the leadership of student guides provided by the 
committee. On Monday evening the ladies of the reception 
committee served tea in the drawing-rooms of the Hotel Somer- 
set. The function was a charming one, serving as a means of 
introducing to each other the visiting ladies. 

On Tuesday the ladies took a trolley ride through the 
suburbs of Boston, Charlestown, Cambridge and Brookline. On 
Tuesday evening the president’s reception was held in the 
main ball room of the hotel, and was one of the most brilliant 
affairs in the history of the association. President and Mrs. 
Hover, of the N. W. D. A., President and Mrs. Harding, of the 
Proprietary Association, received, being assisted by the fol- 
lowing ex-presidents and their wives, Mr. and Mrs. M. N. 
Kline and Thomas F. Main, Thomas F. Doliver, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. J. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. F. Weller and Dr. and Mrs. 
V. Mott Pierce. 

The floor arrangements were in charge of Clarence W. Fox, 
of the Local Committee, the introductions being made by ush- 
ers selected by him from the members of the association who 
have a wide acquaintance. The reception was followed by 
dancing. 

On Wednesday the ladies were taken on a day’s trip to the 
North Shore by special train to Montserrat Station, whence 
a drive was taken to Pride’s Crossing, Beverly Farms, Man- 
chester, and Magnolia. Wednesday was devoted to a the- 
atre party, the entire body of the Hollis Street Theatre being 
taken for the 385 members and delegates. The play presented 
was “ Soldiers of Fortune,” with Robert B¥eson in the leading 
role. On Thursday afternoon the entire party took a carrage 
drive throughout the boulevards and park system, and on Fri- 
day evening a banquet for the men was served in the large ball 
room of the Somerset, the ladies being given a dinner and en- 
tertainment in the small ball room. 

The entire day Friday was devoted to an outing, the morn- 
ing being spent on the estate of Dreamwold, the country home 
of Thomas W. Lawson. This estate is one of the most beauti- 
ful and most elaborately equipped country homes in America, 
and the visitors were shown every possible courtesy and atten- 
tion. From Dreamwold the party drove over the Jerusalem road 
to the head of Nantasket Beach, where luncheon was served at 
the Atlantic House, the party returning by steamer in the after- 
noon. 

THE INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS, 


with the customary speechmaking which accompanies this 
ceremony, took place on Friday evening. Saturday was devoted 
to independent trips by small parties té various points of his- 
toric interest in the vicinity of Boston, and by visits to Harvard 
by those who did not arrive in time to visit the university on 
Saturday. 

The Committee of Arrangements and Entertainment left 
nothing undone which it was possible to do to enhance the 
pleasure of the members during their stay, and the weather 
fortunately was ideal in its character, so that all carried away 
from Boston « most delightful impression of its people, of its 
buildings and of its hospitality. 
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Patent Medicines in Germany. 


In a report dated Frankfort, July 31, 1903, United States 
Consul-General Richard Guenther quotes the Vossiche Zeitung, 
of Berlin, which says that the Federal Council (Bundesrath) has 
agreed upon minimum regulations for the traffic in secret rem- 
edies (proprietary or so-called patent medicines), and will re- 
quest the confederated German Governments, to have them go 
into effect at the beginning of next year, provided the several 
States have not already more severe regulations, in which case 
these shall continue. 

The Federal Council has made the following two lists of 
secret remedies: 


List A.—Eagle fluid, amarol, American coughing cure (Lutze), 
antiarthrine and its preparations, Duflot’s antigout wine, antemelline, 
Said’s antirheumaticum, antitussine, Schiffmann’s asthma powder, 
Zematone asthma powder and asthma cigarettes, White’s eyewater, 
Schuetze’s skin ointment, Bilfinger’s balsam, Lampert’s balsam, Spran- 
ger’s balsam, Thierry’s balsam, Konetzki’s tapeworm remedy, Bohnert’s 
Indian cure for sore legs, Hohl’s blood-purifying powder, Wilhelm’s 
blood-purifying tea, Lampert’s croup liniment, Battle & Company's 
bromidia, Tanzer’s balsam for hernia, hernia ointment of Valtenberg’s 
tage bureau, Ayer’s cathartic pills, Djorat Bauer’s corpuline, 
tlixir Godineau, Elliman’s Embrocation, Omanter remedies, Cassa- 
rini’s powder, Hess’s eucalyptus remedy, Mountain Tea, Schmidt's 
hearing oil. Lueck’s herb honey, gout and rheumatism liquor, glandu- 
lene, Lindner’s glycosolvole, Spranger’s Heol ointment, Jacobi’s rem- 
edial draughts, especially his King’s draught, Homeriana, Injection 
Brou, Injection au matico, Locher’s kalosine, Weidemann’s Knoeterich 
tea, Richter’s Congo pills, Lueck’s herb tea, Ulrich’s herb wine, Altona 
crown essence, Fernet’s essence of life, Liqueur du Docteur Laville, 
Richter’s loca pills, Tacht’s stomach pills, Brady’s stomach pills. 
Spranger’s stomach drops, Mother Spiegel’s pills and sirup, Dressel’s 
nerve fluid, Lieber’s nerve force elixir, Pastor age De nerve strength- 
ener, orffine, ag expeller, Bock’s pectoral, Indian pills, Morison’s pills, 
Redlinger’s pills, Pilules du Docteur Lavillie, Marienbad reducing pills, 
Lieboult’s regenerator, Remedy Alberts Sanharo Salvol. Warner's Safe 
remedies, Sanjana preparations, Ayer’s sarsaparilla, Richter’s sarsa- 
parilla, Weissmann’s water, Brandt’s Swiss pills, Pagliano’s sirup, 
spermatol, Lueck’s special tea, Richter’s stomakal, Tarolin capsules, 
tuberkeltos, Barella’s universal stomach powder, Vino Mariani, Vul- 
neral cream, Dick’s licensed wound salve, Lah’s Zamba capsules. 

Iist B.—Locher’s antineon, Reichel’s vegetable eye balsam, Noort- 
—- diptheria remedy, Count Mattei’s remedy, Sautar’s Geneva Star 
remedy. 


These lists may be increased by the Federal Council. 

For the regulation of the sale of these remedies the follow- 
ing rules are prescribed: 

The vessels and the wrappers in which these remedies are 
sold must contain the name of the remedy and the name of the 
manufacturer ; also the name of the firm where the same is sold 
and the price. These rules do not apply to the wholesale trade. 

It is prohibited to have testimonials, advertisements, etc., 
appear upon the vessels or the wrappers, or to hand such mat- 
ter to the purchaser separately or in any other manner. 

The druggist is obliged to ascertain to what extent the rules 
relative to the sale of drastic remedies apply to the article sold. 

The secret remedies (contained in both lists) about which 
the druggists cannot ascertain whether their composition is such 
as to permit the sale without a physician’s prescription can only 
be sold upon a written prescription, dated and signed by a 
physician, dentist, or veterinary surgeon; in the latter case, 
however, only if the remedy is intended for animals. A repeti- 
tion of the sale requires a new prescription. Remedies which 
can only be sold on prescriptions must bear the inscription on 
the vessels or the wrappers—viz.: “To dispense on physician’s 
prescription only.” 

In the Kingdom of Prussia steps have been taken for regu- 
lating the sale of secret remedies in conformity with the reso- 
lutions of the Federal Council, and the first presidents of the 
several provinces have been instructed, after the Provincial 
Council has agreed to it, to issue police rules whereby public 
advertising of the secret remedies contained in lists A and B is 
prohibited after January 1, 1904. 

The Government presidents of the provinces have been in- 
structed to make all those concerned acquainted with the new 
regulations. 





British Trade with Russia. 


“There is,” says the British Consul at St. Petersburg, “a 
steady and growing demand for foreign perfumery in spite of 
heavy duties and progress of the native industry, and British 
pertumery is held in the highest esteem. Native perfumery 
also shows considerable progress. The business in drugs, chem- 
icals and perfumery is mostly in the hands of Germans, and 
as nearly every chemist’s assistant knows German, most of the 
orders go to that country. Optical and physical instruments 
and appliances of British make should find a large sale in Rus- 
sia, seeing the good business done in this branch by French and 
German makers. There is only one firm in St. Petersburg 
which deals in dental instruments and appliances of British 
make.” 
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AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
VERMONT PHARMACISTS MEET. 


Annual Convention of the State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation at Burlington a Great Success—Many New 
Members Elected and Important Business Transacted. 


(Specially reported for the American Druggist.) 


Burlington, Vt., Sept. 11.—The tenth annual meeting of 
the Vermont State Pharmaceutical Association was held in 
this city September 2 and 3, and was the most successful in the 
history of the association. The sessions were held at the Y. M. 
C. A. Hall. The business of the meeting was largely trans- 
acted on Wednesday, Thursday being given over to pleasure. 
The gathering was called to order by the president, W. F. Root, 
who introduced Mayor Burke. The latter greeted the members 
of the association with a few happy remarks and extended to 
them the freedom of the city. H. C. Pierce responded for the 
association, thanking the Mayor for his welcome and remark- 
ing that the members would endeavor to accept of the hos- 
pitality offered. 

The first business of the meeting was the election of new 
members. A list of 68 applicants for membership was read 
by Secretary W. E. Terrill, of Montpelier, and after the usual 
procedure they were all elected. Dr. M. J. Wiltse, director of 
the State Laboratory of Hygiene; Dr. B. H. Stone, bacteri- 
ologist at the State Laboratory, and Dr. D. C. Hawley, of this 
city, were elected honorary members. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


was the next thing on the programme, and Mr. Root spoke in 
part as follows: 

“Conditions vary so much in different localities that the 
tactics employed in one part of the State or county would be 
wholly out of order in another. The customs and environments 
of physicians differ so materially that they demand more at- 
tention and more hours in some towns than in others, and 
while it may be possible for us to educate our patrons to our 
ways and our conveniences to a certain extent, we must bring 
about the reformation with a great deal of discretion, or we 
may find ourselves endowed with the reputation of the bull 
that attempted to stop the express train—namely, ‘ Wonderful 
courage, mighty poor judgment.’ There are many drug stores 
‘in each community, and competition is so sharp that we reach 
out eagerly for the side line that looks like a few dollars profit, 
and until we can bring about a change greater than has been 
wrought yet, we must continue to dabble in side lines. How- 
ever, they are a perfectly honorable part of our business and 
go a long way toward the support of our families. There is 
one way, and only one, in which we can permanently improve 
our business conditions and professional standing, and that lies 
in the higher education of the pharmacist enforced by law. 
It may be a deplorable fact, but nevertheless it is laws that 
make good citizens, and it is pharmacy laws that make good 
pharmacists. We need laws that shall require that students 
present to the college of pharmacy a high school diploma and 
to the State board of pharmacy a diploma from the pharma- 
ceutical college. Let us individually and as an association 
put ourselves on record as advocates of higher education in 
pharmacy; let us do this for the elevation of our profession 
and for trade interests as well. Therefore I charge you, gentle- 
men, stand by your association. ‘In union there is strength.’ 
We little know when the time may come when we shall need 
each other; we hope it is a long way off, and until some critical 
time shall come to the drug business of our State let us meet 
annually and extend the hand of friendship, let us become bet- 
ter acquainted, let us form ties that will make misfortunes 
of any locality a universal regret. We are to consider this 
year as we have in years before the advisability of joining 
and consequently paying assessments in the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists. We have with us a delegate from 
this body, and I heartily recommend that this gentleman be 
given ampl> time to explain the workings of the N. A. R. D. 


ASSOCIATION IN GOOD CIRCUMSTANCES. 

The reports of the secretary “nd treasurer showed the asso- 
ciation to be in a prosperous condition, both financially and in 
point of membership. 

NEW OFFICERS. 

The afternoon session was devoted to the election of officers, 
which resulted as follows: 

President, BE. C. Pierce, of Barton; vice-presidents, F. Henry 
Parker, of Burlington; D. R. Drown, of Barre; C. 8. Wilson, 
of White River Junction; secretary, W. E. Terrill, of Mont- 
pelier; treasurer, G. L. Harwood, of Chester; trustees of per- 
manent fund, F. W. Pierce, of Chester; W. E. Root, of Brattle- 
boro; Z. D. Hopkins, of Brandon. 
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W. E. Terrill was elected delegate to represent the Vermont 
Association at the meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association. At the close of the afternoon session the members 
—— association, accompanied by ladies, visited Fort Ethan 
Allen. 

The evening session was devoted to addresses by Dr. D. C. 
Hawley, of Burlington; v. H. Dow, of Portland, Me.; H. J. 
Dane, of Northfield, and Z. B. Hopkins, of Brattleboro. 


DOCTOR ADDRESSES DRUGGISTS. 
Dr. Hawley spoke in part as follows: 
THE BENEFITS OF THE PHARMACY LAWS. 


“TI wish in the first place to congratulate you upon your 
organization and upon the fact that you have as a result of 
your efforts secured a State pharmacy law which is of much 
value to yourselves and the people in general. The importance 
of the movement toward the better education of pharmacists 
and of the setting of a standard of qualifications cannot be 
overestimated. The time was when people believed they had 
an inborn right to purchase their drug supplies and to secure 
medical attendance where they pleased and of whom they pre- 
ferred. But, happily through your efforts and that of the 
medical profession, they nave been brought to see the fallacy 
of this position and by proper laws to set a standard of require- 
ments which insures that the prescribing and dispensing of 
drugs shall be placed in the hands only of persons properly 
and legally qualified. The State wisely has undertaken the 
control of popular education, and to-day the health of the peo- 
ple, or the public health, is becoming one of the first subjects 
of governmental concern. 


THE VALUE OF ORGANIZATION, 


“In nearly every department of activity, organization is the 
order of the day. Such organization is for the purposes of 
mutual improvement and betterment, and for the advancement 
of the common interests of those engaged in like pursuits, 
whether of a professional or business nature. Organization 
is no doubt primarily founded in selfish interests, but when it 
is established and conducted in an intelligent spirit of fair- 
ness, the good of the few in the majority of cases eventuates 
in the greater good to the greater number. In other words, 
organization under proper restraints results in improvement in 
methods, elevation of standards and increased general utility, 
whether it be among the professional, business or labor classes. 

“ Organization in your profession cannot but result in im- 
proved conditions for yourselves, both as regards professional 
qualifications and business methods, while it is of unquestion- 
able value to the public by insuring the quality of service it is 
to receive. 

A SUGGESTED FIELD OF ACTIVITY. 


“In the handling and dispensing of drugs the grade of the 
materials used should be the best and the quality of the service 
rendered the most skillful. This the public has a right to de- 
mand, and if it does not secure it, the fault is all its own in 
not making and enforcing proper laws. Your association and 
many of its members individually have been first and foremost 
in procuring State legislation looking to improvement along 
the lines I have indicated. Permit me to suggest that there 
is still opportunity for further activity and work ahead for 
your Committee on Legislation. 


NEED OF AN ANTI-NARCOTIC LAW.. 

“You could render to your fellow-men in the State of Ver- 
mont no greater service than to secure at an early date the 
passage of a legislative enactment prohibiting the sale, except 
upon a physician’s written prescription, of opium, morphine, 
cocaine and other narcotic and poisonous drugs. Further, a 
pure food and drug law is a public need, and I wish that your 
association might put its hand to the plow and never look 
back until the same were engrossed among our legislative acts. 


THE MUTUAL INTERESTS OF MEDICINE AND PHARMACY. 


“The interests of the medical profession and of the pro- 
fession of pharmacy are necessarily closely related, and it is 
of vital importance that harmony and a mutual understanding 
of conditions exist. While many changes have taken place 
in the past few years and new conditions have arisen which 
to a considerable extent have decreased the dependence of the 
one upon the other, at the same time pharmacy must continue 
to be the handmaid of medicine. : 


TOO MUCH DEPENDENCE OFTENTIMES PLACED UPON DRUGS. 


“ However wise the physician may become in prescribing 
for diseased conditions and likewise skillful the pharmacist 
in compounding and dispensing remedies, a grave error is often 
committed in depending too exclusively upon the administra- 
tion of drugs for the prevention and cure of disease. 
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“You are no doubt aware of the fact that there are at best 
hardly a half dozen drugs which can be set down as specifics. 
There are likewise few diseases indeed which the physician 
with the aid of the pharmacist’s skill is able to cure. The 
tendency of the times is, I believe, toward a much too free 
use of drugs and the paying of too little attention to more 
rational methods in combating disease. It is a fact probably 
known to all of you that measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria, 
typhoid fever, tuberculosis, and a large number of other dis- 
eases are preventable anu that, once established, they run a 
specific course. The great desideratum is therefore prevention. 
The course and virulence of diphtheria is mitigated and many 
hundreds of lives have been saved by antitoxin. Typhoid fever 
runs a well defined course, the severity of which may no doubt 
be lessened by proper treatment in which drugs play a very 
unimportant réle. 

“We now know that the great white plague, tuberculosis, 
may be cured in its early stages, but the least important part 
of the treatment is drug administration. Fresh air, a clean 
and healthy diet, and the prevention of further infection, and 
not drugs, are the key to success in the cure of tubercu- 
ia 
“ While the relations of the physician and pharmacist have 
materially changed during the past years, the latter fills, as 
always, an important position. Although the old condition of 
the pharmacist serving principally as the compounder of the 
physician’s prescriptions may not again attain, still the phar- 
macist will continue an all important factor in the scientific 
compounding and dispensing of drugs. 


BENEFITS OF ASSOCIATION WORK. 


“ Gentlemen, I thank you for your attention. I trust your 
deliberations may be both pleasant and profitable, and that 
your association may grow in numbers and influence. Every 
pharmacist in the State owes it to himself and to the com- 
munity in which he resides to seek affiliation with the asso- 
ciation, and the association should see to it that its meetings 
and its work are so profitable that none can afford to remain 
outside. 

“While the scientific work of the association is of much 
importance, its social advantages should not be overlooked, and 
I believe I am correct in saying that two days spent in renew- 
ing old and in forming new acquaintances, in rubbing off the 
rough corners, in comparing notes, and in gaining respite from 
the routine of daily work and responsibilities, will result in 
your returning to your various fields of labor better, hap- 
pier, and broader men.” 

The evening’s session was brought to a close with several 
interesting papers. J. H. Dow presented a valuable study of 
the vanilla bean, and described its method of cultivation, the 
different varieties cf commerce and their pharmaceutical uses, 
together with formulas. This paper is printed elsewhere in 
this issue. Other papers were read by J. H. Dane and Z. B. 
Hopkins, after which the members of the association were in- 
vited to the rooms of the Algonquin and Ethan Allen clubs, the 
two most prominent clubs in the city, for a social hour. 

Friday was devoted entirely to pleasure. During the morn- 
ing the ladies accompanying the members of the association 
were given a carriage ride about the city. In the afternoon 
the party, numbering nearly 200, boarded the steamer 
“ Maquam,” as the guests of the Burlington Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation, and enjoyed a sail down Lake Champlain. The boat 
touched at Bluff Point, where dinner was served at the Hotel 
Champlain. On the return home resolutions expressing the 
thanks of the association to the Burlington druggists were pre- 
sented. 

The place at which the next annual meeting of the asso- 
ciation will be held has not yet been decided. There is a move- 
m nt to make Burlington the regular meeting place, but no 
decision has been reacned, the question being left in the hands 
of a committee. 





Washington State Pharmaceutical Association. 


The members of the Washington State Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation embarked on the steamer “ Queen” at Seattle on 
July 19 and spent three days in convention while the steamer 
was making a trip around Puget Sound. Stops were made at 
Tacoma, Everett, Anacortes, Vancouver, B. C., and at What- 
com. The attendance was large, and the session was voted 
i.e most instructive and enjoyable ever convened during the 
14 years of the association’s existence. In the three days on 
the water the usually pale faced druggists acquired such a coat 
of tan and sunburn as to make it difficult to recognize them as 
the same individuals who had so gayly set out only three days 
befor~. The following officers vere elected: President, U. G. 
Wynkoop, of Tacoma; first vice-president, H. S. Ellwood, of 


Ellensburg; second vice-president, W. R. Pratt, of Everett; 
third vice-president, John Evans, of Aberdeen; secretary, W. 
P. Bonney, of Tacoma; treasurer, Frank Scully, of Spokane. 
Executive Committee: President Wynkoop, Secretary Bonney 
and Treasurer Scully, of Spokane, ex-officio members, and L. 
U. Satterlee, P. Jensen, and J. Korn, of Tacoma; Dr. Bolink 
and James Lee, of Seattle; H. S. Ellwood, of Hllensburg; H. 
Hardy, of Everett; J. W. McArthur, of Spokane, and W. R. 
Pratt, of Everett. 





Wisconsin Pharmaceutical Association. 


The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation closed at Waupaca on September 3 with the election 
of the following officers: President, J. M. Farnsworth, Beloit; 
first vice-president, H. L. Schultz, Milwaukee; second vice- 
president, Frederick Ellwess, Neenah; secretary, Henry Rolla- 
man, Chilton; treasurer, W. P. Clark, Milton; State repre- 
sentative, John Weber, Milwaukee; local secretary, E. J. Huber, 
Fond du Lac. 

Resolutions were passed reaffirming the allegiance of the 
State Association to the N. A. R. D., and requesting the re- 
duction of the international revenue tax on alcohol. Fond du 
Lac was selected as the next meeting place. 





Kansas State Board of Pharmacy. 


Twenty applicants took the examination of the Kansas 
State Board of Pharmacy at Concordia on August 26. The 
successful applicants were: J. M. Reynolds, Parsons; C. C. 
Stillman, Morganville; Fred. D. Potter, Republic City; Jos. H. 
Hilton, Cottonwood Fails; Robt. G. Draper, Greeley; A. L. 
Wells, Neodesha ; Ernest Rose, Emporia; C. T. Hamilton, Iola; 
Geo. E. Grimes, Severy; R. P. Briggs, Garnett. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Wichita 
November 18, 1903. 





Louisiana Board of Pharmacy, 


At the August meeting of the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy, 
in New Orleans, 24 applicants presented themselves for exami- 
nation, of which the following were admitted to registration: 
Registered pharmacists, Dr. T. A. Klebes, New Orleans; H. W. 
Holt, New Orleans. Qualified assistants, R. H. Mores, New 
Orleans; E. W. Welsh, New Orleans; W. J. Wendt, New 
vUrleans. 

‘rhe next meeting of the board for examination will be held 
in New Orleans on November 6, and blank applications can be 
—— by addressing the secretary, F. C. Godbold, New 
Orleans. 





A New School of Pharmacy in Georgia. 


The University of Georgia Bulletin announcing the provi- 
sions for the school of pharmacy has just been issued, and gives 
the prospectus of the new department authorized by the Board 
of Trustees at their recent session in Athens, Ga. The first 
session of this department will begin September 16. The time 
required for graduation is two years. The fees are $87.50 for 
the first year and $85 for the second year. 





An Anti-Trading Stamp Law. 


The following is the text of a law enacted by the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature this year: 

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OR DISTRIBUTION OF TRADING 

STAMPS, CHECKS, COUPONS OR SIMILAR DEVICES. 

Be enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same 
as follows: 

Section 1. No person, firm or corporation shall, in con- 
nection with the sale of any article or any merchandise what- 
soever, sell, give or deliver any trading stamp, checks, coupons 
or similar devices to be exchanged for, or to be redeemed by 
the giving of, any indefinite or undescribed article, the nature 
and value of which are not stated, or to be exchanged for, or ° 
to be redeemed by the giving of, any article not distinctly 
bargained for at the time when such trading stamps or other 
devices as aforesaid were sold, given or delivered. 

Sec. 2. Whoever violates any provision of this act: shall 
for each offense pay a fine of not less than ten nor more than 
fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of October 
in “sy year nineteen hundred and three. [Approved May 26, 
1903. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
Obituary. 


ROBERT STEVENSON. 


Robert Stevenson, one of Chicago’s pioneer wholesale drug- 
gists who was at the head of the drug house bearing his name, 
died suddenly August 22 while visiting at the home of James 
L. Colville, at 14837 West Madison street, Chicago. Mr. Steven- 
son was a victim of heart trouble. Two of his sons, Charles 
and James, reached him before nis death. Mr. Stevenson was 
65 years old and had lived in Chicago two-thirds of his life. 
od was formerly associateu in business with Peter Van 
Schaack. 


Notes. 


Prof. John Uri Lloyd is mourning the death of his mother, 
Mrs. Sophia Webster Lloyd, who passed away at the home of 
her son in Cincinnati, on August 17, at the age of 83. 


Robert Bucklin, secretary and office manager of the patent 
medicine firm of H. E. Bucklin & Co., died August 30 at the 
home of his mcther, 4810 Champlain avenue, Chicago. He 
had been in business ... Chicago five years. 


Syd. H. Carragan, head of the traveling staff of the Bastern 
branch of Parke, Davis & Co., has suffered a great loss in the 
death of his aged mother, who passed away at her home in 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., on August 29 


Joseph Mendelson, of the Eisner & Mendelson Company, died 
on Tuesday, August 18, 1903, at Far Rockaway, L. I., aged 51 
years. Mr. Mendelson had been a member of the Hisner & Mendel- 
son Company for about twenty years, and was well and favor- 
ably known in the drug and allied trades. 





Died. 


ALLEN.—In Wichita, Kansas, on Monday, August 17, J. P. 
Allen, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 


ALPERS.—In Bayonne, N. J., on Tuesday, August 18, Mrs. 
William C. Alpers, in the fifty-first year of her age. 


IRELAND.—In Baltimore, Md., on Wednesday, August 26, 
Frank G. Ireland. 


Lioyp.—In Cincinnati, Ohio, on a August 17, Mrs. 
Sophia Webster Lloyd, mother of — J. U. Lloyd, in the 
eighty-third year of her age. 


NeELson.—In Newark, N. J., on Sunday, August 23, George 
W. Nelson, in the fifty-first year of his age. 


Rosrnson.—In Lexington, Ky., on Tuesday, August 25, H. 
T. Robinson, of Georgetown. 


STEVENSON.—In Chicago, Ill., Saturday, August 22, Robert 
Stevenson, president of the wholesale drug firm of Robert 
Stevenson & Co., in the seventieth year of his age. 


Woop.—In Richmond, Va., on Sunday, August 23d, Dr. Jack- 
son B. Wood, in the eighty-seventh year of his age. 





Indianapolis Drug Houses. 
THE A. KIEFER DRUG COMPANY, OF INDIANAPOLIS, 


had their beginning in 1863 as an exclusively wholesale house 
under the firm name of Daily, Kiefer & Rush. Mr. Kiefer, now 
75 years old, clear in judgment and active as a business man, is 
the head of a company composed of younger men. He gives 
personal supervision to his trade, and is at his store every day. 
This house have in their traveling force Michael P. Lynch, who 
has been with Mr. Kiefer continuously for 36 years, and though 
now 58 years old he holds the record as one of the best salesmen 
on the road. 

The youngest of the wholesale drug houses of Indianapolis, 


THE MOONEY-MILLER DRUG COMPANY, 


formerly bore the name of the Indianapolis Drug Company, 
and were established 11 years ago. Every man in the com- 
pany is a practical druggist and a worker, and has the satis- 
faction of building up trade by individual effort. 

Three of these houses, the Mooney-Miller Drug Company, 
the A. Kiefer Drug Company and the Daniel Stewart Drug 
Company, carry cigars as a side line, and in this they have 
built up a great trade. The Daniel’ Stewart Drug Company 
also have plate glass as a specialty, and control the output of 
one of Indiana’s great plate glass factories located in the gas 
Tegion. These four houses have a total of 45 commercial trav- 
elers to present their merits to the trade. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
GREATER NEW YORK 


Marcus F. Bender, the well-known West Fourteenth street 
druggist, has been taking a vacation at Lake George. 


Dudley T. Larimore, of Fifth avenue, has been sojourning 
at Plattsburg. 


John L. and Major J. J. Riker, of the J. L. & D. S. Riker 
Company, have returned from Europe. 


Manager Harry Noonan, of the local office of the Norwich 
Pharmacal Company, has been spending his vacation at Che- 
nango Lake. 


M. J. Kantrowitz, former secretary of the N. Y. R. D. A,, 
will move from No. 81 to No. 82 East 115th street. The new 
location is just across the street from his old store. 


Ernest Stauffen, secretary-treasurer and general manager 
of Sharp & Dohme, has returned from a trip of several weeks 
in Europe. 


A new pharmacy has been opened at 122d street and 
Seventh avenue by David Weisberg, proprietor, of 461 Amster- 
dam avenue, and his former clerk, V. Sapsero. 


P. C. Magnus, of Magnus & Lauer, essential oils, has re- 
turned from his Canadian business trip with a fine lot of or- 
ders and a record of numerous desirable new connections. 


Jesse L. Hopkins, of J. L. Hopkins & Co., and John M. 
Peters, of W. J. Matheson & Co., Limited, had a very pleasant 
outing with their families in the White Mountains. 


R. Burkhardt, the well-known Brooklyn druggist at Broad- 
way and Greene avenue, will sail to-morrow for an extended 
trip through Switzerland and Germany. 


Theodore H. Sherwood, head of the fancy goods depart- 
ment of McKesson & Robbins, went to Minnewaska, in the 
Catskills, for his vacation. H. G. Shaw, of the same firm, 
went on a business and pleasure trip to Providence recently. 


John A. Stevens, vice-president of the National Lead Com- 
pany, feels much improved from his vacation on his Maine 
farm. W. W. Lawrence, treasurer of the same firm, is now 
enjoying a trip abroad, accompanied by his mother and sister. 


C. E. Vetter has sold his drug store at No. 1766 Madison 
avenue to M. T. Cooper & Co., and has retired from the drug 
business to take up real estate and building in Richmond Hill, 
Long Island. 


The Union Wholesale Company’s schedules in bankruptcy 
include the following creditors: Charles Pfizer & Co., manu- 
facturing chemists, $180.23; Dodge & Olcott, essential oils, 
on Sig S. Gray, wood alcohol, $233.25, and Antoine Chiris, 
$409.22. 


H. E. L. Lack, who for the past two years has taken care 
of J. Ellwood Lee Company’s interests with the drug trade of 
Greater New York, has been called to the home office of the 
same concern to devote his attention to the publicity depart- 
ment. 


Dr. H. M. Seem, manager of the New York branch of Sharp 
& Dohme, has resumed his duties after a restful vacation spent 
mostly at his Bayside, L. I., home. The manager of the travel- 
ing department, John F. Sprague, has been visiting at his old 
home in Morganton, N. C. 


Well tanned and well stocked with true fish stories, Alfred 
H. Kennedy, of the C. N. Crittenton Company, is back from a 
cruise on the St. Lawrence. F. B. Waterman, second vice- 
president and secretary of the same firm, is likewise back at 
work after a pleasant vacation. William A. Demarest, also 
of that tirm, went to his summer home at Allenville, Ulster 
County, for a rest. He returned to New York to recuperate. 


Robert E. Lane, well known in connection with numerous 
cigar stands throughout the city, is the proprietor of a new 
drug store in the arcade ot the Empire Building, No. 71 Broad- 
way. The store is located near the Rector street entrance. 
It is in charge of C. E. Carritte, formerly manager of the 
Johnston Drug Company, of Twenty-fifth street and Third 
avenue. 


A. W. Preston, the well-known Ballard, Wash., druggist, has 
recently returned from an enjoyable vacation in southeastern 
Alaska. .During his trip he visited the principal towns of the 
territory and several well-known mining districts. His vaca- 
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tion included a 1,000-mile sail among the thousands of islands 
which dot the coast, among some of the most magnificent scen- 
ery in the world. 


Among the “ notables” at Saratoga Springs during the sea- 
son just closed was W. R. Mandelbaum, the well-known and 
popular local representative of the Wm. S. Merrell Chemical 
Company, Cincinnati. “ Mandy,” as he is affectionately called 
by his friends, enjoyed his vacation there in the company of his 
wife and his sister-in-law. 


William Weltewitz, proprietor of the pharmacy at 110 First 
avenue, was arrested on September 3 charged by inspectors of 
the New York State Medical Association with having prac- 
ticed medicine without a license. An adjournment was granted 
until September 8, and Weltewitz was paroled in his own 
recognizance to procure bail. When his case was called the 
magistrate was informed that the defendant was dead, having 
committed suicide three days eariier. 


Caswell A. Mayo, editor of the AMERICAN DruGGIST, is cer- 
tainly a wonder. While a session is in progress, and half a 
dozen members are excitedly talking at the same time, Mayo 
takes notes of the debate with his left hand, writes them out 
for the printer with his right hand, and without stopping an 
instant, or even looking up from his work, orders the mes- 
senger boy to take the “copy” and have it sent into the office 
under special delivery postage. When we get home from the 
convention we find a copy of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST on our 
table containing a fuli report of the meeting!—The Bulletin 
of Pharmacy, for September. 


The attendance at the regular monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society on September 8 was very 
limited, and beyond acting upon the resignation of Dr. Fred- 
erick P. Tuthill from the secretaryship and electing Andrew 
k. Hegeman, of Bath Beach, as his successor, little business 
of importance was transacted. Dr. Tuthill has been promoted 
to the faculty of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, taking the 
professorship made vacant by the death of Dr. John F. Gold- 
ing. Dr. Tuthill is well and favorably known as a member of 
the traveling force of Parke, Davis & Co., and he has been for 
a number of years one of the most efficient and successful 
worker in the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society. 


Among the visitors to the down town drug trade recently 
were Alexander Campbell, of Winnipeg, Canada; George T. 
Miller, of Pantin & White, Duluth, Minn.; T. M. Benjamin, of 
M. F. Benjamin Sons, Riverhead, L. I.; 8. A. Grove, of ren 
W. B. Duryea, of Duryea & Johnson, Freehold, N. J.; C. 
Shivers, of Albany, Ga.; Peter Lance, of William R. omner 
& Co.; W. B. Davis, of Madison, Fla.; Frank Henry, of the 
Williams Mfg. Company, Cleveland, Ohio; Jos. Emmert, of 
Freeport, Ill.; Chas. C. Goodwin, of the Eastern Drug Com- 
pany, Boston; J. D. Holloway, of East Liverpool, Ohio; Geo. 
S. Campbell, of Summit, N. J.; Charles Weller, of the Richard- 
son Drug Company, Omaha. 


The Brooklyn Consolidated Drug Company are now in 
active business and the prospects so far are very encouraging. 
The charter has been secured, officers duly elected, and the 
warehouse which adjoins John G. Wischerth’s pharmacy at 
No. 1026 Bedford avenue, Brooklyn, has been renovated and 
put in shape for the use of the company. Buying has already 
begun and the business details}are in charge of Mr. Wischerth. 
Following are the officers: President, William C. Anderson; 
vice-president, Thomas J. France; secretary, C. Dyna; treas- 
urer, John G. Wischerth; directors, Julius Neergaard, A. EB. 
Marsland, W. C. Anderson, J. H. Rehfuss, R. J. Owens, T. J. 
France, Joseph J. Better, Henry J. Scheidt, Jared L. House, 
John B. Mill, Emil F. Wagner and Henry J. Krembs. The 
company are capitalized at $10,000. 


M. J. Breitenbach, president of the M. J. Breitenbach Com- 
pany, New York, has returned from Europe, where he has been 
spending a few weeks on matters connected with his growing 
business. Except for a brief run across the frontier into Aus- 
tria, he did not leave Germany during his entire stay abroad. 
Mr. Breitenbach was a fellow passenger on the “ Kronprinz Wil- 
helm ” with Prof. Adolf Lorenz, the celebrated Viennese sur- 
geon, and he struck up a warm intimacy with him. Mr. 
Breitenbach tried to induce Professor Lorenz to establish him- 
self in practice in New York, but he did not meet with any 
success. Under the guidance of the chief engineer of the steam- 
ship and in company with Mr. Breitenbach, who arranged for 
it, Professor Lorenz made a complete inspection of the work- 
ings of the ship’s machinery before the vessel reached 
Plymouth. 


John J. Molloy, of McKesson & Robbins’ country sales depart- 
ment, returned to his desk last week after a vacation period 


spent pleasurably at Jamesport, N. Y. Mr. Molloy is an en- 
thusiastic fisherman and made a record capture, winning the 
prize for the largest catch made by the party of which he was 
a member, but he declines to go into particulars regarding his 
exploits. As a labor-saving device he has instead had a card 
printed which he hands out to people who approach him for 
news of his outing. The card bears the following lines: 
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Yes, I’m back. 

Yes, I had a good time. 

Yes, I caught a lot of fish. 

Yes, the mosquitoes are bad down there. 
Yes, | enjoyed the bathing. 

Yes, I t feet mi ten pounds. 

Yes, I _ much improved. 

Yes, proud of it. 

Yes. r = diad to be back at work again. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
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QUEEN WILHELMINA HONORS MR. PLANTEN. 


John R. Planten, of the firm of H. Planten & Sons, the 
well-known capsule manufacturers, has had the distinction 
bestowed upon him of being made a Commander of the Order 
of Orange-Nassau in recognition of his services as Consul- 
General of the Netherlands at New York. Mr. Planten has 
been Consul-General since the year 1883 and was Vice-Consul 
for ten years. If the consuls at New York were organized as 
a body he would be the dean of the consular corps, but the 
consuls are rarely seen togecher. 

Mr. Planten was born in Amsterdam in 1835 and came to 
the United States when he was thirteen years of age. Some 
years ago he was made an officer of the Order of Orange- 
Nassau, and has now been advanced to a higher class. The 
order was founded in 1892 by the Queen Regent Emma, in the 
name of the Queen. The insignia is a handsome decoration 
in blue and gold, surmounted by a golden crown and suspended 
from a red, white and blue ribbon, with a central medallion 
bearing a lion rampant and the motto “I Will Maintain.” 


BROADWAY’S LITTLE CUT-RATE WAR. 


The bitter cut-rate war that has been raging for some time 
among the leading down-town druggists is still on, though 
some of the reckless tactics employed at one time, such as 
actually giving away Peruna with Bland’s Iron Pills, have 
been abandoned—temporarily at least. The “war” is being 
waged on the one side by the Broadway Drug Company, a 
comparatively new arrival in that section, and the older firms, 
such as Milhaus and Hegeman. The latter insist that M. 
L.ugasch, of the Broadway Drug Company, started the fight, 
and they declare they stand ready to “go him one better,” or 
more if necessary, whenever he makes a cut. The Broadway 
Drug Company is located just a few doors below Milhaus. 
Both concerns have the front of their stores and windows 
placarded with cut rates and special inducements, besides long 
lists of articles on which the main drive is being made. 
Peruna has been a special mark; it is now down to 57 cents. 
Here are some of the prices of each: Milhaus—Listerine, 59 
cents; Hoods’s Sarsaparilla, 58 cents; Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills, 12 cents; Omega Oil, 33 cents; Coke Dandruff Cure, 52 
cents; Pinkham’s Pills, 14 cents; Greene’s Nervura, 65 cents; 
Ozomulsion, 65 cents; Tarrant’s Aperient, 65 cents; Paine’s 
Celery Compound, 65 cents; Castoria, 19 cents. 

Broadway Vrug Company—Pond’s Extract, 33 cents; Wil- 
liams’ Shaving Soap, 5 cents; Celery Compound, 59 cents; 
Pear’s Soap, 10 cents; Dr. Parker’s Sarsaparilla, 59 cents; Lit- 
tle Liver Pills, 9 cents; Pepto Mangan Solution, 50 cents; 
Laxative Bromo Quinine, 11 cents: Listerine, 59 cents; Men- 
nen’s Talcum Powder, 12 cents. 


DR. JEWETT REFUSES TO TAKE THE OATH OF OFFICE. 


Dr. Jewett, examiner of drugs, chemicals, etc., at the Pub- 
lic Stores, has refused to again take the oath of office and be 
reinstated. Jewett, it will be recalled, was summarily dis- 
missed from the customs service, but his removal led to 80 
many protests by prominent chemical and dyestuff firms, on 
the ground that his dismissal was not only illegal, but would 
be very detrimental to importers, that the Treasury Depart- 
ment issued instructions that he be reinstated, the idea seem- 
ingly being to then dismiss him in strict compliance with civil 
service rules, which was not done in the first instance. Jewett, 
however, has refused to take another oath of office; it is 
claimed he was improperly dismissed and therefore is still in 
the service. Just what action will now be taken by Secretary 
Shaw in the matter remains to be seen. The case is of consid- 
erable importance, not only because it directly concerns all im- 
aie drug and chemical houses, but because of the principle 
nvolved. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
BOARD OF PHARMACY ACTIVE. 


Inspection Work Being Carried on Vigorously—Vio- 
lators Discovered and Fined in Large Numbers— 
Activity of the New Secretary—Specific Instances 
of Violations of Pharmacy Law. 


HE New York State Board of Pharmacy is carrying on 
T a most vigorous inspection of pharmacists in this section, 
and is fast running down druggists who violate the State 
Pharmacy law. Since Charles S. Erb became a member of and 
secretary of the Eastern branch he has personally visited over 
400 stores; besides, the board’s inspectors are waging a most 
active campaign. The inspection is not confined to drug stores. 
Pharmacists have often complained of flagrant violations of 
the law by grocers, paint stores and others, and have criticised 
the board for not getting after all such cases. The board has 
all along given more attention to the latter than is generally 
known; much of the work has been done in a quiet, though no 
less effectual, manner. Many fines have been imposed and col- 
lected recently as a result of the board’s crusade; in other in- 
stances where druggists have not complied with the law, but 
indications pointed to no wilful violation, the board has simply 
warned them against a continuance of the practice and will 
keep a close watch to see that the warning is heeded. Phar- 
macists quite generally in this section are coming to realize 
that the board means business and conditions in the retail 
trade, so far as observing the law is concerned, are steadily 
improving. 

Secretary Erb talked freely with a representative of the 
AMERICAN DruccIsT the other day on the work of the board in 
this direction. He called particular attention to the fact that 
the board is protecting pharmacists not only from unscrupulous 
members of the profession, but also against outsiders, such as 
grocers, paint stores and others. Many grocers have been 
caught selling quinine pills, seidlitz powders, paregoric, ete., 
while paint stores have been trafficing illegally in carbolic acid 
and oxalic acid. In such case the fine of $50 has been imposed. 


ILLEGAL USE OF WOOD ALCOHOL. 


Notwithstanding all that has been said and written about 
the improper use of wood alcohol in pharmaceutical prepara- 
‘tions, the board within the last few weeks has found no less 
than 100 cases where this article has been used in violation of 
the law. In many instances it has been proven that the pro- 
prietors used wood alcohol in making tinctures, etc., for in- 
ternal use, through ignorance, having been under the impres- 
sion, apparently, that they were doing nothing but what would 
be sanctioned by the board, if they gave the matter any thought 
at all. Other cases were clearly “ up to” the proprietors. 


PROSECUTIONS FOR FAILURE TO PROPERLY LABEL POISONS. 


The board has collected a very large sum in fines on sales of 
morphine tablets, the packages of which did not bear a poison 
label. Not all of the cases against pharmacists for this viola- 
tion were pushed, but it is understood that the amounts actual- 
ly collected approximated $2000. The trouble which arose over 
the labeling of packages of morphine tablets and the like by 
manufacturers is all settled. The manufacturers now label all 
such articles as poison. The board held that they were re- 
quired to do this under the law, and the manufacturers after 
conferences with the board, decided to comply with this view 
of the matter. Preparations which contain poison of any de- 
scription to an extent that if taken in certain quantities it 
would be deleterious to health, have to be labeled accordingly. 
This, however, does not in any way relieve the retailer from re- 
sponsibility ; the law requires him to see that all poisons sold 
to customers bear a poison label, and he is obliged to keep a 
record of all sales. 

The board has discovered that a great many retail druggists 
are selling tablets of corrosive sublimate without poison labels, 
which is in direct violation of law. 


PROPRIETORS MUST DISPLAY THEIR NAMES. 


Mr. Erb said that many druggists still seem to misunder- 
stand the law’s requirements as to displaying the owner’s name 
conspicuously on the premises. There are all sorts of ways in 
which the law is “complied with” or violated. For instance, 
Some places have been found where the name of the owner ap- 
pears in an obscure place and in such fine letters as to be hardly 
discernible; other places bear the name of the “ manager,” not 
the owner or proprietor, while still others have no name dis- 
Played at all. Then again, it has been found that a store has 
changed hands, but the new owner or proprietor continues to 
use the old labels. All this trouble, however, is being rapidly 
straightened out. 
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CASES OF ADULTERATION 


have also been discovered—that is, certain drugs and prepara- 
tions have not been up to standard. Seidlitz powders have 
been sampled which have been short weight and have contained 
an excess of sodium bicarbonate, which makes the powder more 
effervescent. The standard or pharmocopoeial formula calls for 
31 grams sodium bicarbonate, 27 grams tartaric acid and 93 
grams potassium and sodium tartrate for 12 powders. 

Instead of citrate of magnesia a considerable quantity of 
epsom salts or effervescent sulphate of soda has been sold. 
There is no harm in selling the latter, but the trouble is that 
the article has not been correctly labeled, and the board has 
been probing all such irregularities. 





CHARTER PROVISIONS VIOLATED? 


Certain Changes in the Constitution of the Manhattan 
Pharmaceutical Association Appear to Violate Its 
Charter of Incorporation—Legality of Its Recent 
Acts Now in Question—May Affect Standing of 
Board of Pharmacy Members Who Owe Their 
Election to the Association. 


Is the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association being con- 
ducted legally, and can any incorporated body like the Man- 
hattan legally make changes in its constitution, which openly 
violate explicit provisions in its charter? These are questions 
that are being asked by some of the members of the organiza- 
tion, and the matter may be brought up for discussion in the 
near future. 

The Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association was incorpor- 
ated under the laws of this State in March, 1899, the incor- 
porators being Clarence O. Bigelow, Wm. M. Massey, Reuben 
R. Smith, Wm. H. Ebbitt, John C. Denner, Thomas J. Keenan, 
Walter E. Faber, J. E. Branigan, Z. T. Benson, Arthur C. 
Searles, J. R. Caswell, Chas. S. Erb, L. F. W. Seifert, Chas. H. 
Chumar, Chas. A. Osmun, Frederick Bagoe, M. F. Schlesinger 
and Chas. L. Finch. Section 2 of the articles of incorporation 
states: 

“The particular business and objects of said association 
shall be to hold meetings at such times and places within the 
borough of Manhattan, as such association, in its corporate ca- 
pacity, may designate, in conformity with constitution of said 
association, for the purpose of considering and discussing the 
commercial and legislative interests of the registered phar- 
macists of the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, with the 
view of bringing about concert of action among them in order 
that the growth of customs that are contrary to good policy 
and sound business principles may be prevented.” 

Section 4 provides: “The number of trustees, directors or 
managers to manage said association, shall be 21—anmely, one 
president, three vice-presidents, 0 secretary, one treasurer 
and 15 managers, in addition to said officers.” 

A prominent member of the association said the other day: 

“There are certain provisions of its charter which the as- 
sociation is totally ignoring and has been ignoring for some 
time past. For instance, the charter requires that there shall 
be a board of managers, consisting of 15 members. The asso- 
ciation has no such Board of Managers, and in this respect is 
not complying with the articles of incorporation. The latter 
call for three vice-presidents.. The association has only two 
vice-presidents. Furthermore, the charter says the association 
‘shall meet for the purpose of considering and discussing the 
commercial and legislative needs of the registered pharmacists 
of the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, with the view of 
bringing about concert of action among them.’ It would appear 
from this that the membership of the association shculd be 
confined to registered pharmacists in the boroughs named; 
however, the constitution has been amended so that any reg- 
istered pharmacist in the eastern section of the State (the di- 
vision made by the All-State Pharmacy Law) who is of good 
moral character and professional standing, is eligible to mem- 
bership. 

“Other changes have been made in the constitution since 
the association was first formed, but those I have mentioned 
are the ones which conflict with the plain requirements of the 
charter.” . 

The original constitution, so far as officers are concerned, 
complied with the articles of incorporation. Besides a presi- 
dent, three vice-presidents, a secretary and treasurer, provision 
was made for an Executive Committee of 15 members,” the 
term of office of five members of this committee shall expire in 
1900, five in 1901 and five in 1902. At the annual meeting each 
year five members shall be elected to fill vacancies.” The pres- 
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ent constitution provides that the officers “shall consist of a 
president, two vice-presidents, a secretary and a treasurer, to 
be elected by ballot at the annual meeting. Their terms of of- 
fice shall be for one year, or until their successors have been 
elected.” 

The association has five standing committees, but these can 
hardly be looked upon as taking the place of the Board of Man- 
agers required by the charter. The committees are Committee 
on Legislation, Committee on Finance, Committee on Griev- 
ances, Committee on Trade Interests and a Committee on En- 
tertainment. 





WESTERN NEW YORK. 


The Season Virtually a Failure—Delegates Named for N. A.R. 
D. Convention—Milk Dealer Fined for Using Formaldehyde as 
a Milk Preservative. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, September 11.—It will have to be confessed that 
the summer has come and gone and the opportunity of the 
druggist, so far as Buffalo is concerned, at least, is gone with 
it. The failure to come up to expectations is mainly due to 
the weather, which has been anything but favorable to the 
chance trade that goes so largely to making up the profits in 
the business. August was looked to as a possible restorer of 
the lost balance, but it turned rainy and proved the worst 
month of the so-called warm season, which has been a name 
and not much else for the most part. 


SMALL ATTENDANCE AT ERIE COUNTY ASSOCIATION MEETING. 


The Erie County Pharmaceutical Association obtained so 
small an attendance on the annua: meeting day’ that most of 
the business, including the election, was postponed to a special 
meeting to be held September 28. It being necessary to take 
action on the delegation to be sent to the N. A. R. D. conven- 
tion in Washington, October 5, President Grove and ex-Presi- 
dent J. A. Lockie were named as representatives. R. h. 
Smither will also attend as a representative of the State Asso- 
ciation. It is hardly expected that the delegation will be en- 
larged by voluntary members of the drug trade. 


FINED FOR USING FORMALDEHYDE AS A PRESERVATIVE. 


An occurrence that is of especial interest to the drug trade 
was the arrest and fining to wwe amount of $50 of a Buffalo 
milkman for selling cream into which he had put formaldehyde 
to keep it sweet. He was straightforward enough or sufficiently 
frightened to admit the charge. The circumstance appears to have 
stirred up the authorities, city and county, to greater vigilance, 
and it is promised that certain other users of the preservative 
will be brought up also, and it will be a matter of special 
leniency if some of them do not go to jail for the offense. 
While the Buffalo public is pleased to find that the authorities 
are something alive to the situation, it looks a good deal like 
locking the stable after the horse is stolen, for the excuse for 
using this drug -n either meats or milk is about past for the 
year. 


THE TEMPTATION TO USE PRESERVATIVES. 


A case coming under your correspondent’s direct notice 
shows the great need of surveillance in regard to the use of 
irjurious drugs. While stopping in a large village in the vicin- 
ity of Buffalo during a warm week of summer a lady bought 
some cream for coffee. She left it standing in a bottle and 
forgot that it wasina sunny window. On going after it two or 
thee days later and supposing that it was in the last stages 
of acidity, she found that though it had changed in appear- 
ance, it was still sweet. From this it will also be seen how 
great is the temptation to use preservatives and what a “ sav- 
ing” they are to the deaier in certain foods, 


DRUGGISTS’ KNIGHT TEMPLARS. 


The late State Conclave of nights Templars in Buffalo 
again brings out the fact that there are many druggist mem- 
bers of that body. Among the suffalonians are H. J. Dimond, 
W. C. Dambach, C. N. Riggs, George Reimann and G. H. 
Thompson. The druggist visitors included Judson B. Todd, of 
Ithaca ; 0. S. Beach, of Owego; John C. Krieger, of Salamanca ; 
1". W. Palmeter, of Jamestown; R. J. Strausenberg, of 
Rochester. ¢ 


THOMAS STODDART DECLINES AN IMPORTANT NOMINATION. 


The determination of certain Buffalo druggists not to neg- 
lect their business for politics is shown by the declination of 
Thomas Stoddart to take the nomination for City Treasurer. 
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It is said that the chances are that Councilman Stoddart will 
be nominated without his consent, with the idea that he will 
n~ further decline. 


Cattaraugus has lost the handsome and up to date phar- 
macy of Oliver E. Dake, and the good citizens of that town 
his genial and winning personality, for Mr. Dake has moved 
himself and belongings to Springville. Mr. Dake is a grad- 
uates of the Buffalo College of Pharmacy, and has won suc- 
cess in his calling. 


WITH THE TRAVELING SALESMEN. 


L. E. Treat, long the able traveling salesman for the red 
cross house of Johnson & Johnson, was with us the last week 
in August and departed with the usual amount of good orders. 


D. L. Kennedy, on the road for the many brush specialties 
of the Martin & Bowne Company, took in the Buffalo territory 
last month and will find it profitable as usual to come again. 


Shipkoff & Co. send us Theodore Shipkoff, of the firm, with 
a most agreeable outfit of’ samples from their stock df oil of 
rose, which he is finding an easy seller these days. 


J. B. Gemill, looking after the interests of McCormick & Co., 
of Baltimore, was in the city a short time ago and made some 
good sales from the firm’s long list of druggists’ specialties. 


F. E. Clapp covered this territory lately, selling absorbent 
cotton and gauze for the Lewis Batting Company, of Walpole, 
Mass., and appears to have driven a good business. 


The elastic garments of Walter F. Ware, of Philadelphia, 
went still further into use lately on account of the week’s visit 
of Henry A. Haines, the regular salesman for this territory. 


About the end of August comes into the Buffalo field again 
H. P. Smith, who is the regular handler of the gum and vanilla 
beans for the New York house of Thurston & Braidrich. 


E. Bensinger, who looks after the sponge and chamois de- 
partment of the Philadelphia business of the Smith, Kline & 
French Company, arrived in Buffalo from Rochester about the 
middle of August, and proceeded to look after his retail trade. 


J. M. Fly, with a quiver full of clinical thermometers, anti- 
toxin syringes, physicians’ bags, etc., went the city round a 
f.w days ago in the interest of Beckton, Dickinson & Co., and 
made some good sales. 


Frank C. Davis, \who represents Wallace & Co. in the sale 
of jujubes and other specialties of the house, spent the last 
of August in Buffalo and was easily able to drive a good busi- 
ness. 


The thermometer trade of the Taylor Brothers Company 
of Rochest.r went up above 90 degrees in the shade late in 
August on the arrival of the regular representative of the com- 
pany, George O. Smith. 





‘Great Chemical Trust Projected. 


Much interest is manifested in local drug circles in the an- 
nouncement that a company have been organized by John D. 
Rockefelier, having for their object the control of all chemical 
plants in the country and the establishment of new factories in 
large trade centers. The name of the new trust is given as the 
Ava Chemical Company. Very little information has been ob- 
tainable regarding the new company, and some members of the 
trade are inclined to doubt that a combine of “ all the chemical 
plants” is either contemplated or probable. William Street, 
secretary of the company, is quoted as saying: 

“The large number of factories which the company will 
have are made necessary by the fact that in certain prepara- 
tions which we will make there will be used chemical combina- 
tions which will deteriorate in strength and quality soon after 
being manufactured. It will therefore be necessary to have a 
factory wherever the company will have a station for the sale 
of their product, and a central factory will be impossible. The 
plants will be located at advantageous points in States where 
we will sell our products. We shall begin to establish plants 
in the near future.” 





The store of Frederick W. Mayo at 171 to 173 Sixth street, 
Memphis, receives a flattering notice in a recent issue of 4 
Memphis daily. Mr. Mayo is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin and the Chicago College of Pharmacy, and was for 
some time chemist for the Van Vleet-Mansfield Drug Company, 
of Memphis, before he engaged in business on his own account. 
Mr. Mayo not only has a large and growing business, but has 
won for himself a high standing in business and social circles. 
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ILLINOIS. 


Chicago Veteran Druggists Enjoy a Novel Outing—Venders of Co- 
caine to be Enlightened as to the Law—N. A. R. D. Will Intro- 
duce a New Patent Law—Doings of the Trade in Chicago and 
the West. 


(From our Regular Correspondent. ) 

Chicago, September 11.—The Chicago Veteran Druggists’ 
Association had a novel reunion last week. The meeting took 
place at the Carter H. Harrison crib, one of the structures in 
the lake through which the city gets its water supply. Fred 
W. Blocki, Commissioner of Public Works, gave the veterans 
the use of a tug and 22 of them made the trip. They visited 
the old crib, which some of them saw built, and compared 
modern methods with those of the earlier days. The veterans 
had dinner in the house, where there were no neighbors to 
bother them, and were photographed on the platform of the 
crib. Ex-President Jauncey acted as toastmaster, and W. Bode- 
mann proposed a toast to the health of Chicago Historian 
Ebert, who made an interesting address on the early history 
of Chicago, and Ex-Alderman Holtinger, one of the veterans, 
told how he prevented the sale of the old city cemetery, now 
Lincoln Park. 


ENLIGHTENMENT FOR COCAINE VENDERS. 


The State board is preparing a circular regarding the co- 
caine law which is to be mailed to all registered and assistant 
pharmacists. The object is to make it impossible for any one 
to plead ignorance of the law. When this has been done the 
law will be enforced fearlessly, according to the members of 
the board. The jobbers are aiding the board in this crusade, 
but it is asserted that some well-known manufacturers are 
aiding the sale of tue stuff. What will be done in this regard 
has not yet been decided, but it may receive legislative at- 
tention in the future. 


N. A. RB. D. TO INTRODUCE A NEW PATENT LAW INTO CONGRESS. 


The attorney for the N. A. R. D. is preparing the draft of 
a bill on patents which will be presented to Congress. It will 
deal with the patents on medicines and drugs. The idea is to 
prevent the patenting of anything taken as medicine. The plan 
is similar to that in use in several European countries. The 
draft is being prepared by Joseph Errant. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


The next board of pharmacy examinations take place 
October 13 at Springfield. 


P. B. Fitzgerald, of Morrisson, Plummer & Co., has returned 
from a vacation spent at Senton Harbor, Mich. 


Karl Simon, of Helena, Mont., formerly of St. Paul, was 
in Chicago during the first week of September on his way Hast. 


Harold Sorby, United States and Canadian manager for the 
Pasteur Vaccine Company, sailed September 1 for Paris in 
order to confer with the foreign manager. 

k.vert Currie, of the Abbott Alkaloidal Company, is on a 
ted East which will include Philadelphia, Boston and New 

ork. 


President W. A. Hover, of the N. W. D. A., and of the Den- 
ver wholesale house bearing his name, was in Chicago Septem- 
ber 5, shaking hands with his friends and getting ideas to take 
back home. He was on his way to the national convention in 
Boston and was accompanied by his wife. 


A. M. Hance, of Hance Bros. & White, Philadelphia, was 
in town September 4 and 5 for a conference with the firm’s 
local manager, C. H. Hinton. Mr. Hance came West to inspect 
the Chicago branch, and left with the delegation from the West 
over the Lake Shore line for Boston. 

Manager Frank M. Bell, of the pepsin department of Armour 

Co., has had several of his Eastern travelers in town during 
the last week laying out the fall campaign. Among those who 
Visited the home office were: H. I. Hackett, of Philadelphia ; 
Ralpn Smyth, of New York, and W. R. Landis, of Baltimore. 
Mr. Bell represented the house of armour at the N. W. D. A. 
Meeting in Boston. 

Grover Cleveland Healy, of Johnson & Johnson, accom- 
panied by his wife, was in Chicago September 1. He called at 
the local office of the firm and also at the Western branch of 
the AMERICAN Drucaist. Mr. and Mrs. Healy spent their vaca- 
tion at Mackinac Island and the northern lakes. He returned 
to his home at Columbus ready to carry on the battle for an- 
Other year. Mr. Healy sells everything in surgical dressings 
With the red cross. 
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Retailers Are Buying More Heavily—Wholesale Houses Taxed 
to Meet Demand for Goods—Philadelphia to Have a Drug 
Club? 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, September 11.—The drug trade is working 
into better shape than it has been for a few weeks past. With 
the beginning of September the retail druggist began to lay 
in a larger stock, and during the first ten days of this month 
the wholesale houses have had more orders than they could 
dispose of as speedily as desired. Nearly all the clerks in the 
different drug houses have had their vacations, and from now 
on there will be little trouble experienced in filling orders. 


TALK OF A DRUG CLUB FOR PHILADELPHIA. 


There is more talk about organizing a drug club here some- 
thing on the order of the Drug Trade Club of New York. This 
idea is brought forward every year. But it appears that there 
are not enough gentlemen in the drug trade that would care 
to give up their home comforts for club life. Most of those 
who are connected with the drug trade in this city have homes 
of their own, and as a home in Philadelphia means a whole 
house, and not a number of rooms on one floor, it can easily be 
seen what the organizers of a drug club have to contend against. 
However, there are many who are of the opinion that a Drug 
Club House is on the way. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


J. Halle, who is with C. Mauer at Highth and Callowhill 
streets, was married on September 2. 


A. La Dow, who is connected with eleven drug stores in this 
city, is in Jacksonville, Fla., where he intends to remain several 
weeks. 


Jesse Pechin, the well-known druggist at Thirteenth street 
and Columbia avenue, is lying dangerously ill at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. Mr. Peechin was operated on for a cancer. 


Mr. Jackson, who was at one time a partner of the St. 
Cloud Pharmacy at Seventh and Arch streets, but lately of 
Cripple Creek, Col., has come back to manage the St. Cloud 
Pharmacy. 


A. Lum, of the firm of Wenner & Lum, at Sixth and Button- 
wood streets, has returned from a four months’ vacation to 
California. When Mr. Lum went away he was a very sick 
man, but the climate of sunny Valifornia has made a new one 
out of him. He gained 28 pounds. 


Dr. W. Kane, who for a number of years conducted the 
drug store at Fourth and Pine streets, Camden, N. J., has 
closed it and has opened a new store at Fifth and Pine streets. 
‘nis store is fitted up with all tne latest fixtures and has been 
made as attractive as possible. 


A meeting of the members of the Philadelphia Wholesale 
Drug Company is to be held this week to take action in effect- 
ing a change in the manner of doing business. This company 
are very prosperous and have outgrown the building which they 
now occupy. It is understood that as soon as the lease ex- 
pires larger quarters will be secured. Manager Rohrman is one 
of the best posted and most up-to-date druggists in this city, 
and it is mostly due to his capable management that the com- 
pany has been such a success. 7 


KNIGHTS OF THE GRIPSACK. 


Rudolph Wirth, of Fougera & Co., is making one of his 
periodical visits to this city. Of course it is strictly business. 


C. M. Edwards, the representative of Gilpin & Langdon, has 
been here stirring up things for his house. 


J. D. McFerran has been appointed local agent for Ungerer 
& Sons, of New York. 


T. S. Asken, who was for a time local agent for H. K. Mul- 
ford, has been moved to Boston. 


A. H. Bolton, jr., has been appoiuted Philadelphia agent for 
Thurston & Bradisch, the gum arabic firm of New York, and 
Wheaton & Co., the large glass manufacturers of Millville, N. J. 


Fred. Fenno, of the Wallace Company of New York, is tak- 
ing the druggists into his confidence, tbe result being many large 
orders for his house. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, September 12, 1903. 
HE movement in drugs and chemicals since our last 
report has been of average volume for this season 
of the year and compares favorably with the correspond- 
ing period of previous years. An increased demand for 
quantities has made itself felt during the past few days, 
giving the market a fairly animated appearance, though 
the absence of many members of the trade who are attend- 
ing the conventions in Boston has had a tendency to re- 
strict business. Interior dealers have begun to display 
more activity with the approach of the fall season, and 
now that the disturbance caused by the vacation period 
is over and normal business conditions again prevail, in- 
creased activity in all departments is beginning to be 
felt. The manufacturers of quinine have advanced their 
quotations in the interval in consequence of the rise in 
tne price of bark, and the consuming demand shows some 
improvement. Opium has lost strength since our last, the 
easier feeling being attributed in some quarters to a lack 
of demand and in others to competition among dealers, 
but whatever the cause sales have been made at a lower 
range than was quoted in our previous report. It is 
claimed that the political conditions in Turkey are such 
as to warrant a firmer market and higher prices instead 
of the reverse, as now prevails. The market, on the 
whole, is characterized by a firm tone and buyers are 
confronted with a stronger tendency of values for most 
lines; the changes toward a lower range being in most 
instances the result of natural causes. The principal 
changes are tabulated below: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Quinine, Opium, 
Silver nitrate, Wood alcohol, 
Cantharides, Russian, Camphor, 
Sauron, American, balsam copaiba, 
Balsam fir, Oregon, Peppermint oil, 


Lycopodium, Chamomile flowers, 
Cascara sagrada, Thymol, 
Asafeetida, ° Guarana, 


Cacao butter, 
Gentian root, 


wallic acid, 
Golden seal root, 


Hemp seed, Senega root, 
Fenugreek seed, Menthol, 
Canary seed. Poppy seed, 
Cod liver oil, Newfoundland. 
DRUGS, 


A‘cohol, grain, is in moderately active request, and the quo- 
tations of producers are maintained steadily at $2.39 to $2.40, 
as to quantity, less the usual rebate. Wood offers with consid- 
erable freedom and values have declined sharply, with 50c now 
quoted for 95 per cent. and 55c for 97 per cent. 


Arnica flowers are in good demand, and prices are well sus- 
tained at previous quotations, or, say, 9c to 10c. 


Balsam copaiba, Para, is lower under the influence of more 
abundant supplies, round lots being obtainable at 37c. Cen- 
tral American is meeting with the usual jobbing inquiry, and 
we hear of sales within at the quoted range of 35c to 36c. 

Balsam fir, Oregon, is held with increased firmness under 
the influence of light supplies, but the consuming demand is not 
yy business being restricted at the present range of $1.25 
to $1.35. 


Balsam Peru is given very little attention at the moment by 
either jobbers or consumers, and only routine sales are making 
at the quoted range of 9744c to $1.05. 


Balsam tolu continues to offer at 25c to 27c, though only 
small jobbing parcels are inquired for. 


Barks.—Cascara sagrada has occupied the center of the 
stage in this department during the past fortnight. A heavy 
demand from dealers who sold early in the season for forward 
delivery and found themselves unable to cover, owing to the 
searcity of stock here and on the Coast, sent prices up with a 
boom, and after some heavy trading the extreme range of 
22%4c to 25c was reached, representing an advance of 100 per 
cent. over previous quotations. Prickly ash is in better supply, 
and values have reached to the range of 12c to 14c. Elm is 
maintained with more firmness in view of the limited available 
supply of select, some holders asking 30c for bundles. Angos- 
tura is held and selling at previous prices, though supplies are 
light; quoted 40c to 45c. Sassafras and soap are without im- 
portant change, either as regards demand or price. 


Buchu leaves remain in fairly steady position, though the 
demand is light; jobbing sales of short at 2114c to 25c. 


Cannabis indica is without new feature, and the market is 
dull at our quotations. 


Cantharides, Russian, is firmly held at an advance to 68c to 
70c, in view of the limited available supply. Chinese is with- 
out improvement, passing out to the trade in a small way only 
at 37\4c to 40c. 


Chamomile flowers are in steady position, though the de 
mand momentarily is limited. Roman held at 10%4c to lic; Ger- 
man, 12%4c to 15c, and Hungarian, 10c to 12c. 


Coca leaves are inquired for, and the quotations of the mar- 
ket are sustained at 18c to 20c for Truxillo, and 28c to 30c for 
Huanuco. 


Cocaine is held with continued firmness, despite the re- 
ported decline in Hamburg, and the business passing in muri- 
ate is at $4.00 for bulk. 


Codliver oil, Norwegian, is seasonably quiet, and values 
have eased off a trifle since our last, the range for best grades 
being now $105:00 to $130.00. Newfoundland, non-freezing oil, 
which has been selling at about $100.00 a barrel, has now ad- 
vanced to $110.00, with ordinary grades held at $2.75 a gallon. 


Colocynth, Spanish, are inquired for, but the small avail 
able quantity and present range of values serve to restrict 
trade; Trieste offers more freely at 30c to 35c. 


Cubeb berries are neglected, and the absence of demand cou 
pled with freer offerings has served to lower values to the 
range of 714c to 8c for XX, and 11c to 18c for powdered. 


Cuttlefish bone, Trieste, is a trifle irregular and unsettle@ 
owing to competition among holders, but 15%%4c to 16c is yet 
quoted. Jewelers’ large is held and selling at 55c to 60c, ané 
the quotation of the market for small is 52c to 54c. 

Ergot is quiet, but holders are supported in their views by 
strong foreign advices, and the quotations of the market are 
maintained at 2714 to 29c for both German and Spanish. 

Guarana, from importers’ hands, is offering at 72%4¢ to Tbe, 
and we hear of numerous sales at this range, a decline from 
previous prices. 

Juniper berries are finding sale in small quantities at the 
previous range of 3c to 3\4c. This year’s crop is reported to be 
abundant. 

Lycopodium has developed an upward tendency, and a good 
business is reported at the higher range of 57c to 60c. 

Menthol is less actively inquired for, but the market is firm 
in tone at $6.50 to $6.60. There is a feeling that prices will ad 
vance before the new crop is available. 

Naphthaline meets with moderate attention, the sales being 
at 214¢ to 24%c for both ball and flake, in a quantity way. 

Opium has weakened somewhat since our last, and the mar 
ket remains in an unsettled condition, owing to keen compet 
tion among holders, coupled with an absence of demand. From 
importers’ hands single cases are now procurable at $3.30, 
while broken lots are offering at a decline to $3.321%4 to $3.8 
Powdered is correspondingly lower, the revised range being 
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$3.90 to $4.00, as to quality and quantity. It is felt in some 
quarters that the weakness is not warranted by the statistical 
position of the drug, and that if matters reach a crisis in the 
political affairs of Turkey the market will recover its tone and 
prices advance. 


Quinine has improved in position since our last, manufac- 
turers having advanced quotations 1c per ounce to the basis 
of 25c for bulk in 100-ounce tins. The sale of bark at Amster- 
dam on the 3d inst. resulted in the entire quantity offered, be- 
ing taken at an advance of about 7 per cent. over the previous 
sale. The agents of German manufacturers put up their quo- 
tations next day, and domestic manufacturers followed suit by 
announcing an advance on sulphate and all the minor salts of 
quinine. At the Batavia auction on the 9th inst. bark brought 
fess money than at the previous sale, but in this market values 
for Java quinine are unchanged, the ruling quotations from sec- 
ond hands being 23c to 23%4c. 


Spermaceti has hardened in the interval and prices are 
higher, 22%4c to 23c being now named for block and 23%c to 24¢ 
for cakes. 


Thymol is meeting with very little attention, and holders 
are urging the distribution by price concessions, the revised 
range showing a decline to $1.75 to $1.80c. 


CHEMICALS, 


Arsenic is in fair consumptive demand, with sales of red in 
a jobbing way, at 65¢c to 6%c, as to quality, and of white at 
Bike to 3i4e. 


Blue vitriol is held with more firmness, and manufacturers’ 
quotations are higher, 5c to 5144¢c being now named as to quan- 
tity. 


Chlorate of potash is seasonably quiet, only moderate sales 
being reported from second hands, who name 74c to 714c for 
both crystals and powdered. 


Cream of tartar does not offer below 2414c for crystals and 
2414c for powdered, but a moderately active business is pass- 
ing at this range. 


Oxalic acid is selling fairly in a jobbing way at 5c to 
54%c for German, and the market appears well sustained at this 
quotation. 


Silver nitrate is lower in consequence of a decline in the 
price of metal, and the quotation from manufacturers is now 
3614c to 40c, the inside price being for 100-ounce lots. 


Sodium nitrate is firmer in consequence of the absence of 
wharf stock, and dealers have advanced quotations to $2.25 to 
$2.30, quoting $2.10 to $2.15 for parcels to arrive. 


Tartaric acid is selling freely from second hands at the 
gree of 3114c to 3114c for crystals, and 3114c to 31%4c for pow- 
red. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise continues in moderate jobbing demand at unchanged 
prices, or say $1.05 to $1.10. 


Bergamot and other Messina essences are without impor- 
tant change. Orange, bitter, is quoted at $1.55 to $2.00 


Cassia is meeting with a satisfactory inquiry, and some 
holders seem less free to offer at 75c for 75 to 80 per cent. 
The tone of the market is firmer. 


Lavender flowers is in limited supply and holders are firm 
in their views, though prices are quotably unchanged, current 
fales being at $1.55 to $1.60. 


Peppermint has steadied a trifle under the influence of 
stronger advices from producing markets in the West, and 
Prices show no variation from those previously quoted. Though 
one or two sales have been made since our last at a fraction 
below our quotation, the market has since recovered its tone 
and prices went back to their former level. 


Sassafras, natural, is firmer, in view of slight scarcity, but 
fales are making at the previous price of 40c to 45c. 


Tansy has declined. in the interval and is now held at $2.50 
te $3.00, as to quantity. 


Wintergreen is held steadily at the range of $1.75 to $1.90 
for natural, and 40c to 42c for synthetic. While the demand 
is less active, the available supply is limited. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, of the various grades, have been in better demand, 
with numerous sales of Barbadoes in gourds reported. True 
is scarce and firm, 14c being now named; Curacao quoted 
4e. 
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Asafetida, in a jobbing way, continues to sell moderately 
within the quoted range of 19c to 25c as to quality and quan- 
tity. Some holders decline to shade 21c. 


Camphor is less actively inquired for and the market is 
easier in tone at a decline of 1c per Ib., refiners now quoting 
5414¢c in barrels and 55c in cases. 


Chicle is in fair consuming request, and held with confidence 
at 45¢ to 50c. 


Tragacanth is in fair demand, with jobbing sales of Aleppo 
at 29c to 30c as to quality and quantity. 


ROOTS. 


Gentian is in better supply and offered more freely at a 
decline to 4%4c to 4%e. 


Ginger, Jamaica, unbleached, has hardened in the interval, 
owing to strong advices from London, 914c to 10%4c being now 
the popular quotation, while bleached is held at 11c to 138c. 


Ginseng is scarce and firm at $4.25 to $6.60, as to quality 
and quantity. 


Golden seal has advanced a notch under the influence of 
light supplies and increased demand. Only a limited quantity 
is now obtainable at 70c, with up to 75c asked. 


Ipecac offers a shade easier for Rio, recent sales having 
been at $1.20 to $1.30. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is maintained at the recent appre- 
ciation to 8%4¢ to 9c, and the tone of the market is firm. 


Senega is easier under the influence of a slackened demand, 
quotations having been reduced to 72c to 75c, with intimations 
in some quarters that less would be acceptable on a firm bid. 


Serpentaria remains quiet, but the market is well sustained 
at 42c to 45c, as to quality and quantity. 

In a letter from West Virginia, received recently by a local 
wholesale drug urm, the following occurs: “ As to your offer 
on Senega and other roots, sorry that we cannot accept them. 
All medical roots are very scarce this season, and in order to 
get them we have to pay high prices. It is our opinion that 
if the prosperity continues for the next four years it will kill 
our business. Let’s vote for Bryan, and that will make people 
go through the woods and dig roots. Then we'll have them 
plenty and cheap.” 


SEEDS. 

Canary meets with fair inquiry, and the market is steady 
in tone at 3i4c to 35¢¢c for Smyrna, and 3%c to 4c for Sicily. 

Celery reflects the influence of competition, and values are 
unsettled with sales reported down to 714c, though 7c to 8c is 
the quoted range. 

Fenugreek is higher in consequence of strong cable advices 
from primary sources, and recent sales were at 2c to 2c. 

Hemp, Russian, is steady and in moderate demand at the re- 
cent advance to 2%c to 3c. 





Does Away with Cockucrews, 


The saving of the cost and labor of using corkscrews is 
something in which all consumers of beverages are interested, 
and they will be glad to learn that the Apollinaris Company, 
Limited, are introducing the Crown Cork Bottle, which can be 
opened without effort and without spilling the contents. No 
corkscrew is necessary. Openers are contained in an envelope 
tacked under the lid of the original cases. Apollinaris, which 
is bottled only at the Apollinaris Spring, Neuenahr, Rhenish 
Prussia, Germany, and only with its own natural gas, is in- 
creasing in sale, and this universally well-known table water 
needs no encomiums. 





To the South and Southwest. 


Every day in the year the superb Washington and South- 
western Limited, via the Southern Railway, leaves New York 
at 4.25 p.m.; exclusively Pullman train composed of Dining, 
Club, Library and Observation Car; Pullman Drawing-Room 
Sl-eping Cars, giving through service to all the principal cities 
in the South and Southwest, connecting at New Orleans with 
through Pullman service to Texas, Mexico and the Pacific 
Coast. In addition to this train, three other fast trains are 
operated, giving through Dining and Sleeping Car service. If 
you are going to any point South, see that your ticket reads 
from Washington via the Southern Railway. The only route 
operating exclusively U. S. Fast Mail Train. New York and 
New Orleans train, 832 hours. New York Offices, 271 and 1185 


Broadway. Alex. Thweatt, Eastern Passenger Agent. 


SEE ATETST ET RES, PATS Se 
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The Reliance of the Nation. 


“The prosperity of a nation depends upon the health and morals of 
its citizens.” p 

History teaches that sanitation leads the march of progress 
around the world; its highest development is the slogan of 
modern times—in it lies the hope of- posterity through emanci- 
pation from disease. Therefore, every improvement in process 
or method of handling a food or drink of large public con- 
sumption, which eliminates the danger of disease germs or 
other poison, is a step toward the ideal of national health and 
its inevitable accompaniment—prosperity. 

Reference to the double page advertisement of the Twentieth 
Century Sanitary Soda Fountain in this issue of the AMERICAN 
Druecist shows the reliance which the owner of a soda foun- 
tain must place in sanitation for success in his soda water 
business. 

The fact that the public has become educated to look for 
purity and cleanliness in “the national beverage” is not to be 
denied, and it is also an incontrovertible fact that the display 
of the L. A. Becker Company trade-mark, which is the author- 





ized privilege of every purchaser of a Twentieth Century Sani- 
tary Fountain, draws trade by the guarantee of the absolutely 
— 7 water of which the makers claim it is the recognized 
symbol. 

The universal distrust of old style fountains which, from 
the very nature of their construction, are like “ whited sepul- 
chres,” cannot be ignored by the enterprising druggist or other 
operator of a soda fountain who would be on the right side of 
the soda patronage, and the sooner the trend of public senti- 
ment is discovered and preparations to cater to it are made, the 
quicker will be the monetary returns. 

The experience of the past season is already bringing many 
inquiries to the L. A. Becker Company for 1904 models of the 
Twentieth Century Sanitary Soda Fountain; these models are 
now on exhibition, and it will pay our readers who are in- 
credulous of the enormous power of sanitation in the soda 
trade to send to the Becker Company for the convincing argu- 
ments they are constantly issuing in attractive form and to 
get in touch with their unique system of co-operation with 
purchasers by which soda water success is assured. 

The L. A. Becker Company have special inducements for 
early orders which can be completed before the rush sets in, 
thus guaranteeing early delivery. This also applies to Hot 
Soda Water outfits, in which a large line is offered at remark- 
ably low prices. 





A New Oid-Handling Apparatus. 


Many of our readers will be glad to learn of a new device, 
the Bowser Druggists’ Graduate Oil Cabinet and Bottle Filler, 
which is especially designed for handling such liquids as glyc- 
erin, salad oil, castor oil, olive oil, codliver oil, sperm oil, lard 
oil, balsam capaiba, etc. The use of this cabinet does away 
with the old method of measuring the liquid into a glass 
graduate and then repouring it into the vessel in which it is 
to be sent out. The vessel designed to ultimately contain the 
liquid is held under the discharge nozzle of the pump and the 
handle is turned until the “indicator ” shows on the graduate 
the number of ounces it is desired to place in the vessel. The 
handle is then reversed as far as it will go, when the exact 
qrantity desired will be found to have been discharged directly 
into the vessel. This method not only saves time and labor, but 
prevents any waste that might occur in measuring by the old 
method, and also renders unnecessary the washing and scouring 
of the graduate upon each occasion after use. An adjustable 
stop is also provided so that the pump can be adjusted to 


measure a certain quantity at each stroke, thus making the 
bottle filler one of the most satisfactory on the market. 

The cabinet is of solid quarter-sawed oak handsomely 
finished. The pump is of metal, finished in full nickel, and dis- 
charges any required quantity from 1 to 16 ounces, liquid 
measure, aS may be desired. The anti-drip nozzle is small 
enough to enter the neck of any standard sized bottle, and thus 
does away with the nuisance of the oil bubbling and running 
down the sides. The sliding drip pan cover and tube keeps all 
dust and dirt out of the cabinet, and the oil is kept as securely 
as in a sealed package. 

The manufacturers, S. F. Bowser & Co., of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
are for a short time making an extremely low price to introduce 
them more widely. See their advertisement in another column. 





There Will Be a Heavy Demand for This Remedy. 


It is always a pleasure for the AMERICAN DruaGisT to call 
the attention of its subscribers to new articles of merit that 
are being put upon the market. It is most desirable for any 
druggist to keep in touch with new remedies which are being 
extensively advertised and to put in a stock at once so that 
when the public responds to the advertising they will not have 
to say “ haven’t got it,” thereby losing the profit on sales that 
have been sent to his door. 

It is with pleasure that we announce that the Wells & 
Richardson Company of Burlington, Vt., have entered into an 
earnest campaign with Dr. Pettingill’s Kidney Wort Tablets, 
These tablets have only been introduced a few months, but the 
sales are already marvelous, as reported by all the druggists 
in the territory where the advertising has been started. The 
campaign at present is especially vigorous in the Eastern and 
Middle West States. The appropriation for this territory for 
Dr. Pettingill’s Kidney Wort Tablets will be the largest appro- 
priation ever expended for any kidney remedy during the com- 
ing four months. A word to the wise will be sufficient. We 
are confident that retail druggists, especially in the Bastern 
and Middle West States, will see that they are fully stocked 
with this remedy, which is bound to respond to such effective 
advertising. 





How to Increase Profits. 
Appropriate to the above caption attention is called to the 


announcement of the Evergreen Chemical Company, of 130 Ful- , 


ton street, New York, who invite druggists to write to them 
for descriptive booklet of Formulas No. 2, containing lists of 
their Concentrated Flower Oils and Colors. The booklet shows 
how and at what cost druggists can make their own perfume 
extracts and toilet waters. The Evergreen Chemical Company 
assure the trade that their products are equal to the best ob- 
tainable at a cost of less than one-half. Their further claim is 
that the goods are now used by over 9,000 druggists and others 
in the United States and Canada, and they stand ready to 
refer the trade to pleased customers at any time. The com- 
pany offer to supply gratis labels for shop bottles—no two 
alike—in a city or town, and neck-bands, the later in blank. 
We,are pleased to recommend this enterprising and up-to-date 
firm as deserving of patronage, and their suggestions of how 
to increase profits by the use of the Evergreem line are de 
serving of attention. Write to them at once for descriptive 
booklet No. 2. 





Good Clinical Thermometers. 


At a time when counterfeiting and substitution are most 
common druggists should be careful as to the character of the 
goods they place on their shelves. One item in particular 
should command special attention. A human life often depends 
upon the accuracy of a fever thermometer, and dealers are 
sometimes held responsible for unreliable instruments. They 
can have the best by insisting upon having those of knowD 
reliability. The Koh-i-noor brand is made by one of the most 
reliable houses in the business, and can always be depended 
upon for accuracy and reliability. 


A Guaranteed Article. 

How often it is that a customer will ask the druggist for aa 
article that will positively rid the home of rats, mice, cock- 
roaches, water bugs, croton bugs and other vermin, and in maby 
instances the druggist hears from the customer that the article 
purchased did not do the work. This complaint is never e& 
tered where Stearns Electric Rat and Roach Paste is 
Here is an article that dealers can sell on a positive guarantee 
that it will do the work, the manufacturers agreeing to 
dealers who represent the goods this way. See their attractive 
advertisement in this issue. 
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